NATURE and CHRACTER

Lesson one

9-17-06 sun.am
Jonah 4:2

2 And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.

Jonah 3:6-9

6 For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.

7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water:

8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.

9 Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?

Notice the contrast in the words of the king of Nineveh and the words of Jonah.

*King says who knows, it’s a long shot, lets throw a hail Mary.

*Jonah says “I knew you and I knew you would do this, and that is why I ran to Tarsish.”

Jonah was able to predict what God would do because he knew his character.    I knew that if they repented you would act according to your nature and be merciful to them.

It is no surprise that God acts according to his character.

God is;

Love

Consuming fire

Faithful

Just

Incapable of lying

Merciful 

This is what we mean when we say “You can count on God”, He always act according to his NATURE.

Satan also should never surprise you. He will always act out his NATURE.  

John 8:44

4 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

Yet it still seems to blow us away every time he lies to us, MAN!! I DIDN’T SEE THAT COMING!! This is incredible. 

John 10:10

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy:

 I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
Interacting with the spirit world is not guess work.

God will act according to character, as will Satan. THEY WILL NEVER DEVIATE FROM THAT.

Satan will NEVER tell you the truth, God is NEVER going to lie to you.
Actions are outgrowths of Character.

The spirit world will never act in contrast to their character, and guess what, neither will you. 
Luke 6:43-45

43 For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes.

45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.
We do not act out of Character, everything we do and say is a reflection of what is inside of us. 
THIS IS THE REASON NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS ARE BOGUS.

We are merely attempting to change our behavior without receiving a new heart, a new nature.

We are called to live a higher life, a better life, and yes a more abundant life.

God did not just save us, His design for your life is revealed in 

Gal 4:19

19 My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you,

He intends for us to live according to the new nature, formed within us.

This is why the scripture uses the term “new creature”, we are not just old creatures with new rules, old thing really are passed away, all thing have become new.

Gal 2:20

20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

We should never need to figure out how we are going to respond and act when;…

We face temptation

Called upon to forgive

When given the opportunity to give

When given the chance to live for something other than ourselves.

WE ARE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT IF WE DO ENOUGH GOOD AND RIGHT STUFF WE THEN WILL BECOME GOOD AND RIGHT.

This is so backwards.

We are not good and right because we do good and right stuff. We do good and right stuff because Christ is formed in us, because the Holy Ghost has transformed our minds and hearts. 

Luke 10 

Tells us a story of a man. 

Falls among thieves.

Religious people passed by 

Samaritan came by …….

This is not the story of the robbery victim 

This is not the  story of the callused priest

This is the story of the ___________ Samaritan.

He was not the good Samaritan because he helped the man, He helped the man because he was the GOOD Samaritan.

I am here this mourning to call Christian people to higher living.

God has placed in us his life, his heart, his mind, his spirit, YOU AND I SHOULD LIVE ACCORDING TO THAT CHARACTER. 

If we are not living according to that character, it is because that character is not formed in us, we will always act according to our character.   
We still need the HOLY GHOST in our lives, we still need Christ formed in us.

THE GOD EXPECTATION OF A GOD LIFE.

Isa 5:1-2

1 Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill:

2 And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.

God has an expectation of us that their will begin in us a new character, a new nature, etc…..

1. Given all he has provided, he is justified in his expectation.

2. He put it in a fruitful hill.. (look where you are this mourning)

3. I built a fence around it.  (put his protection around you.)

4. Removed stones.   (lifted weight and hindrances out of life)

5. Put the choisest vine there (my sacrifice, my spirit, my word)

6. Built a tower… (gave you strength … Joy of the Lord) 
Given he has done all this, he has aright to expect sweetness and fruitfulness and productivity, 

But instead I get bitterness, sourness, undisciplined and untamed vines that only choke out life.
You have not simply received a heart transplant, you have received a NEW heart, his heart.      

Nature and Character

Lesson two

Against Such There is no Law

7-26-06 wed. pm.

Gal 5:18-23

18  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.      What does this mean? Does this mean that after you have received the Holy Ghost that you no longer need to obey the law?

Does it mean that now you can commit adultery? That now you can kill and steal and bare false witness? 
Rom 8:1

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

The law was designed to govern man’s evil desires. To regulate the natural tendencies of people. These “natural tendencies” are called works of the flesh. The law was invented by God to POLICE these desires.

Law enforcement of today is a good example of this. Officers patrol the streets in order to effect the behavior of people who WANT TO BREAK THE LAW. If you don’t want to break the law, that officer does not really effect you one way or the other. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
People led by this spirit are not under the law because their nature and their proclivities are not forbidden by law. AGAINST SUCH THERE IS NO LAW.

The fruit is where it’s at.
One whose life is governed by the Holy Ghost produces fruit which is not against the law.

The law began as ten commandments Christ even condensed them further to two commandments, Love God, Love neighbor  . After that came an endless number of follow up laws which were designed to seal up the “loop holes” in the original ten.  

You cannot make enough laws to stop people who want to do evil.

Even in Jesus’ day they were still finding the loop holes.

 Luke 10:25-29

25 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?

26 He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?

27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.

28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.

29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?
____________________________________________________________
We are not trying to achieve more;

1. love

2. joy

3. peace

4. longsuffering

5. gentleness

6. goodness

7. faith

8. meekness

9. self control

These things are fruits OF THE SPIRIT. we should be trying harder to follow the spirit. To be full of the Holy Ghost.

WE NEED THE HOLY GHOST.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The fruits of the spirit are not to be confused with the gifts of the spirit.

A gift says nothing about the recipient.

A 17 year old w/o a job driving around in a $50,000 sports car.

That car says nothing of that kids earning ability.

………………………………….money management skills.

…………………………………work ethic.. nothing

I can give my 10 year old daughter anything I choose. I know and I want her to know that that gift is not a reflection of her accomplishments. 

The word “GIFT” itself indicates that it is not a result of any pursuit of ones own. 

Fruit is different it is an indicator of the condition of the tree.

It is a mark of maturity of the plant.  

Gal 5:22-23

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

Matt 7:15-23

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.

18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

Gift of the spirit are not indicators of the condition of the recipient.

Fruit of the spirit is an indicator of the condition of the tree.

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Fruit is a mark of maturity.

Date palm takes almost 50  years to produce dates

Peach tree ---------5 years

Paper shell pecan tree---------20 years

Walnut tree----------------10 years

I wish one time we could be known by our fruits.

We all wish to be known for our gifts.. speak in tongues, miracles, signs, wanders ect..

You may not know it but it is not these things which identify us as his. I NEVER KNEW YOU.

DERIVITIVE LIFE

*   It is not enough just to go to church, It really isn’t.

· Repeating a sinners prayer that incidentally is not even Biblical is not enough. It really isn’t.

Being called a Christian is not enough, it really isn’t.

RECEIVE YE THE HOLY GHOST.

Acts 19 Have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed.

Two conclusions can be reached from this one question.

1. Since it was the first question asked, it is apparent that this is the first priority of the Apostle.

2. You cannot tell if someone has received the  Holy Ghost by looking at them. 
We produce from what lies on the inside of us. What we do and what we say is a product of what we are.








