Blown Opportunities & Casual Indifference

Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

This invitation by Christ comes at the close of a prayer.  It is interesting that such an impassioned invitation comes on the heels of a harsh, blistering rebuke of the cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum.  Jesus had laid into them over their rejection of Him.  His specific grievance with these cities was this:

· He rebuked them because they did not repent.

· He rebuked them because they were unmoved and nonplused by the awesome demonstrations of miracle power that had happened in them. 

Matthew 11: 20 Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, because they repented not: 21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 23 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee. 

He told those cities that if Tyre and Sidon, notoriously wicked cities, had been privileged to witness what they had witnessed, there is no doubt that those evil cities would have repented. Tyre and Sidon were brutal, warring, and wicked cities.  They were essentially demonic strongholds, and there is some inference in scripture that the kings that ruled those cities were nothing more than demonic entities. And yet Christ was convinced that had Tyre and Sidon seen the manifestation of the power of God, if they got a glimpse of the grace in the face of Christ they would have repented.  The summation of Christ is that the complacency of Chorazin and Bethsaida were more damning than the overt wickedness of Tyre and Sidon.  

His remarks to Capernaum were scathing.  He told Capernaum it would be sent to hell.  If that is not strong enough His next statement is stunning.  He says that if Sodom had the chance that Capernaum had Sodom would have never been destroyed.  The wickedness of Sodom was extra-ordinary even among the vilest cities of the Ancient East. There could not be found in Sodom ten righteous men.  It was in every way as wicked as Tyre and Sidon, but Sodom had its own particular twist to its evil.  Sodom was a hotbed of every debased behavior, every degenerate desire was practiced openly, and every sexual perversion known to man was celebrated there.  So pervasive was the evil of Sodom that God elected to destroy it with fire.  And yet, according to Christ, Sodom will fare better in the judgment than Capernaum.  Capernaum was privileged to witness the power of God, Capernaum had a chance that Sodom never had, and Capernaum shrugged it off, and dismissed it, and elected to not avail themselves of the love of God. 

His indictment of these cities was because: 

When they had a chance to repent they didn’t do it.
When they were witnesses to a manifestation of the power of God that would have brought more wicked cities to their knees they remained unmoved. 

They saw more than anyone else and responded less.  

Two Inferences
Allow me to infer a couple of things from all of this, which I will substantiate with scripture.  

God is really bothered by blown opportunities.

Because God knows how crucial timing is for a people blown opportunities tend to really bother Him.  He basically said that the most evil cities of the ancient world have a better shot at judgment than these cities because they had a chance to repent and they blew it, they missed it.  Blown opportunities tend to way heavy on Him

In I Samuel the 15th chapter Saul had an opportunity to utterly annihilate the enemies of Gods people, but because He blew it by sparing the life of Agag the king God stripped Saul of his kingdom.  God is really bothered by blown opportunities.
In Revelation the 2nd chapter God told the church at Thyatira that he had give Jezebel a ”space to repent”.  But since she didn’t do it she had nothing but pain, tribulation, and death ahead of her. I gave her a chance and she blew it.  

The words of Christ to Jerusalem are haunting.  Luke 19: 43 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, 44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.
In Matthew 25 we find the parable of the master who placed a sum of money in his servants care, and upon his return he punished the servant because he did not take advantage of the opportunity to make a return on his masters money.  The message is clear, you have been given an opportunity, do not blow it. 

In Matthew 21 Jesus came to a fig tree, expecting there to be fruit on it.  Because of its failure to produce when it had opportunity to it was cursed and withered and died.  

God is harsh in His condemnation of complacency. 

If you think God is tough on blown opportunities you cant imagine what He thinks about complacency, indifference, apathy, & unconcern.  I know some people think I over react to unresponsive people and expect too much.   I have yet to tell somebody they are going to hell over their failure to respond, but Jesus told a whole city exactly that.  It seemed almost unfathomable to Christ that they had seen more than any others did (Matthew 11:20) and responded less.  If any others had seen what they saw they would have collapsed in repentance, but not the  ice cool cats of Chorazin and Capernaum.  This attitude troubles God.

