Seeing God 
The truth about God is all too often the polar opposite of our experience of God and this can lead to all kinds of frustration, failure, and disbelief.  One of the foundational truths about God is the truth of His omni-presence.  The fact that God is everywhere all the time is not left in question in scripture.  It is stated as absolute fact.  
Through the OT Prophet Jeremiah God asked the rhetorical question…

Jeremiah 23: 24 Can anyone hide out in a corner where I can't see him?" God's Decree. "Am I not present everywhere, whether seen or unseen?"
Perhaps the most famous answer to God’s rhetorical question was voiced poetically by the man, of whom God said, “He is a man after my own heart.” 

Psalm 139: 7 Is there anyplace I can go to avoid your Spirit? to be out of your sight? 8 If I climb to the sky, you're there! If I go underground, you're there! 9 If I flew on morning's wings to the far western horizon, 10 You'd find me in a minute - you're already there waiting!
This is a fundamental understanding, that God is everywhere all the time.  Omni-present.  And yet…  Our experience in God is many times the polar opposite of our understanding of God.   

God may be everywhere all the time, but we do not often discern Him.  As a matter of fact the moments when we do become aware of His presence tend to astound & awe us. 
The same guy that wrote Psalm 139 also wrote the following…

Psalm 89:46 How long, LORD? wilt thou hide thyself for ever?

And if God is so evidently everywhere why did David feel the need to write these words…
Psalm 63:1 O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is..

David is not the only one who struggled with the conflict of believing one thing but experiencing another in this area. 

Job 23:8 Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive him: 9 On the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him.
As a matter of fact it seems Job was more familiar with the absence of God than the presence of God. 

This dichotomy is not confined to Biblical authors.  Christians teach and believe the omni-presence of God and yet talk about searching for God, being in His presence, pursuing the presence.   Seeking His face.   If God is so omni-present why do we have to expend so much energy in seeking and pursuing?  And the truth of the matter is I think for a lot of people we are more familiar with the perceived absence of God than the perceived presence of God.  If this were not true…

We would not struggle with sin so much. 

We would not struggle with doubt so much.

Worship would erupt, not dribble.

Prayer would be easy, not laborious. 

We would not seek pleasure and fulfillment elsewhere. 
And yet we do struggle with sin and doubt.  Worship has to be primed from our dry and dusty souls.  Prayer often is more discipline than conversation.  And if we are not careful we can fill the space reserved for God with everything else because instead of His voice all we hear in a thunderous silence.  If we are not careful our lack of perceiving God leads us into all kinds of problems.  Like doubting God…  Like continually moving our spiritual home seeking the Presence…

 So what do we do when we believe He is everywhere all the time yet we only experience Him in flashes and glimpses?  Well…there are a couple fundamental understandings you need to embrace.   
Number 1:  When you don’t see God, realize, God still sees you. 
Job 23:8 Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive him: 9 On the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him: 10 But he knoweth the way that I take:
From The Message: 8 "I travel East looking for him - I find no one; then West, but not a trace; 9 I go North, but he's hidden his tracks; then South, but not even a glimpse. 10 "But he knows where I am

When I cant see Him, HE STILL SEES ME.  When I don’t know where God is, GOD KNOWS WHERE I AM.   If I can believe in His omni-presence that means I am ALWAYS IN HIS PRESENCE WHETHER I PERCEIVE IT OR NOT!
Sometimes you have to hang on to that.  I may not be able to find Him, but He never lost sight of me. 

· God remembered Noah.  At some point Noah must have felt like, wow, I am just drifting aimlessly and all I can see is water, all I smell is elephant dung, and I haven’t heard from God since He told me to build this ark over a hundred years ago.  But the Bible says God continuously remembered Noah.  (Zaw-kar – To keep in mind)
Isaiah 49:15 Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 
God has never for a second forgotten where you are, even when you cannot see Him.  A ship may be sailing blind through the fog, but there is a control center somewhere that has that ship on radar.   Pinpointed.  
II Chronicles 16:9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth.

He has you on his radar, knows exactly what is going on with you.

When you cant see God, just realize God sees you.  

Another thing you need to realize when you cannot see God is this.

2. II Corinthians 5: 7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)
Much of what is preached in Spirit Filled churches has filled us with false expectations.  We tend to think that if God is not overwhelming us, knocking us flat on our back, making our hair stand on end, that He is not present.  
This is not about what I feel, but about what choose to believe.   The only things we preach about in scripture is the roaring of God, the fire falling from heaven, the pillars of the house shaking, His brightness overwhelming people and knocking them to their knees.  

We never talk about the prophet that prayed and said it felt as though heaven was made of brass.
We never talk about the fact God told Noah to build and ark and then did not talk to Him again for a hundred years.
We never preach about the heroes of faith of Hebrew 11 who never saw their promise, but embraced it and believed it anyway.  
We walk by faith, what we choose to believe, not by sight, what we perceive by our senses.  
So when you cannot see God, 1. Know that God sees you.  2. Walk by faith, not sight.  

