What The Body Is Missing
James 3:17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.
1 Peter 4:8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. 9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging. 10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

There seems to be a move afoot in the world of religion to see who believes the least. 
Many don’t believe in doctrinal differences
Joel Osteen doesn’t believe in preaching about or against or naming sin.
Many don’t believe in biblical absolutes.
The Jesus Seminar does not believe in the Biblical Jesus.  

Many of the emergent church movement do not believe that you need to denounce pagan practices to be a Christian.  (Syncretism)
Apparently many no longer believe in the sacredness of the marriage vow. 

There is a rediscovering of Gnosticism among so called Christians.  Where we take a few of the Judeo-Christian concepts of God and Evil and marry them with some Plato philosophy.  (Huge surge among liberal evangelicals.)
On and on it goes. There is actually a competition out their in some circles to see who can have the fewest beliefs.   There is a pride that emerges, “we don’t judge anyone, we don’t condemn anyone, this is our path, your path may be equally good.”     There is emerging a whole generation of Christians who are so terrified of offending anyone or alienating anyone that they refuse to state ANY absolute belief.  
THIS IS FOOLISH.  If you are wondering where you are this evening, you are in a church that still believes in doctrine, we are not vanilla, you want to know how to be saved, we want you to understand that there are absolute truths, we want you to understand that there are things that are right and things that are wrong.  
Many in our world have interpreted the commandment of scripture to love and not to offend as the mandate to abandon biblical truth.  NOT SO.
It is still possible to speak the truth in love.  (Ephesians 4:15)
We do not have to dilute everything out of the body of Christ, out of the Bread of Life and leave it some bland, vanilla, milk toast, flavorless, homogenized thing.   Someone told me recently about going to a church and they said it was like “seeing a decent show followed by a cool seminar.”   The bread of life has been drained of all flavor and distinction. 
But the breads should be missing some stuff.   Unleavened bread is distinct and remarkable, not because of what is in it, but rather by what is not in it.  You never notice that leaven is there, you only notice that it is not there. You can eat bread all day long and the leaven is not remarkable.

When you taste this bread, immediately it becomes remarkable because of what is NOT there. 

The problem is we have tried to make the body of Christ, the church, the bread of life remarkable, by what is not there.  But we are removing the wrong stuff.  The thing missing in the body should not be absolute beliefs and biblical truth, we should keep them all, we are not vanilla in that regard. But rather what we should be missing is the malice and the jealousy and the fakery and the hypocrisy that is in the rest of the world.
We must be remarkable for what we are and what we are not. 
You never notice that leaven is there, you only notice that it is not there. You can eat bread all day long and the leaven is not remarkable.

When you taste this bread, immediately it becomes remarkable. 

People never notice how savage and selfish the world around them is until they come into an environment where those things are missing.  AND IT IS ALWAYS REMARKABLE.   
The Remarkable Christ
As wonderful as Christ was, he was wonderful more for what he wasn’t. 

Hebrews 4:15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
In a world filled with sinful, sin stained, sin committing people, He was remarkable for being WITHOUT sin.   In a race where every single person had been marked He was remarkable for being unmarked.  He is remarkable for facing every temptation we face without ever falling into the traps we fall into.  

Isaiah 53:9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.
Since Cain picked up a club, bashed Able in the head and lied to God about it humanity has been plagued by violence and deceit.  One fueling the other.  Countless wars have been fought, are being fought.   The greatest killer of man is man.  The greatest source of harm for humanity is humanity.   The overwhelming source of fear for the overwhelming bulk of the world is other people.  

We take to deceit like a duck to water.  No one believes any political party or any politician.  No one believes anyone.  We don’t believe the media.  We don’t believe our parents.  We don’t believe our institutions.   

Violence and Deceit are the trademarks of the human race. 

And then there came a man who had no trace of either in Him.  And don’t you think He was remarkable?  Don’t you think He stood out?

Jesus Christ walked across a tiny corner of our world for a few years and the world has never recovered. – Stuart Briscoe
He was as remarkable for what He was not as for what He was. 
REMARKABLE CITY
The Bible teaches us that we are going to go toa remarkable place.  The new Jerusalem that the followers of Christ will be raptured to is amazing. 

Revelation 21:16 And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. 17 And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel. 18 And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.19 And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; 20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 25 And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.26 And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.
Revelation 21:4  And there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain:

Honestly, I really don’t care about al of those minerals and gold and pearls and walls.  All of that is fine, and I am sure it is beautiful.  But do you know what makes heaven remarkable to me?   What is not there.

Nothing there to tempt me. 

Nothing to cause me to sin. 
Nothing evil that can prey on those I love.
Nothing that will defile a child. 
No evil that will cause a mom to douse her kids in gas and set them ablaze.
No sin that produces disease.

No disease that ends in death.
No reason or cause to cry in pain, fear, frustration, hurt, or disappointment.

Think of all the reasons to grieve, none of them will be there.  

Heaven is as remarkable for what is not there as it is for what is there. 
THE REMARKABLE CHURCH
The church is truly remarkable for what it DOES NOT HAVE.
Rom 12:9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.

Eph 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:

Ephesians 5:27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.
Phil 1:10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;

Phil 2:14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings:

Phil 2:15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;

1 Timothy 2:8 I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.
1 Tim 5:21 I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality.
1 Tim 6:14 That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:

James 3:17  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.
1 Peter 4:9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging.
2 Peter 3:14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

The world will never recognize how corrupt, violent, evil, filthy, vile, and debased their environment is until they walk into one that is not.  And when they do the difference is remarkable.  It is worth it to us and to them to fight to keep this stuff OUT of the church.   It is the greatest church growth strategy in the world.   When people encounter a culture that is alien to theirs, when they find a culture that has NONE of the cancer that they live with on a daily basis….they cannot HELP but to be drawn to it. 
When they walk out of a corporate world ruled by greed and infighting.

When they come to us from families marked by violence

When they come to us from social circles that are all about sin and degradation

When they come to us from backgrounds of alienation and discrimation.

And they find a house where NONE OF THAT STUFF EXISTS…how remarkable is THAT going to be to them. 

Jesus warned us to keep these things out. 
LEAVEN

Matthew 16:6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 11 How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees? 12 Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.

Mark 8:15 And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod.

Luke 12:1 In the mean time, when there were gathered together an innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.
1 Corinthians 5:6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?
It doesn’t take a lot of that stuff to corrupt the whole body, to corrupt the whole house.  We are a body so if one member is infected by it, it spreads.  Become a defender of the house, a defender of the body.   Else how are our friends and loved ones going to see the distinction between this environment and the one they come out of?   I am charging the followers of Jesus Christ that call this church their home to keep this stuff cleaned out. 
If you saw a dirty diaper wouldn’t you pick it up and throw it away?  Don’t let this stuff go unchecked. 
1 Corinthians 5:7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:
1 Corinthians 5:8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
I am drawn to Christ for what he isn’t
Look forward to heaven for what it hasn’t.
Love the church for what it isn’t

