A Fish Out of Water
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Gen 1:11

And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.

God spoke to the environment and it brought forth life.
Gen 1:20

0 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.

Gen 1:24

24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.

*God first created the environment then he called life out of the environment.

*Life thrives in the environment from which it was formed.

*We have all heard the expression “a fish out of water”. 

*We know that a fish may live for a little while flopping around on the shore but it will not live long, it will not live well, it will not live right. 

It is attempting to live in an environment that it was not drawn from.  
You can take a land animal and place it in the water it will thrash around, it will manage to keep it’s head above water for a little while it will not thrive until it reaches the environment from which it came. 

Gen 1:26

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

We see that man’s body was taken from the earth but his life was given directly from God. God breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of life and he became a living soul.

This is why man can not live well and thrive anywhere accept in the presence of God. We came from him and we will never be happy anywhere else.

Gen 1:24

24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.

Acts 17:23-28

23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;

25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;

26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:

28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.

Ps 22:3

3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.

Our praises are not designed to boost God’s sagging ego. These praises are the place where God dwells. It is this presence of God where from where man came that he thrives, that is why you and I should praise him. 
Col 3:1-3

1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

As long as you a preoccupied by the things of this world, you cannot possibly have a complete life. 

Your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

If you are a fish out of water, you do not have to live that way any longer. The life you have not been able to find is hidden with Christ in God.
