SEARCHING FOR THE LIVING
6-4-06 sun. am

Luke 24:1-5

1 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.

2 And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.

3 And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.

4 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments:

5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead?
Why are you seeking for life among the dead? 

This is the question that should be asked of our world today.

This is the Question that should be asked of the world of religion today.

Why are people seeking for life in the things and in the places that are so full of death?
It should be asked, why do people place their faith in formalism and empty DEAD religion to find the life that they need.

What is going through a young persons head when they are confronted with Meth? 

This substance has brought nothing but death and destruction to every one that it touches.

What is it that makes you look at it and say “yea that’s what I need to improve my life?

What is it that makes you think that pornography will in any way enhance your life or the lives of anyone around you? it has damaged every marriage that it has been introduced into.   

Alcohol 

Rom 6:23

23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The wages of sin has always been death,

What is it that makes you think that you will somehow find life there?

James 1:15

15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

When sin finishes, it always brings forth death. Why would you think it would bring forth anything else in your life? 

Ezek 18:4

4 Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.

Sin kills, yet millions this mourning are wandering through the graveyard of sin, convinced that somewhere among all the death and misery is the life they seek.

But the good news is that you have come to a beautiful place this mourning, and in this beautiful place there is the life that you really seek for.  

DOG VOMIT
Prov 26:11

11 As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his folly.

Prov 26:11

11 As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly. (from N I V)
Why would you go back to the thing that only brought you sickness and sorrow to begin with?

The first time you ate it, perhaps you didn’t know what it would do to you. but when you would deliberately go back to what has already brought you misery you are what the BIBLE calls a FOOL.
You may be as the women in Luke 24, you may be coming here this mourning hoping to sprinkle a little spice and perfume on your decaying hope. 

A few drops of perfume on the disappointments in your life. 

You may have came here this morning hoping to find something here that would make your life smell a little bit better where maybe you could bear it for a few more day before the stench becomes overwhelming.

BUT YOU ARE IN THE LAND OF THE LIVING THIS MOURNING.

We are more than conquerors thru him that loved us.

We rejoice with Joy unspeakable and full of glory.

We have been given life and more abundant life.

But Jesus has come to this place to give you life, and to give it more abundantly.

John 10:10

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
Why are you seeking for the living among the dead?
The question could also be turned around.

The world is full of two kinds of people;

THOSE WHO ARE SEARCHING FOR THE LIVING AMOUNG THE DEAD, and THOSE WHO ARE SEARCHING FOR THE DEAD AMONG THE LIVING 

Why are you searching for the dead among the LIVING.

There are those who seek only for death and they are in far worse jeopardy than those who are seeking life among the dead.

If you are seeking life this mourning, you are in the right place, regardless of how many times you have sinned and been disappointed,

COME, LIFE IS HERE. 

Don’t ever become one of those that come to the house of life searching for something dead to feed upon.     
