TURN FROM IDOLS
1 Thess 1:6-9

6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:

7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.

8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.
9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;

Idols and images were the first thing expressly forbidden by God in writing. 
Ex 20:3-5

3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:

5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;

Thessalonica was a city that was immersed in Grecian mythology and Roman decadence. This was a culture completely shaped , infused and ruled by idolatry.

Greek mythology and the excesses of Rome were the foundation for all education, entertainment, science, government and thought.  

The “turning away” from these idols was such a powerful powerful testimony to all those in the region that Paul states that they did not even need to say anything to them.

Paul wrote to the young Church and told them about the power of there own testimony. Something amazing happened in the lives of this group of converts which caused an explosion of  the gospel throughout the whole region of the Roman empire. The testimony was so powerful that it was not even necessary to preach in the places where the testimony was heard.

FROM YOU---- not a preacher sounded out the word of the Lord

IN EVERY PLACE--- no stopping your story.

WE NEED NOT SPEAK ANYTHING--- Preacher did not need to persuade.

What happened in this Capital city of the second region of the Roman 

empire that that rocked their ancient world?

Paul did not cite supernatural miracles.
There was no mention of social activism
They did not even have a pastor until Timothy could return, so it was no the voice of s dynamic charismatic leader.
YOU TURNED YOU BACK ON IDOLS to worship the living God.

The tyranny of idols

Without an understanding of the power that idols held over the lives of people you can not know how remarkable this move by the thessalonian Church was.
Ps 106:38

38 And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood.

Jer 32:35

35 They built high places for Baal in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to sacrifice their sons and daughters to Molech, though I never commanded, nor did it enter my mind, that they should do such a detestable thing and so make Judah sin. 

Idols can never create faith, they only turn existing faith into fear and insecurity. Idol worship would dominate then denigrate every life it touched.

Idols demanded their children and they obeyed.

Kings and rulers and priests lived in fear of the idols.

Daughters were prostituted to appease the idols.

Not one area of any life was left untouched by idols.

AND THEY TURNED FROM IDOLS to worship the living GOD.

They snubbed the unsnubbable. 

They turn and walked away from what was thought inescapable.

They just turned away from what was consuming the lives of all those around them.

They simply shook off the bondage that was holding everyone in their culture by the throat.

And that is something to tell about. 

The gospel needs no further proof than the changed lives of it hearers.

A changed life is the most effective sermon anyone can preach.

He gave me JOY, peace, made me free, gave hope to replace dread…

They came to know what paul would articulate to the Corinthian Church. 

1 Cor 8:3-6

3 But if any man love God, the same is known of him.

If you truly love God everyone will know it. 

4 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.

5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,)

6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.

An idol has no power of it’s own, only the power that that is given to it by people. It is a rock or a piece of wood without any power or influence that is not inferred upon it by people.
That image only has the power over the life of it’s worshipper that is given by the worshipper.

THE COMMANDMENT INTERNALIZED.
No graven images

These commandments have not ceased 

Explain O.T. vs. N.T

Heb. 10 : 16 I will put my laws in their hearts…
Num 33:52

52 drive out all the inhabitants of the land before you. Destroy all their carved images and their cast idols, and demolish all their high places.

2 Cor 10:4-5
4(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.
92 times the term high places is used in conjuction with idols.
Idols (graven images) and High places……………….O.T.
Imaginations  (mental images) and high things………N.T.
The way to kill an idol is to turn from it.
It has no power. Only what you give it.
They became an example simply by turning away from idols.


The reason they carved in stone is because they did not have cable.

The reason they fashioned sculptures is because they did not have GQ or cosmo, magazines. 

But those are the images that have influence in this world.

