Who defines your experience?
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Luke 1:5-20

5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.

6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.

7 And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years.

8 And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course,

9 According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord.

10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense.

11 And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.

12 And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.
14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth.

15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.

16 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.

17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

18 And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.

19 And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.

20 And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.
1:57-63

57 Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a son.

58 And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her.

59 And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father.

60 And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John.

61 And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name.

62 And they made signs to his father, how he would have him called.

He is dumb not deaf

63 And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they marvelled all.

Neighbors and Cousins
Well meaning people that just did not see what you saw or hear what you heard, did not feel what you felt when it leapt in your womb.

These are people who with the best of intentions take the miracle you have received and force it right back into the mold of tradition and routine.

THIS IS IMPORTANT

All Elisabeth had to do to loose her promise was simply to sit there.

There were those all around her that were more than happy to take the supernatural blessing in her life and to redefine it into the same old tradition.

They will say “ oh she’s all excited right now”, give it some time he will settle back into the mainstream of religion. And they will begin immediately to redefine your experience. If you are not careful they will take what you heard, what you felt, what was birthed in your life and define it to suit there religious ideas.   

We need some people like Elisabeth who will stand up and say “NOT SO”.

I have a blessing here that you are not qualified to define.

You think you know what is best, but you didn’t see what I saw. You didn’t feel what I felt, you didn’t hear what I heard, and I will not allow a bunch of folks who didn’t see my, didn’t feel my blessing, didn’t give birth to my blessing to define my blessing.

Religious movements

Were all born in the light of revelation. They were forged in the fire of revival.

One right after another were retrieved right back into the mediocrity from which they sprang. And it will happen in our movement, it is happening in our movement. Let us be the one who stands and insists “NOT SO”
Most every church in this town
Every new Christian
Saw he visions so to speak. They were born with passion and power, and immediately there began an attempt to repatriate them right back into the old habits, old traditions and ceremonies of formal religion.

The neighbors and cousins said “none of your kindred are called by this name.”   
You know you grandma never worshipped this way. Why she would turn over in her grave.

Luke 12:51-53

51 Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division:

52 For from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, and two against three.

53 The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the mother in law against her daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.

Col 2:6-8

6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

Rev 2:4-5

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

Jn. Chapter 9

The Pharisees made every attempt to take this man who had received the great touch of God in his life and reassimulate him back into their religion.

One thing I know, I was blind now I see.
You can say what you want ot about me. You can say what you want to about him, but I was blind and you can’t change that. I now can see and you can’t change that. 
They cast him out.

CAST ME OUT!!

Once you felt the hands of Jesus don’t ever go back.
