A Terrible Thing To Waste
6-26-05 sun.am.
Rom 12:1-2

12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Matt 22:35-40

35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying,

36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law?

37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
38 This is the first and great commandment.

39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Both Mark and Luke include the phrase “and wit all thy sthrength” as well.

Love Him.   Ok but how do you really love God?
With all your ;

1. heart

2. soul

3. mind

4. strength…………….these are the things God has given us which are to completely dedicated to one purpose. Utterly devoted to the love of God.

Heart?

 I am not sure I can wrap my brain around the purest meaning of the word “heart” I know what it is not. It is not this muscle in my chest pumping blood to my body. Otherwise those who receive heart transplants would be loving God with all of somebody else’s heart.

I will leave this preaching to people smarter than me.

Soul?

I am not sure I can intelligently explain the human soul, it is the breath of man, it is the force that animates man. God breathed into Adams nostrils the breath of life and he became “a living soul”

This too will be left to the more learned.

The Mind?

I think I understand the mind and what is meant when the lord tells us to love him with it.

The amazing potential of the mind.

Architects

Surgeons

NASA 

The greatest of all abilities of the mind, The ability to change.
Mind = reasoning ability, ……….…Change

Thought vs. instinct ….ex. the bear.
Repentance = change of mind.

Acts 2:38

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent,(change mind) and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

The power of the mind.  To change the waters of baptism to the cleansing force for every sin.
The power of the mind. To take the name of Jesus Christ which you have heard cursed, taken in vein and belittled and make it the agent of remission that it is in our lives 

My Baptism……..my testimony, the freedom, the joy, the clean feeling, was a result of ;
1. the water in the pipes. (the same water we flush the toilets with)

2. The name that the rest of the world curses and belittles.

3. And a changed mind

Thought vs. instinct 

An amazing verse.

Eph 4:28

28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.

You mean that someone who stole can just decide not to steal anymore. YES.

If you do not like the road you are on change it. You are not a bear.

BACK TO OUR TEXT
Rom 12:2

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Conformed vs. Transformed

Slow and gradual vs. fast and radical.

Satan is not in a hurry, he gets no extra points for getting you early.

He will spend the time necessary to slowly conform you to the world of which he is 

God.

We have a great advantage, the word “transform”.

Perhaps he has worked on you for years, slowly draining your joy, your commitment……etc..
One moment of transformation will plunder and cancel out years of Satans work. 

The sins that it took him years to

 Can be forgiven in a moment.
