The Importance of Doctrine

Paul stood toe to toe with the small “g” god makers on Mars hill in Athens Greece among a maze of monument sculptures and dozens of devotions. 

None of these great thinkers of Greece were the intellectual equal of this little tent maker. This man was an authority on all matters deity. He was certain that he had spotted between the lines of their myths and between the monuments and sculptures the heretofore unsatisfied quest for connection.  It was these monuments and myths which they hoped would supply at least explanation if not access to the mysteries of God and creation to which they were assigned. 

He recognized that this endless succession of shrines was the natural end of the devotions of thoughtful people who are left to divine their own answers. Having seen the strings of creation and being left to imagine who or what may be pulling them, these brilliant men forged fancy tales and fabulous works of art and literature, but it was never enough. He looked closely at these shrines and altars and labeled them accurately as “Superstition”. Paul then seized on a single altar with the inscription “TO THE UNKNOWN GOD”. This altar was their confession that every other altar was a shot in the dark, and that their every accompanying myth was but a guess. It was built to the certainty that the truth was still out there somewhere, somewhere no myth could reach. A truth no statue accurately represents. They figured this out all by themselves; amazing! Paul told them that they were actually very close to truth. He said “He is not far from any one of you”. With all the idolatry and pagan practices they still had the hard part already taken care of, the desire, the intellectual curiosity, the passion was already there, all they needed was the right information, the right doctrine. 
That truth came walking into Athens that very day with the malformed posture and feeble gait of this true and battle worn soldier. He said, “ I’m going to tell you truth which will show your superstition for what it is.” That is exactly what he did. Many believed. Many others said “Hey, that sounds right, we want to hear more later.” I’m certain that they did. 
“Superstition” is the proper name for the devotions of the uninformed and the misinformed. Superstition is always present when sound doctrine is not.  

Proper Doctrine is the only way we were given in which we can bridge the gulf between sincere intentions and true connection, between hunger and salvation, between an honest heart and the honest truth. The importance of proper doctrine can not be overstated. Passion, desire and an honest heart may bring you precariously close, but DOCTRINE is the necessary ingredient overlooked by many today.   
True Doctrine is generally far more simple than its’ superstitious counterparts. 
 2 Cor 11:3

 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

Jesus asked the woman at the well for a drink. She obliged. He then made this statement “if you knew the gift of God and who you are talking to, you would ask him and he would give to you living water …”
Jesus was apparently convinced that the only thing missing in this woman’s life was proper teaching. If she had that knowledge, he seemed certain everything else was already present in order for her to “never thirst again”. With the five failed marriages in her past, and the obvious moral failings of her present lifestyle, Jesus saw her greatest lacking was one of Doctrine. If you knew truth, no failed relationship of the past and no moral sickness of the present could keep you from him.

God’s love is a Doctrine.

Salvation itself is a doctrine.

Baptism, laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, eternal judgment….all doctrine.

Mercy, grace, forgiveness, atonement….all doctrine.

Redemption, Righteousness , glory… all doctrine. 

His blood, his name, his return….all doctrine.   What in the world are we to propagate if not doctrine? How in the world do we or anyone else hope to find him without the proper form of doctrine? There are doctrines over which there is little disagreement, there are doctrines which are less widely accepted. We are not to adopt doctrine based upon how widely it is accepted or on the basis of its popularity, but rather on the basis of the scriptures? Less popular doctrines such as the numerical integrity of God, Godly living, separation from the customs and fads of the world are scriptural doctrines as well for which we are equally responsible.   

I think of the wise men that had traveled in the neighborhood of two years following a star. These Magi were from the Far East and were obviously practitioners of forbidden practice of astrology. They had the passion and the desire and the intellectual curiosity necessary to get as far as Jerusalem. They were not really that far off. It was there at Jerusalem where the trail obviously went cold, so they stopped and asked where the child would be born. It was then that the scribes were obliged to quote the book of Micah ch.5 and told them that he would be born in Bethlehem. They made it as far as Jerusalem, some mere five miles from the lowly manger, where the savior of the world was laid. The scribes had the correct doctrine with none of the passion and desire and both they and the Magi were the exact equal distance, (five miles) from the savior.   

The old saying is “you don’t want to switch horses in mid-stream”. I’m not sure what that means but if these men had not been willing to do just that, their two year journey would have been utterly wasted. They were forced in mid-journey to abandon the horse of astrology and climb on the back of the prophet Micah in order to make their journey worth while. It was essential at some point that the proper information be injected into all that passion and purpose or it all becomes pointless. Five miles from Jesus may as well be five thousand if you don’t know where to go from here. The importance of true doctrine cannot be overstated when given to the sincere and to the wandering. It serves as little more than fodder for arguments when given to the insincere and self satisfied.

Twenty years ago we were exposed to the seductive idea that we all (all Christian movements) were all going the same direction, that we all had similar goals and similar beliefs etc…  and the only thing holding us back was all that pesky doctrinal nit-picking. The passion, desire and good intentions are all we need. After all, we all believe in Jesus, don’t we?  Twenty years ago we heard these ecumenical voices who were saying then that we Apostolics should cast aside the essentiality of certain doctrine in the interest of unity. Many of these same voices are now saying that we Christians should cast away our insistence that Jesus is the only way and make room for Mohamed and The Buddha etc… . Christianity, Islam, Judaism and many others are very similar in our beliefs and goals and the only thing keeping us apart is all this pesky religious exclusivity. All we really need is the passion and sincerity and desire and tolerance. After all, we all believe in God, don’t we?    

Biblical doctrine is the way we label the mysteries and phenomena of God and creation, it is the only way we can discern truth from superstition. The moment we decide that doctrine is not important, we forfeit the value of all our passion and desire. Our good intentions and desire may take us close to God but we will never find him without the scribes. Doctrine is the guidance system for all that passion. 

It is important to remind you that the Magi and the Scribes were an equal distance from the savior, and that doctrine alone will not span the distance between God and man. We see that the Scribes with the doctrine down cold, yet without enough interest, desire or curiosity to travel the slightest distance to welcome the Messiah to their planet. It is always the proper mixture of truth and spirit, Passion and direction, desire and instruction which makes known to us the UNKNOWN GOD.  

I have consistently accompanied the word “doctrine” with the word “true”
Or “sound” or “correct” or “proper”. This is because doctrine comes in sometimes on the wind and often “blows us about”. All doctrine must be consistent with all other doctrine.

It doesn’t take long for false doctrine to entrench itself into our faith. Such doctrine is dangerous and often devilish.

It is believed by many scholars that the seven churches of Asia addressed in the book of Revelation represent seven time periods of church history. Let’s accept that premise for a moment. 

The church at Ephesus is said to represent the time period from 30AD to the year 100AD.

Christ warns them there of the “deeds of the Nicolaitans” (Rev. 2:6)
The church of  Pergamos represents 312AD to the year 590AD.

Christ warns them here of the “doctrine of the Nicolaitans”  (Rev. 2:15)
Between the years 100 and 312 there was an evolution from deeds to doctrine. There are practices and teachings which were never sanctioned by God or his word that have been woven into the fabric of Christian Doctrine strictly through the passing of time. Many of these “doctrines” are harmless, all are useless, and some are devilish.
Value true Doctrine, Care enough for it to matter to you, your diligence and its direction will always find you at the feet of the Savior.
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