{BLACKOUT}

And now for a messed up story from Judges.  
Our story opens at Judges 4:1... where once again the Israelites where getting themselves into trouble...

{don’t read just show…}
Judges 4:1-2

Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, now that Ehud was dead. 2 So the Lord sold them into the hands of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor.


Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord.  Ehud was dead and all bets were off...
Jabin was the evil king and his army was captained by the evil general Sisera!…
{Stage Lights up}
{SISERA enters Center Stage and faces the audience. Never speaks, just pantomimes the description of the narrator}
He was The Commander Of The Army...  
A vicious and evil Commander with a terrible laugh and bad guy gestures... 
{SISERA Laughs wickedly while stroking his villain mustache... *EVIL LAUGH*  
He had 900 chariots…900!!!  Fitted with iron….Iron!!!

Scripture says that he cruelly oppressed the Israelites for 20 years….20?

That’s actually a long time…wow.

{SISERA stands proud and then walks off stage}

{Enter Deborah}

Now Deborah had been leading the Israelites at the time.  She was a powerful prophetess who heard from the Lord.  
{Deborah puts hand to ear then as next verse goes up, puts hand to mouth}

{Barak comes and stands next to her on stage}

Judges 4:6-7

She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead them up to Mount Tabor.7 I will lead Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his troops to the Kishon River and give him into your hands.’”
She got the word from the Lord that Barak and the armies of Israel should move against Sisera and that he would….be GIVEN INTO THEIR HANDS
But Barak was being fearful and so Deborah told him that the honor would not be his, but a woman’s.

{Barak and Deborah walk to right of stage}

Judges 4:9

9 “Certainly I will go with you,” said Deborah. “But because of the course you are taking, the honor will not be yours, for the Lord will deliver Sisera into the hands of a woman.”


The Israelites moved to Mount Tabor and Sisera gathered all of those iron chariots and headed out to FIGHT THEM.
{SISERA Marches Powerfully onto right of stage}

Since Barak didn’t seem to know how to take charge…

Judges 4:14

14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Go! This is the day the Lord has given Sisera into your hands. Has not the Lord gone ahead of you?” So Barak went down Mount Tabor, with ten thousand men following him. 

Deborah nudges him into battle and it is a violent situation…

{Deborah nudges him to meet SISERA at center stage}
{Cue Ancient Fighting Scene Volume Up Loud}
The Lord did exactly what He said He would and…
Judges 4:15

15 At Barak’s advance, the Lord routed Sisera and all his chariots and army by the sword
{Barak stands victorious}

Sisera got down from his chariot and fled!

{SISERA runs across stage back and forth fretting and screaming like a girl as Deborah and Barak leave the stage} 

Judges 4:16

16 Barak pursued the chariots and army as far as Harosheth Haggoyim, and all Sisera’s troops fell by the sword; not a man was left.
{Stop Ancient fighting scene.  Go to mountain scene}
Judges 4:17
17 Sisera, meanwhile, fled on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, because there was an alliance between Jabin king of Hazor and the family of Heber the Kenite.
In the meantime, Sisera flees on foot to the tent of Jael, because her husband was allies with Jabin.

{Jael comes onto stage to meet SISERA and they pantomime the following conversation}
Judges 4:18-19

18 Jael went out to meet Sisera and said to him, “Come, my lord, come right in. Don’t be afraid.” So he entered her tent, and she covered him with a blanket.19 “I’m thirsty,” he said. “Please give me some water.” She opened a skin of milk, gave him a drink, and covered him up.
They have a brief interaction and Jael invites him in and tucks him in with a blankie and milk

{Jael lays SISERA down and hands him milk and blanket to tuck him in}

SISERA instructs Jael to wait at the door and tell people that he’s not there.
Instead, she goes and gets a tent peg
{Jael gets tent peg as Barak stands in front of head-smashing scene holding a piece of posterboard that says censored.  SMASHING SOUND is heard off stage.  As smashing sound is made, Barak looks in disgust and insinuates vomiting.}

Judges 4:21

21 But Jael, Heber’s wife, picked up a tent peg and a hammer and went quietly to him while he lay fast asleep, exhausted. She drove the peg through his temple into the ground, and he died.
{Barak exits the stage and leaves posterboard off stage. SISERA lies dead on the ground as Jael stands triumphant, hammer in hand}

She kills him with a tent peg and a hammer.  That’s going pre-medieval on his behind!
{Barak runs back onto stage and looks shocked at Jael’s actions}

Barak shows up just in time for her to show him what she had done.  This lady, the hero of Israel, who brought about the Lord’s will through deception, cunning, and a little elbow grease.
Judges 4:23

23 On that day God subdued Jabin king of Canaan before the Israelites. 24 And the hand of the Israelites pressed harder and harder against Jabin king of Canaan until they destroyed him.
And the hand of the Israelites pressed harder against Jabin king of Canaan until they destroyed him.

{END}

{Roll Bumper Vid}



SISERA - Robert Y
Jael – Tiffany H.
Barak – Robert Cortez

Deborah – Ashley E..


Brick
Tent peg

Marshal’s Sword
Cape-ish type apparatus for SISERA
Hammer x 2
Blanket
Fake milk
Background video of ancient fighting (maybe cut and edited from this http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IY-Hcr4bB3U)

Background Image of a mountain (maybe this one: http://us.123rf.com/400wm/400/400/kavram/kavram0911/kavram091100103/5958233-footpath-among-the-blossoming-spring-nature-the-north-of-israel-mountain-meron.jpg)
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