Hearing the Voice of God
We going to talk about hearing the voice of God. We believe in a God who still speaks. We want you to hear and obey His voice.
Before we talk about hearing the voice we must understand the importance of the Word.

The importance of the Word
Hearing God’s voice does not make the written word of God unimportant.

We must live in the Word… Our life measuring up to Scripture.

We need the Word living through us… experiencing the things found in the written word and our life measuring up to the life of Jesus.

A misconception – The Word is what is written on the pages of your Bible.

The Truth - The Word is more than what is written on the pages of your Bible

The New Testament uses several Greek words for our English word, word. We are going to focus on the Greek word RHEMA.

Rhema means utterance. 

John 6:63 The WORDS(RHEMA) I speak to you, they are Spirit & they are life.

The spoken utterance of God, Rhema Word, is SPIRIT & LIFE.  The word for Spirit is Pnuema, the word translated as Holy Spirit.  The word for Life is Zoe, the same word Jesus uses when He declares He is the resurrection and the Life.

We need the written word.

We also need the RHEMA utterance of Jesus.

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.

Jesus declares that hearing & recognizing his voice is related to our relationship with Him, and with following Him.
Question- For what purpose would Jesus speak to us?

Here are 4 general ideas… 1. Intsruction 2. Encouragement 3. Warning 4. Prophetic Wisdom
Instructions says “DO THIS”

Encouragement says “KEEP DOING THIS”

Warning says “D NOT DO THIS”

Prophetic Wisdom says “GOD IS GOING TO DO THIS”

We must learn to hear…
Scriptures tells us the story of a young boy named Samuel. In Samuel 3:4 “The Lord called to Samuel.”

It seems this was an audible sound because Samuel heard it and thought it was his mentor, Eli, calling to him. Samuel in the night heard this call and went to Eli in response.  Eli basically said “Go back to bed kid. I didn’t call you.”  This happened 3 times…

Samuel & Eli didn’t immediately understand or recognize the call of the Lord. We must LEARN to hear.

Verse 7 says “Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.”
Samuel lived with the temple priests. He knew the WRITTEN word of God… But Samuel needed to learn to hear the spoken (Rhema) word of God.

Eli finally realizes on the 3rd instance that this was God speaking to Samuel. We sometimes need an Eli to reveal that God has been trying to talk to us. 

Verse 9 Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.
That fourth time God spoke to Samuel, the young boy with this new knowledge said, responded properly. It is in this moment that Samuel receives direction for the rest of his life!

Could it be that God has been speaking to you, but you just haven’t realized it?
God’s voice is personal
We all have someone who means a great deal to us.  Perhaps a parent, a spouse, or a great friend… If we went around the room and talked about our personal communication with these persons, there would be some similarities but also some unique differences. THE SAME CAN BE SAID OF OUR COMMUNICATION WITH GOD.

The ways God will speak can be unique and very personal.  Here are a few personal stories from my life…

· God’s Heart Talk – 2 Jons & a confirming word

· Dreams – Confirming the church with a déjà vu

   Warning dreams – Big church but a small room, Skunks, Alligator

· Gifts of the Spirit – Aunt Billie, David Fuller teaching

· Spotlights – People, desires & day dreams

In no way are you to try to copy my experience. But you are to learn about His voice so that you can realize your experience in your life.

How do you know it is His voice?

1. It must AGREE with the written word. Any voice that disagrees with the written word is not God.

2. Check the motive.  For example “You feel a voice tell your heart to go tell someone about God’s love…”

a. Is this voice the devil?  NO WAY would the devil ever ask you to share the good news of Jesus’ love.  That is never the devil’s motivation.

b. Is that voice me?  Not likely. I am not that good! My voice tries to avoid awkward situations. My voice is usually motivated by pride and self indulgence.

c. Is that voice God? Is it God’s motivation that we should tell others about the love of Jesus? Absolutely. 
       It makes sense logically that this voice was God’s direction, based on the motivation of the voice.

3. Not human understanding but instant revelation.
Humans have to think.  It takes time for ideas to form as we reason through our thoughts.

BUT God’s voice has an immediate quality to it.  When I have heard God’s voice it has been a COMPLETE REVELATION that I suddenly knew in an instant.

You are right now experiencing my words. They are coming out, word by word in a timely manner.  Your brain is waiting for me to reach the end of this sentence.  SUPERNATURALLY God is able to deliver the 1st word and the last word of His communication at the same time. God doesn’t communicate through our human understanding as much as he communicates through instant revelation.

4. Weight/feel/tone and learned experience

Your phone rings and you pick it up and you immediately recognize the voice of your parent. You recognize their tone, their speech patterns, and even their word choice.

Your phone rings and this time I pick it up… having never spoken to your parent I am not likely to identify their voice.

His sheep know His voice. Through the experience of being HIS, we should begin to recognize His voice.

Weight – When I have a “GOD DREAM” it has a different feeling to it.  It sometimes just feels really important and urgent.  I recognize God is communicating something important!

Feel – Just like the presence of important people in your life carry a certain feel, God’s presence also carries feelings.

Tone – As you hear God’s voice you learn that it is not like other voices. It stands apart and in a place all its own. The tone at which God speaks is recognizable. 

(If timing is right tell the Harley Stover Pulpit Shoes story and the burning hands story)

Do you have any questions?

Would you like to share your personal moments where God has spoken to you?

The most dangerous person for hell is the person who hears and obeys the voice of God 
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