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The purpose of this paper is to analyze the representation of artists in the films Frida and Girl with a Pearl Earring.

Frida is about the life of Frida Kahlo, a Mexican, mainly auto-biographical painter. She survives after a terrible trolley accident. She then starts painting while she is in a body cast. She meets Diego Rivera, a fellow artist, they marry, and whirlwind affair. They divorce and Frida keeps painting. Years later they remarry and Frida’s work is finally shown in her native country of Mexico. 
In Frida, Frida Kahlo is portrayed as a very audacious and loving woman. She is involved in a terrible accident, yet survives. She goes on living and begins to paint in an original, and unrestrained form. With her family and friends, she loves whole-heartedly. The film shows that she is close with her father and sister. With her husband, Diego Rivera, she is nurturing, and forgiving, most of the time.
The film does not really reference any professional art education. At the beginning she wears a school uniform, but we are not told if she studied art in school. Her father is a photographer, and he mentions once in the movie that he used to paint people’s portraits, so maybe her artistic gifts were inherited. Her talent was unlike many Renaissance-era painters who had to learn the “proper” way to paint, in regards to line, perspective, and modeling.
Frida does not show a lot of her working practices, except that she used a mirror when painting herself. The film does show why she paints the way she does. Her paintings are very autobiographical, and she paints what she feels. For instance, there is a very interesting picture of herself, in a man’s suit, with her hair all cut off, and the hair laying all over the floor. She cut her hair after finding her husband sister in bed together. There is a personal behind every story, which was something not done in the past.

The film does not show Frida Kahlo as having very many people hinder her art. She mostly has people that help her along the way. After her accident, her parents buy her an easel and paints, which really kicks off her career as a painter. Her husband also helps her by giving her praise, and really respecting her work. He says that he could never paint the way she does. Her family and friends also help her by posing for her occasionally. 
The main conflict in Frida is her struggle with pain and her husband, Diego Rivera. 