But then, there is a third thing you can do.  Because the Bible gives you absolute instruction about seeing God:

In His first public sermon Jesus had this to say…

Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
If you are having trouble seeing, perceiving God then you need to check the purity of your heart.  

See, the omni-presence of God is absolutely true.  It is never that God fails to be present, it is that we fail to perceive.  And all too often the reason we fail to perceive has to do with the condition of our heart.  

<SLOW DOWN>

Watch someone when they first get saved.  God is such an overwhelming reality in their life that they see God everywhere in everyone.  (We need to change what it means to see God)  They see God in every person in the church.  They don’t see hypocrisy and faults.  They see God in every worship song. They see God in every sermon.  Every altar service is an epiphany.   They don’t see fault or failure anywhere.  Its all good.  God is good, Gods people are good.  The pastor is good. The church is good.  Everything good thing that happens is a blessing of God.  Any bad thing that happens is just God setting them up for a bigger blessing.   
Why does this happen?  
Titus 1:15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; <ELAB>
To get saved you have to repent and be baptized. (Acts 2:38)  We are saved by the washing of regeneration.  (Titus 3:5) You clean your heart out and get washed of your sins.  Some of you have never felt like that because you have never had the spiritual cleansing of baptism in your life.   And when you go through repentance and baptism your heart is cleansed and all of the sudden you see God.  EVERYWHERE!   They are not crazy, they are not wild eyed fanatics, they are not delusional.  They have a freshly purified heart and since God is everywhere all the time, do you know what they see?   God.  You know where?  Everywhere.  You know when?  All the time.   

Do you follow?  Pure in heart, you see God.  Recently saved, recently cleansed heart, seeing God.  And what is really astounding is to watch the cynical old church folk sit back, fold their hands, and smile saying yeah, give them a little time and they will be just like us.  We think we are how we are because we are wise, mature, seasoned.  Maybe we just need to clean our heart out and we will see God like we used to, like the newly saved do.  
If you cannot see God you need to check the condition of your heart.   James told you what to do when you want to be closer to God…

James 4: 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts,
Getting closer to God does not start with your worship, it doesn’t start with your scripture knowledge, it starts with the purity of heart.  

Where You See God
If you are pure, all you see is good.   If your heart is defiled you cannot see God anywhere. 
Some of us have allowed so much to build up in our heart that the only way we see God is in an overwhelming display of His glory. And we look condescendingly at the “newbies” who sense God in every church bench, and every smile, and every child, and in every prayer meeting, and in every song.   And we start to think that the manifestation of God we recognize is the only manifestation of God that exists.  But God is everywhere, all the time, and the pure in heart see it.  Scripture warns us that there will be tons that pass right by God and never recognize Him.   And whether or not we are saved in the end will hinge on our ability to perceive God, which hinges on the purity of our heart
Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.

You didn’t see me in the unexpected places,  you didn’t see me in the broken people around you, you didn’t see me the impoverished world you walk through. You thought the only place you would ever see me is in the narrow frame of reference YOU have for me to manifest in.   To the pure all things are pure and you see God EVERYWHERE.  The defiled cannot see Him ANYWHERE.  
· Woman shared her story of abuse and pain.  Then told me the good she saw in every person that ever abandoned her, wounded her, even her rapist.   I clean my heart out EVERY DAY.  
A crowd saw a thief and they mocked and laughed.  The centurion fell to his knees and cried out, “Surely this was the Son of God.”  

I have preached the grace of God and offended people.  I have preached the judgment of God and had people come to me weeping and thank me for blessing their life.   The condition of your heart will affect what you perceive all around you.  
So many people leave churches because they don’t “feel”  God.  And rarely, before they walk out the door on their quest for a Presence that is Everywhere All The Time, do they ever check their heart.   
Your ability to perceive God has less to do with the atmosphere you are in and more to do with the condition of your heart.  

How can a guy say at one point in his life, I cannot escape God’s presence, then say, I cannot find God anywhere?   God has not changed.  Could it simply be the condition of his heart?  
You want to see God?   Purify your heart.

Of lust
Of greed

Of bitterness
Of hatred

Of jealousy
Of self pity

Quit watching what you shouldn’t be watching.
Quit listening to what you shouldn’t be listening to.

Quit saying what you shouldn’t say.
Is missing God really worth hanging onto __________?  

If we are going to see the manifestation of God in this house like we desire too we are going to have to be a people of a purified heart.   That doesn’t mean sinners are not welcome, but we cannot allow sin to be the prevailing culture here.   We have to bring people to repentance.  We have to bring people to grace.  The prevailing culture of this church cannot be lawlessness, rebellion, lust, pride…or we will never…see God. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, they shall see God.  

The hills, stars…is this wide eyed naivete?  Or a pure hearted shepherd seeing God’s glory everywhere he looked?  

Do you want to live all your life a cynic?  Or do you want to see God?
