ASHAMED OF MY CHAIN

2 Tim 1:16-18

16 The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain:
17 But, when he was in Rome, he sought me out very diligently, and found me.
18 The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.

In order for Paul to say that about Onesiphorus it was obvious that everyone else was ashamed to be associated with a man who was a prisoner. 
2 Tim 1:16-18

16 May the Lord bless Onesiphorus and all his family because he visited me and encouraged me often. His visits revived me like a breath of fresh air, and he was never ashamed of my being in jail. 17 In fact, when he came to Rome, he searched everywhere trying to find me, and finally did. 18 May the Lord give him a special blessing at the day of Christ's return. And you know better than I can tell you how much he helped me at Ephesus. 

TLB

Paul was very conscience of his bonds and what effect they had on his ministry.

Gal 6:17

17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.

Acts 20:22-24

22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there:

23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.

24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

Acts 26:28-29

28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.

29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.

Eph 6:20

20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

Phil 1:13-16

13 So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places;

14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.

15 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will:

16 The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds:

Col 4:3

3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:

Col 4:18

18 The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. Amen.

2 Tim 2:9

9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound

In a world when everyone is so calculated. When it seems that God’s people are more interested in what they are getting and how they appear to others it was refreshing to Paul to know that there was one man who was not a front runner but was genuinely invested in the ministry of Paul.

Allow me to put this man’s character in prospective for you.

Jesus was much like Paul in this regard. There were many who followed him in the miracle days in the days of the loaves and fish, the days of  kingdom chatter. There was often debate as to who would be the greatest in his kingdom. It was a bandwagon many were trying jump on to. Then as the day drew near they all fled. The fair weather Jesus people became scarce. The bravest and most loyal heard himself curse and deny the man. The same man to whom he asked the question, “Who is the greatest in your kingdom?” 

So maybe you can see what an extraordinary character this was. 

He was not impressed with Paul’s success and he was not embarrassed when Paul was a convict. He sought him out with the same vigor and passion without regard to Paul’s status. 

Paul prayed for a special blessing for he and his entire family.


We hear about Demos who abandoned Paul , we don’t hear about Oneisephorus The Holy Bible mentions his name but once. Seemed like a pretty unimportant character. 

But he seemed to be the only one who was not influenced by the chains of the current circumstances.

He preformed one of the greatest ministries one could perform…. He refreshed the man of GOD when it was needed most.

KNOW THIS. 

WHEN IT IS EASIEST TO RUN AWAY IS WHEN IT IS MOST IMPORTANT TO STAY.

When it is easiest to forsake the work is the very moment in which it is most important to seek it out.
Bro Scott sought me out and refreshed me this week.  



Moses hands were held up by WHO?





Ex 17:11-12


11 And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.


12 But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun.





By far the most famous thing Hur ever did was the day when God’s people were going to be annihilated came to “refresh” Moses 


	


Some body wanders out of the crowd and for the work sake performs the stealth act of support.    








