State of the Church

                                                                 8-24-05 wed. pm
There is something terribly missing in the Church in America today. 

LEADERSHIP.

We need a Moses who say “we go north.”

We need leaders not dictators in the pulpits.

We need leaders in the congregation who are have the vision of the house.

The Pentecostal movement is fragmenting today, mostly over small issues and trivial disagreements. The reason for this is because we have lost focus of the big thing which has united us. Hence we have nothing around which we can unite, and because we have no great things uniting us, we are fragmenting over just about anything.

1.  We need to reaffirm our reasons for being.

To bring truth to the community - outreach
To bring people to bible Salvation and Holy Living.
2.  We need to define victory

We need to know what to be happy about.
In baseball or any other sport there are certain things that occur in the course of the game which do not in themselves constitute victory yet people still cheer and celebrate.

Sometimes you hear people cheering and celebrating even when they are behind.

There are certain things which may not amount to absolute victory but we still need to rejoice over.

We need to identify these times and know when we are doing well. When we know we are doing well, when small victories come we should know to rejoice.

The team may be 5 runs behind in the 8th inning and someone grounds a ball into right field for a single and the team claps and celebrates. 

We should identify these times.

When someone repents.

Baptized

Holy Ghost

When the parking lot is paid off

When someone recovers

When a backslider comes back

We should look for these opportunities, and not be a bit shy about rejoicing over these types of events.  

We should know instinctively that the ultimate victory we all seek will never come without these small graces.

Zech 4:8-10

8 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 9 "The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands will also complete it. Then you will know that the LORD Almighty has sent me to you. 

10 "Who despises the day of small things? Men will rejoice when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. 

(from New International Version)

Ezra Chapter 4 - Rebuilt  the Temple

We should know when to Cheer

We rejoice with those who rejoice

Saving of the lost

Prosperity of the Church

Small victories

We must rejoice and be thankful for every double, single, sacrifice fly, bunt, etc … until we win the whole game.  


