The Loyal Opposition
We are blessed to live in a nation where there are many voices, many opinions, contributing to the governance of our nation.   We live in a place, in a time, where there exist the free flow and exchange of ideas.  I know every party, every person, wishes for monolithic rule.   But until Jesus Christ establishes His Millennial kingdom that is not going to work.  It always leads to abuse, it always leads to corruption.   So we are blessed to live in a country where there is the majority party, but there is always an opposition.  That opposition is there to make sure the majority party does not become abusive in its rule.   In USAmerica we have a two party system.   But in UK you see multi-party systems, so you have the ruling party, and what is called the opposition.  It is actually commonly called the Loyal Opposition.  Loyal to the crown, but opposing the ruling party.  Loyal in their opposition to everything the ruling party wants to do.  
One of my favorite Sunday night past times is to watch the Prime Ministers Question time on the BBC.  They meet in the House of Commons.  All the parties, all the representatives.  In the well of the room sits the prime ministers, with his party at his back, and his cabinet beside him.  Any representative from any district can ask any question on any topic regarding the governing of the country of the prime minister.  He has to stand and give an answer.  Seated directly across the table from the Prime Minister is the leader of the Opposition.  And he questions everything the PM says, He challenges every fact, criticizes every statement, mocks every proposition, and when the leader of the Loyal Opposition speaks, all of his supporters cheer, and shout behind him, and ridicule the pm.  Of course this is all done with perfect English manners and etiquette.  They will eviscerate  each other, rip each other to shreds, all the while referring to one another as “The Right Honorable Gentleman..”    Every thing that is said and proposed will be challenged by the Loyal Opposition. 
I have watched this weekly for a long time.  I am impressed by the wit and knowledge of the PM, and I am amazed at the tenacity of the LO.  

And as I watched it occurred to me that there is in my life, and in yours, a LO.   There is a presence that challenges everything declaration I make, a presence that questions every decision, a presence that mocks all I attempt to do, and it is relentless and ruthless.  And I believe it is present, not just in my life, but in yours.  We all have a LO and I am going to do you the favor today of identifying and telling you how to deal with the LO in your life.
Identify
I thought for a long time the devil was my LO.  I know the Bible says He roams to and fro, like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  I know he is identified as a thief and a murderer.  This is what he does, always at all times.  I assumed Satan was my LO, always lurking in the corners of my life, but scripture would belie that.  

As scary as Satan is, He is relatively easy to deal with.  

Resist the devil, and he will flee from you…
All he can do is deceive and tempt, so if I resist there is not a lot the devil can do.  Oh he may talk some smack, but what he is actually capable of doing is relatively limited.  And the bottom line is in most cases He doesn’t need to do a lot.  

He is my enemy, he will destroy me given the chance.  But with some exceptions most are not the constant target of the devil.  Most people are not a big enough threat to him for him to commit serious resources to.  There is a reason we don’t have a hug army positioned against Slovenia.  There is not a lot they can do…

Satan is an opportunist sure, there is a reason he is called a lion, seeking.  Lions are opportunistic killers, picking of young, old, strays, careless.  They will eat a dead carcass if it is easier than  killing a new one.  

When I marked off Satan as my LO my attention then turned to other people.  Cause other people can cause you some grief you know…   But again, scripture would seem to indicate that others, while they may have the power to do great damage, ultimately can not derail the purpose of God in your life.  

Romans 8: 31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.
Psalm 56:11 In God have I put my trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto me.

Psalm 118:6 The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?
The point is this, it is foolish to blame other people because we are not living the purpose and destiny for which we are created, because, if it is the purpose of God how can another man possibly derail it?  To believe that, to say that implies you think that person is stronger than God.  That’s why I don’t get rattled about people who claim they are going to stop a ministry…  Are you serious, you think you are powerful enough to stop what God ordained?  

Other people may be jerks, they may be cruel, they may cause you grief, but they are not the LO.  

I know there is one because I hear them, I know there is one because something has fought against what I desire to become in my inner most being, something has plagued me with doubt, questions, desires that I war against.   

Then in the writing of Paul to his son in the Gospel Timothy, I identified the LO of every life.   As he is giving his final instructions to Timothy he wrote these words…

II Timothy 2:25 In meekness instruct those that oppose themselves…

Timothy, you will have to stand shoulder to shoulder with people who are under the assault of Satan and war against him with them.

Timothy people will assault other people that are under your pastoral care.   Unsaved spouses will come against their believing spouse.  Saints will be oppressed by unbelievers, young people will be ridiculed for their faith.  You will have to encourage people who are suffering because of other people.  As long as there is a church to stand with them, they will be ok. 
But the greatest challenge of ministry, the hardest task a pastor has is to instruct those who are opposing themselves.   Do you know who the loyal opposition of Kevin Burgess is?  It is not the devil, it is not my critics, of whom I have my fair share, it is not purveyors of false doctrine who deceive people, I am my own worst enemy.  I am my loyal opposition.  The old timers used to say, your worst enemy is sitting between your elbows.  

There is only one entity in the universe who can keep me from the destiny designed for me by God. 

There is only one entity in that can prohibit me from achieving the God dream my life is meant to be. 

There is only one entity that can derail life that God intends for me.
ME.  

And the same is true for you.

Psychologist, behaviorists, and sociologists tell us there are two primary factors that shape a person.  Environment and genetics. 

We are told we are products of our DNA.  DNA is not used in a court of law simply to establish guilt or innocence.  It is now used as a defense.  Defendants claim to be genetically programmed to be violent, reckless, sexually deviant, and on and on.  The problem with this is you can have one sibling that become a societal failure, and his whole life is in shambles, while his brother, who has the same DNA, becomes a person of accomplishment and significance.  It belies the fact that you are completely a product of DNA.
We are told we are products of our environment.  That outside forces bring such weight on us that we are molded by them into the person that we are.  I do not dispute that environment will affect a person.  But far too many have clawed their way out of squalor, violence, oppression, depression, failure, and addiction.  Far too many stories exist of people who were generations deep into the worst of humanity and became a person of nobility and accomplishment.  

The bottom line is too many have risen above DNA, environment, and unbelievable hardship and opposition for me to believe that those two forces are the greatest shaping agents of a life.  

Rather than being the greatest factors that shape lives I think they have become the biggest cop outs for people who are not living the life they KNOW in their heart of hearts they should be living.  

The good news is this you are not locked into a destiny that is the combination of your DNA and environment.  (RIFF)
The bad news is you are not a product of DNA and Environment NEARLY as much as you are a product of YOUR OWN CHOICES.  You have been shaped far more by the LO of your own self than any other force in the universe save for God Himself.  

Timothy, you have to instruct those who OPPOSE THEMSELVES.  

No Pastor, it is the devil, it is my mom, it is my spouse, it is the democrats…
Only you can cause you to do what you do.  

This is the struggle of Romans 7.  (RIFF) 

Do you want to be closer to God?

Do you want to do more good in the world?

Do you want to lead others to Christ?

What is stopping you?

Do you want to quit sinning?

Do you want victory over ______?

Do you want to no longer desires to do wrong?

No one is keeping you from doing what you want to do, but you.  No one is making you do anything, but you. 

James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed
We have met the enemy, and he is us. – Walt Kelly

I Timothy 6:10 pierced themselves through with many sorrows…

Rachel – Two nations in thy womb…warring against one another. 