He told the lukewarm church of Laodecia  in Revelation 3 that He wished they would either be hot or cold.  Love me or hate me, just don’t be indifferent. Work for me or fight against me just do not diminish me by acting like it does not matter. (This is why God hates indifference) I wish, God said, you were hot or cold, but the one thing He literally could not stomach was their indifference.  Revelation 3:16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
Some people always have to be wowed and impressed and if the wowing and impressing is not forthcoming they are apt to yawn their way through the proceedings.  It was to these people that Jesus spoke in Matthew 12.  Matthew 12:38 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee. 39  But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 41 The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. 42  The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here.  Ninevah was another of those wicked ancient cities.  But where Bethsaida, Capernaum, and Chorazin ho’humed the ministry of Christ Ninevah repented to a man at the simple sermon of the prophet Jonah.  And Jesus told them you have someone a whole lot better than Jonah and still you want more.  The queen of Sheba covered half the world to hear the wisdom of Solomon and some people cannot get their mind off their grocery list long enough to hear the wisdom of God.  Therefore the actions of Ninevah and the queen of Sheba will condemn this generation. They will be condemned for their lack of concern, their complacency, and their indifference.

Do you think God takes indifference lightly?  As Moses took his leave of Israel he reminded them of the many blessing of God upon them, then he condemned them with these words.  Deuteronomy 32:18 Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten (ELAB) God that formed thee. 19  And when the LORD saw it, he abhorred them, because of the provoking of his sons, and of his daughters. 20  And he said, I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shall be: for they are a very froward generation, children in whom is no faith.
There is a parable that includes both the blown opportunity and the indifference.  

Matthew 22:1 And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, 2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 3  And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. 4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. 5  But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: 6  And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. 7  But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8  Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. 9  Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 10  So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 11  And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 12  And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 13  Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

One entire group blew the opportunity to sit in the Kings banquet.  There were more important things to do.  They never sensed the destiny that was in the invitation of the King’s servants.  They never understood what was being offered them.  At that moment everything else was more important and they blew the greatest opportunity that would ever come to them. 

Then there is the guy that actually showed up, but could not be troubled to put on a wedding garment.  It was apparently too much trouble and the King ought to be pleased that I even bothered to show up.  He was stunned speechless when the King made it known how much that indifference bothered Him.  These people that act like they are doing God a favor to follow Him perplex me.  They seem to be perpetually asking “How dare He make demands on my life, after all, I showed up, isn’t that enough?”  No it is not.  This is the kingdom of God, this is eternity, this is the only thing of lasting value we touch in life.  And it deserves the best of our passion, the ultimate of our energy and excellence.  

Please understand that the same thing that caused the one to blow the opportunity got the other booted out, “they took it lightly” and it was not big deal.   Until we get impassioned about Jesus Christ we are not a whole lot better off than the ones that never come to Him.  

God had enough of casual indifference from Israel and in no uncertain terms told them what He thought.

Malachi 1:6  A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name? 7  Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible. 8  And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts. 9  And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by your means: will he regard your persons? saith the LORD of hosts. 10  Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand. 11  For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts. 12  But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the LORD is polluted; and the fruit thereof, even his meat, is contemptible. 13  Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the LORD of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the LORD. 14  But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the LORD of hosts,

Don’t give the best of anything to anybody else.
Don’t act like the table of the Lord is boring and not worthwhile.

Don’t act like being in the house of God is a burden and a chore.
Don’t stop worshipping until you know you have given Him the best you have.

Don’t make God have to ask “Where is the honor and reverence that is rightfully mine?”  Don’t make God have to praise Himself because no one else is doing it. 

Christ thoroughly excoriates the cities of Bethsaida, Chorzin, and Capernaum.  Then, His tone changes, and with out a break He offers the sweetest invitation of all scripture.  

Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

Why the dramatic change in tone and content?  I think the answer is found in the grace of God. 

God Is So Understanding

Psalm 103:14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.
Maybe their back was bent under the heavy load of their life and they didn’t see my mighty acts.  It may be that they are bent so low under the burden of life that they got no glimpse of my glory.  Let me give invitation to those laboring so hard and are so loaded down.  “Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden.”
Maybe they think if they come to me the demand will be to great, that they wont be able to do what is required.  “I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest for your souls”.

It is possible that their lives are already so complex and involved that they cannot imagine adding one more thing, like  a really passionate, intense relationship with me, to it.  But let me tell you, “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”   Especially when compared to the load of sin, guilt, worry, fear, and frustration that you are carrying now.  

So come, don’t blow this one, and don’t act like it is no big deal.  Lose that façade, and get rid of the cynical approach and just believe that everything you need is found in Him and come to Him.   Every thing you have longed for, and everything you have looked for is contained in this invitation of Christ.  Don’t damn yourself with your own inaction and indifference, come unto Him.  I know we are weary, I know we are worried, I know we have struggles, so come, come, you shall find rest for your souls.  

- washing his feet while others eat. 

