Pieces Of A Dream
II Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
These four verses contain a pattern that God used and uses time and again when dealing with humanity.  A failure to discern this pattern is a primary source of an individual’s frustration with God and with their own lack of spiritual growth and accomplishment in life.  Because His ways are not our ways and we don’t bother to learn His ways we get frustrated with Him.  But God is not trying to be obtuse in His dealings with us.  We just need to observe the patterns of His purposes.   This text contains one such pattern.  

God gives us a glimpse of what He wants to happen…

Grace and peace multiplied to you…

Called to Glory and Virtue…

Exceeding great and precious promises…

Partaking of the Divine Nature…

Escaping the corruption of the world…

That is God’s dream for your life, and it sounds like a dream life does it not?  <ELAB>  THAT IS A DREAM LIFE!  This is the first part of the pattern.  God gives us a glimpse of the dream…  This is what it COULD be. 
· To dirty, ignorant fishermen on a beach caught in the monotonous tedium of a mundane life He holds out a glimpse of a dream.  “Follow me and I will make you Fisher’s Of Men.”  The most prominent , recognizable individual in a culture comes to the most insignificant and promises them part of His life.  A dream life far removed from drudgery of their existence.   
· He comes to Abram in Ur of the Caldees and tells him, I am going to make of you a mighty nation.  Your descendants are going to be like the sand on a beach and like the stars in the sky.  A mighty nation that will be blessed above all others by me, and will be a blessing to the entire world. 

· While he is still hunched over among the corn rows.  He back aching from the burden, his hands raw from ripping the ears of corn from the stalks Joseph is given a dream where he sees himself exalted and empowered.  Just a glimpse of the dream.
· While he is still tending sheep, forgotten on the back of his fathers farm the prophet pours anointing oil over David and tells him you are the future King of Israel.  But guess what?  This is just a glimpse of the dream, GO BACK AND TEND THOSE SHEEP. 
Over and over this is how God works in a life.  He comes to us with this unimaginable vision of our life and gives us a glimpse of it.  Enough to make us crave it.  Enough to make us believe it. 

He shows you a marriage that is the desire of every person that has ever loved.
You see your business exploding and making you not only blessed, but a blessing. 

He shows you yourself doing things in the Kingdom of God that are so far beyond you that this MUST be a dream and yet, He showed you…
He shows you a life of significance and purpose, a legacy life that will impact future generations…

He allows you to see yourself elevated beyond anything you thought possible…
He gives you….a glimpse….of a God dream of your own life.  

Grace and peace multiplied to you…

Called to Glory and Virtue…

Exceeding great and precious promises…

Partaking of the Divine Nature…

Escaping the corruption of the world…
What a life!  What a dream!  And then, not only does reality crash back in, but it comes to stay. 

Not a fisher of men, but a failed coward who denied the Lord. 

Not the father of many nations, an old man with a barren life, whose own name mocks him.  (Ever feel like your title is a joke?) 

Not only is Joseph NOT exalted his life has gone backwards and he is a slave. 

David spends years as a loser outlaw, begging for food and the anointing oil has turned rancid in his memory.  

And we stagger around, frustrated and perplexed.  You gave me this dream, but I am beginning to believe it was more delusion than dream.  (There is a difference and I will be preaching about it next week.) Where is my dream?  You gave me a glimpse of a dream and now where is it?   If anything I am further away from that dream than when you first peeled back the curtain of destiny and let me see it.  I want my dream…  

The problem is we don’t understand how God works.  Because He gave you a glimpse of a dream you thought He was going to give you the whole thing in one neat little package, all fulfilled, all grown up, all developed, with a gorgeous bow on top.  God gave you a glimpse of a dream and you sat back and said I am going to hang out until the reality of my dream wallops me over the head.  And when that didn’t happen you started getting frustrated with God.  You start praying just like David…
Psalm 13:1 How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face from me? 2 How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall mine enemy be exalted over me?
Whining and moaning and mad at God because you had a glimpse of a dream that has failed to magically materialize in your life.

Some…stumble onto this.  Well, God gave me the glimpse, so it is just a matter of time…I am just going to wait on God.  He will dump my dream in my lap someday.  If I wait long enough.   He gave me a glimpse….surely He is going to come through…
How many churches have died waiting on revival? 

How many lives have accomplished NOTHING but take up space and waste time waiting on a promised destiny?

How much could have been done if some people decided to DO something while they were waiting.  (REVIVAL/HARVEST/Say not there are 4 months…TODAY IS THE DAY OF SALVATION)
One of the excuses for NOT doing anything is we don’t want to get ahead of God.  Is your God that slow?

