PRO-ACTIVE PARISH

I.

Job 1:5

5 And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually.

Pro-active measures
II.    Salvation was a pro-active measure.

Rom 5:8

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

He did not say, Let’s wait until man gets sick of their sin, then I’ll see about blood and salvation.
Blood and salvation was furnished in advance, and at the moment a man or woman tires of their sin, they find that pro-active measures have already been taken.

In fact we find that this pro-active work bean at the foundation of human history.  Rev. 13:8

III.
Prodigal son / prodigal Father   FATHER WAS PRO-ACTIVE.

“Ran to him”.

Calf was already fatted.

SON WAS REACTIVE

IV. Creation was pro-active.

  The environment in which man could thrive was produced in advance. Man has proliferated from 2 to 6,000,000,000 in the environment which he was brought into.

e should be equally pro-active when asking GOD to come into our world. 

We should be willing to produce an environment in which his presence can flourish and proliferate.

Worship

Unity

Faith

Prayer

Praise   ………..ect…  Or worship should be pro-active. 

Woman in the news recently who ran over her husband (a dentist) 10 times and killed him.  They were debating whether he would be charged with 1st, 2nd or 3rd degree murder.

1st, 2nd, 3rd degree murder. 3rd neglect, 2nd passion, 3rd premeditated. Let us commit worship in the first degree.
V. New Jerusalem is a pro-active measure.

John 14:1-3

4:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

VI.   Wisdom is a pro-active product.

Prov 1:20-28

20 Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets:

21 She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying,

22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?

23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you.

24 Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded;

25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof:

26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh;

27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you.

28 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me:

VII.      We must be a pro-active church.

We will be one of these 3 things.

Pro-active Church

Re-active Church

In-active Church

Let us be the aggressors, may we dictate the terms of the battle.

What if this community had to respond to us.

What if our enemy had to spend all his efforts reacting to our aggression.  
VIII.

We must always remember that we are running to Canaan land not from Egypt. The people of Israel never knew.
We are not running from Sodom but toward the mountain top.

We are not running from darkness but rather to the marvelous light.
IX.
Joseph was proactive .  Wildly successful
X.

Armour ofGOD.

