Spooked 2 – Fear of the Supernatural
I hope you are having a spooktabular October. My name is Chris Fluitt and this is Redemption Church of Plano Tx. We are in the 2nd week of our message series – Spooked.

Last week we talked about the fear of men. What spooks you? 

Here is a list of common phobias.

· Arachnophobia – Fear of spiders.

· Ophidiophobia – Fear of snakes.

· Acrophobia – Fear of heights.

· Aerophobia – Fear of Flying.

· Cynophobia – Fear of dogs.

· Astraphobia – Fear of Thunder & Lightning.

· Trypanophobia – Fear of injections.

· Social Phobia – Fear of social situations.

· Agoraphobia – Fear of being alone and unable to escape.

· Mysophobia – Fear of germs.

· Homilophobia – Fear of Homilies or sermons. (I hope you don’t fear this one today)

Did you find yourself on this list? Is there something that scares you? Are there thoughts that scare you? Are there situations that scare you?  Are you spooked?

​Today we are going to talk about Phasmophobia – the fear of the supernatural

​Fear of the Supernatural
The natural is scary enough. But when our minds start to think about things that go beyond the natural , it can be paralyzing.
I remember being a young kid in day care… I was probably in pre-K.  And I remember vividly a commercial coming on the TV. There was a pretty young girl running from something. She looked very scared. She was running in a dark alley and was at a dead end and there was nowhere else to run.  Then the camera showed us what she was running from.  It was a shadowy figure walking toward her. 
Everything I was seeing in this commercial was possible in the natural. It was plenty scary already, but then something happened that blew my little 4 year old mind.  I would spend the next years thinking about what I am about to describe to you.

The shadowy figure walking down the alley held out his arms and his arms grew.  Those arms stretched out past what was natural to where he blocked the entire alley.
Freddy Kreuger
Here is a picture of what I saw. It was a commercial for the 1984 film “Nightmare on Elm Street” and later found out the shadowy figure was Freddy Kreuger.  

The natural is scary, but the supernatural can be that much scarier.
My 4 year old self tried to imagine trying to run around the long arms of the shadowy villain. No matter how often I imagined it and day dreamed about it, I never could get past his long arms.

The Supernatural is Spooky
Ghosts, haunted houses, devils, demons, vampires, werewolves, mummies, zombies, spirits… they are all 2 things.  #1 Scary and #2 Supernatural (beyond the natural).

The Supernatural can be very spooky.

There is a spooky story in your Bible that I want to talk about today.  It involves a town being completely terrified by the supernatural. Our story is found in Mark 5 and Luke 8.
Mark 5:1 (NIV2011) They went across the lake… 

Mark 5:2 (NIV2011) When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an impure spirit came from the tombs to meet him.  

Mark 5:3 (NIV2011) This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain.  

Mark 5:4 (NIV2011) For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him.  

Mark 5:5 (NIV2011) Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.  

This is a scary dude. The Supernatural is spooky.

The Supernatural is Spooky
· This man had impure evil spirits in him.

· This man lived in the graveyard.

· The people of the nearby village tried to chain him up.  They chained him hand and foot but he tore the chains apart with a supernatural strength.
· No one was strong enough to subdue him.

· Night & day the sound could be heard of him crying out… a haunting sound from a man filled with demons… 

· He would mutilate himself with stones… cutting his skin…
This guy was scary in the natural, but then when you add the supernatural element it becomes terrifying.
This demoniac scared everyone.  No one could solve this problem. Don’t you know that this man was the real life boogeyman to all the children in that village. The people in that area where trying to manage a supernatural problem… they were haunted by the demoniac.

God’s arms are not short
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