Either people get frustrated because they got a glimpse of dream that didn’t come to pass or they waste away waiting.  Both are borne out of a failure to understand how God works.   The first part of the pattern is to give you a glimpse of a dream.  Then watch this…

Grace and peace multiplied to you…

Called to Glory and Virtue…

Exceeding great and precious promises…

Partaking of the Divine Nature…

Escaping the corruption of the world…

II Peter 1: 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness.

Every thing, every piece you need, for a great life, for godliness has been given to you.  Everything you need for that dream life to come to pass has already been made available.  Here is the problem…

God did not say…

I have given you the completed dream. 

I have given you the whole picture already painted.

I have given you a successful life.
I have given you mature, powerful godliness.

I have given you the completed manuscript, complete with a happy ending.
God said I gave you all things that pertain or everything you need to make it happen.  There is some assembly required on your part.  

Here is the pattern, God gives you a glimpse of the dream, so you know what it is supposed to look like.  Then He gives you the pieces of the dream so you can build a life, build a marriage, build a ministry, build a destiny.  God will give you a glimpse of a dream, then He will give you the pieces of that dream, you have to take part in putting it together.  

If you are sitting around waiting for God to dump a whole complete anything in your lap you will be waiting a long, long time.  God is going to give you the pieces of a dream.  

He established this pattern in the very beginning. 

Genesis 2: 8 Then God planted a garden in Eden, in the east. He put the Man he had just made in it. 9 God made all kinds of trees grow from the ground, trees beautiful to look at and good to eat. The Tree-of-Life was in the middle of the garden, also the Tree-of-Knowledge-of-Good-and-Evil. 10 A river flows out of Eden to water the garden and from there divides into four rivers. 11 The first is named Pishon; it flows through Havilah where there is gold. 12 The gold of this land is good. The land is also known for a sweet-scented resin and the onyx stone. 13 The second river is named Gihon; it flows through the land of Cush. 14 The third river is named Hiddekel and flows east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates. 15 God took the Man and set him down in the Garden of Eden to work the ground and keep it in order. 
I thought Eden was a paradise?  (Kind of an idyllic Rudyard Kipling Jungle Book thing…)  Look at everything that was placed there…  One verse tells you that this is not a perfect paradise where the man can lounge around and live the leisure life and enjoy perpetual perfection.  

Adam, everything humanity needs for paradise is here.  There is timber in the trees, metals in the ground, nutrients in the soil.  EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO BUILD PARADISE IS HERE.   But it is all in pieces.  I give you the pieces of a dream, not put it together.  All the pieces for the world I dreamed for men is here, now work the ground.  Put the pieces together.  
In the beginning, when God was establishing a world He set a divine precedent.
God provides man with the essential ingredients needed to make mans dreams come true, it is up to the man to put the pieces together and produce the finished product. 

When God created the planet He put every mineral in it we would ever need.  He placed every chemical necessary for every medication man would ever have need of.  All materials needed to develop and sustain life were buried in the ground, growing in the trees, resident in the physical frame of creature.  It was up to man to mine, harvest, cultivate, explore, and put the pieces of the dream together to make God’s world all that it could be.  God gave us an entire globe of pieces and freed us to put them together and build the dream life we desire.  

Abraham, I am going to make of you a great nation. Here is one son.  Seed.  Isaac.   Raise him…   I am going to give you the Land of Canaan, walk on it, go in and possess the land.   Peter I am going to make you a fisher of men.  Now here are the keys to the Kingdom, what you do with them is up to you.  There is a God dream for your life but it is not going to fall in your lap in a completed package, there is some assembly required.  

Wealth – Deut 8:18

Faith – Romans 12:3

Marriage – What God hath joined…

I thought God could do anything Pastor?  He can…

Ephesians 3:20 Now unto Him that is able to do exceedingly, abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to  (only restrained by)  the power that worketh in us.  
God can do anything but He requires that you do something…

Noah had to build the arc. 

Abraham had to walk the land. (Some of you just need to move)

All God gives us are the pieces of a dream.  (Church is here to help you put them together)  

It is high time for some  people of God to quit whining about what you don’t have, about what is not happening in your life, about what is not coming together for you and start tilling, cultivating, mining, and working the resources God has given you to create the life, ministry, family, and destiny you dream of.   God gave you the pieces, pick them up and put it together.  

Ezekiel – Our hope – Exceeding great army – Coming from the pieces of bones all around you.

