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Matt 26:6-13

6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper,

7 There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat.

8 But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste?

9 For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor.

10 When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me.

11 For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not always.
12 For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial.

13 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her.

There are few passages in scripture in which  character contrasts are genuinely made. Where two people or groups of people so accurately represent the opposing mindsets of people in the church today. 

Ex. 

      Mary and Martha ----Jesus made it very clear that he preferred the former and not the later.
      The Pharisee and the publican. He made it clear that he preferred the later and not the former
This was one of those moments. Two completely divergent views of service were presented here.
It was clear by the savior’s response which attitude was superior.

One approach to service to Jesus is represented by the words of the disciples, the other by this woman who broke the box of ointment. 
One is calculated, rational, business-like and restrained.

*The other is uncalculated (she broke the box, it all came out)

*It was irrational (there was no thought it’s value, only his)

*It was not business-like or restrained.

*It was very spontaneous and unrestrained. 
Jesus made it abundantly clear that he desired the later, not the former. 

Jesus said “the poor you have with you always”

 (translation..) The poor will always be poor. 

You could give all this to the poor and they would consume it and be right back where they are, poor.  That would be the end of it.

Go down to the lowest, poorest community in the country, There will be some who have been casualties of poor health, temporary setbacks, ect….

I know this from experience. Most of the “poor”, if you went to their house and hand delivered $10,000, within a week there would be a new giant screen T.V., a new set of spinners on the 1984 chevette, a new water bed in the trailer house, and they would still be poor.

The poor you will have with you always,

 no matter how much you give.

President Lynden Johnson about 40 years ago declared “war on poverty”
More than two trillion dollars has been spent on the poor, today there are more people in poverty than ever.

The poor will always be there. Jesus said so.       

Prov 19:7

7 All the brethren of the poor do hate him: how much more do his friends go far from him? he pursueth them with words, yet they are wanting to him.
Why? They are always wanting something
Prov 20:13

13 Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied with bread.

Prov 20:13

13 Do not love sleep or you will grow poor;

stay awake and you will have food to spare. (from New International Version)
Prov 23:21

21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags.

Prov 28:19

19 He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough.

Then he said that she spent it on me and as long and as far as the gospel is preached they will hear about this woman’s devotion, it will be used to minister to the masses for generations. 

Her extravagance will be a legacy for millions for millinia whereas if it were given to anyone else it would just be “spent”.

The  two approaches to Christ are in stark contrast, the calculating, the skimpy, as opposed to the extravagant and even “wasteful”. 

Only what is done for Jesus will last.

Don’t short change Jesus, anything you keep from him will disappear.

Moths will get it

Thieves will steal it

Poor will consume it

Rust will eat it 

Go overboard with  your worship.

Be wasteful in your devotion.

Give him more than he is asking you for.

Our problem is that we do not go overboard with anything,
We approach everything cautiously, with an eye for practicality.

I believe that there are thing that we should be nuts about.   

