I Say , But You Say 8-16- 06 wed. pm.
Mal 3:7-18
You’ve Robbed Me

7 Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.
9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.

12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.

You’ve Spoken Against Me

13 Your words have been stout against me, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much against thee?
14 Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before the LORD of hosts?

15 And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even delivered.

16 Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.

17 And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.
Mal 3:7-18

7 "Though you have scorned my laws from earliest time, yet you may still return to me," says the Lord Almighty. "Come and I will forgive you.

"But you say, 'We have never even gone away!' 

8 "Will a man rob God? Surely not! And yet you have robbed me.

"'What do you mean? When did we ever rob you?'

"You have robbed me of the tithes and offerings due to me.
 9 And so the awesome curse of God is cursing you, for your whole nation has been robbing me.
10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so that there will be food enough in my Temple; if you do, I will open up the windows of heaven for you and pour out a blessing so great you won't have room enough to take it in!

"Try it! Let me prove it to you! 
11 Your crops will be large, for I will guard them from insects and plagues. Your grapes won't shrivel away before they ripen," says the Lord Almighty. 12 "And all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land sparkling with happiness. These are the promises of the Lord Almighty. 

13 "Your attitude toward me has been proud and arrogant," says the Lord.

"But you say, 'What do you mean? What have we said that we shouldn't?' 

14 "Listen; you have said, 'It is foolish to worship God and obey him. What good does it do to obey his laws, and to sorrow and mourn for our sins? From now on, as far as we're concerned, "Blessed are the arrogant." For those who do evil shall prosper, and those who dare God to punish them shall get off scot-free.'" 

16 Then those who feared and loved the Lord spoke often of him to each other. And he had a Book of Remembrance drawn up in which he recorded the names of those who feared him and loved to think about him. 

17 "They shall be mine," says the Lord Almighty, "in that day when I make up my jewels. And I will spare them as a man spares an obedient and dutiful son.
 18 Then you will see the difference between God's treatment of good men and bad, between those who serve him and those who don't. 

TLB

10% of nothing is nothing.   God blesses his house when he blesses blessers.
There are essentially two ways in which we dis-honor God.

1. with our money

2. with our words

There are two ways in which we return to God.

1. with our money

2. with our words

You do not need to do anything evil with your money or with your words in order to dishonor God.

If we fail to actively honor God in these areas we dishonor him in these areas.

We cannot choose to do it anyway we please. 

Tithe does not mean whatever you have left after you have taken care of everything else. Offerings are anything over and above tithing.
It is obvious from our text that what we consider robbery and what God considers robbery differs somewhat…       Whose opinion counts here?

Our idea of speaking against him and our idea differs ….who’s right?  Just asking.

We have decided as a church to get back to basics here at the R.C.

We decided at a men’s breakfast to get back to PRAYER and WORSHIP and such. These are just a couple more of the basics. TITHING and TALKING.
The text makes it clear that GOD is watching and keeping track very carefully.

He will soon illustrate the difference between his treatment of those who honor  him and those who don’t.

Eccl 8:11-13

11 Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.

12 Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him:

13 But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a shadow; because he feareth not before God.

Eccl 8:11-13

11 Because God does not punish sinners instantly, people feel it is safe to do wrong. 12 But though a man sins a hundred times and still lives, I know very well that those who fear God will be better off, 

TLB 

The time will come when god will show what he thinks of us all.

Think about it.

