Jesus Is Coming Back
· 9/11

· Dream of Nebuchadnezzer

· The life of his advisers was being threatened if they could not tell and interpret the dream.

· Jewish slave, Daniel.

Daniel 2:31 Thou, O king, sawest,  and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. 32 This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, 33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 36 This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. 37 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. 39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 
What Nebuchadnezzer dreamed and what Daniel saw was quiet simply the future of global empires.

· The head of gold was the Babylonian empire. 

· The chest and arms represented the Medo-Persian empire that would succeed Babylon.   The Medes and the Persians formed a coalition to conquer Babylon and succeeded during the reign of Belshazzar.  

· The Medo-Persian empire continued until 334 BC, when it was overtaken by the newly formed Grecian empire.  The belly and thighs of brass.  

· Even the most rudimentary student of history and prophecy can tell what global empire succeeded the Grecian Empire. 

· The legs of iron represent the Roman empire.  By 63 BC the unified Roman Empire had succeeded the Grecian empire.  The prophetic tones of the dream are startlingly accurate, and I want to point out this accuracy because it is germane to what I want to tell you today.  Rome was stronger than all preceding empires, that is why it is represented by iron.  Also represented  in the image and in the dream is the fact that the entirety of the world will never again be completely dominated by one empire until it is briefly united under the Anti-Christ and later, Jesus Himself.  History has borne this out with remarkable accuracy.  

· Rome fell in 476 AD, however her influence in world government and religion are felt to this day. 

· That is why you see the feet of clay, mixed with iron.  

· This is the era we live in.  Clay represents rule by the people. Iron represent rule by dictators.  This is the era we live in.  The world is increasingly divided into democracies & RR and dictatorships.  

· The old Roman Empire will never be revived but within its former territory ten rulers will form a confederation (ten toes) EU?  

Now, all of that is history that brings us to our present time. And while it is interesting, that is not my focus.  I want to talk to you about the last part of the dream.  That is where is becomes important to us.  Because we are living in the last of the last days.   

Daniel 2: . 34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.
Everything that Nebuchadnezzar dreamed and Daniel prophesied has come to pass with startling accuracy.  So it only makes sense that this part is going to come to pass as well.  

A huge stone, cut without hands came rumbling down the mountain side.  Not a quarried stone, cut without hands meaning that it was not of human origin.  It did not smash into the golden head, the silver chest, the brass belly, or the iron legs.  But it smashed into the feet of clay, into our day, and when it arrived it obliterated every trace of every kingdom of man. 

There is a kingdom coming that will supersede every previous kingdom.  A stone is coming down, that is going to crush the current the current governments of the world.  

We know every part of the statue, what….who…is the stone?  

Psalm 118:22/Matthew Luke 20:17 refer to the Messiah as the stone that the builder, the Jewish religious leaders would reject. 

Isaiah 8:14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel,
Romans 9:33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
I Corinthians 10:4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.
Let me make this really clear, THAT STONE THAT COMES AND SMASHES THE FEET, that is Jesus Christ.  The whole point of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is not about the procession of world empires, the point of the dream is not about the ability of men to conquer and subdue, the whole point is about that Rock, Jesus Christ, coming at the end of the succession of world empires.  The whole point of the dream, the whole point of my sermon is simply this, JESUS IS COMING BACK.   

We have seen the progression of world empires.  And now it is time.  Jesus is coming back.  And when He comes it will be a Kingdom like this world has never seen before.   Jesus is going to crash onto the world scene, and the world, I promise you, is not ready. 
Daniel 2:35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 44 And in the days of these kings (The ten-toed empire of the EU) shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.
That stone is rolling toward us, Jesus is coming back and His Kingdom is like nothing this world has EVER seen. 
It will overtake the remaining communist strongholds. 

It will overtake and obliterate every Islamic theocracy.

It will crumble the kingdoms of capitalism. 

It will grind to powder every brutal, exploitative dictatorship.

It will obliterate the failing socialist regimes of Europe. 
Isaiah declared that, of the increase of His government there shall never be an end.”

Babylon ended with Medes and Persians storming its walls.  Alexander the Great brought an end to their reign.  Rome swallowed Alexanders empire. Rome fell to barbarians.  The world order of our current day is tottering and we see the decay everywhere.  But of the increase of His Kingdom…

There is a reason every knee will bow, every tongue will confess… (Romans 14:11)  

His kingdom will grow, and expand, the Rock is going to become a mountain that fills the whole earth.  
Jesus is coming back and He has some plans for this world.   He is coming back to take over every thing.  He is coming back to solve the world hunger problem.  He is coming back to stop the ruthless advance of disease on this planet.  He is coming back to end terrorism.  He is coming back to end racism.  He is coming back to bring and end to injustice.  
The world has problems that there are no solutions to.   There is no political answer to the Middle East.  There is no military solution to one billion Muslims whose core theology is for world domination.  There is no diplomatic solution to rogue nations with nuclear capability and a pathological hatred for the industrialized West.   There is no scientific solution for SARS, Aids in Africa, influenza pandemics. There is no monetary answer for crushing 3rd world poverty.   There are no human solutions and answer to ANY of this…
We have voted one inept party out of office and replaced them with another that is equally clueless.  Everyone knows the problems, no one has the answers…  There is no human answer to any of it…  The iron and clay will not stick together, they do not mix, it is crumbling and falling apart with no human answer…

Daniel 2:34 till that a stone was cut out without hands…
Jesus is coming back to fix this mess, and establish a kingdom like the world has never known.

Where the lion lays down with the lamb.

We turn weapons of warfare into the instruments of Peace. 

Pain is forgotten.  

I am certain His return is imminent.   This is what Jesus told us.  

Matthew 24: 6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

Luke recorded this same declaration of Christ…

Luke 21:6 25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. 
I think we have established that Jesus is coming back….soon.    When I was a kid this was always preached from a very, fearful, perspective.  (Sis. Jackie)

That was never the tone of the NT writers.  That wasn’t even Jesus’ tone.  

· See that you be not troubled…
· Look up, lift up your head...
· Look up from your focus on this life.

· Look up from your pain.
· Lift up your head out of your problems. 
· Lift up your head from your struggle.
· Lift up your head from you situation.
· Your redemption, your rescue, your relief, is getting close!
Jesus did not warn of His return to make you fearful, He told you this to make you hopeful.   It will not always be like this…
I wish I could preach to every relief worker on the planet…
I wish I could preach to oppressed brothers and sisters in China…
I wish I could preach to Africans who are watching their continent burn..
I wish I could preach to brothers and sisters who have lost their loved ones in violent conflicts around the globe…

Jesus is coming back.  

John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  
If you believe He went away, believe He will come back. 
If you believe there is a God, believe Jesus is coming back. 

II Peter 2:11 ask a question…in light of the fact that Jesus is coming back, and when He does everything as we know it will be obliterated, what should we be doing?  

1. Get Ready

If you are not ready to meet Jesus it is time that getting ready becomes your number one priority.   Getting ready means getting right with Him.  

Repent of your sins.  Give your heart to Jesus.  Make Him the Lord of Your life.  This is not complicated.  The Bible spells it out for you. 

Revelation 7:14 declares that the ones with Christ are the ones that have washed themselves in the blood of the lamb.  Hebrews says without the shedding of blood there is no remission, removal of sin, where do you wash yourselves in the blood?   Acts 2:38 says that you are to be baptized for the remission of your sin.  

Someone needs to get ready.   Get washed.  Acts 22:16

Don’t stop there in your preparation to Get ready.  Matthew 25/Bridegroom.  
2. Get Hopeful

Don’t get afraid, get some hope.  It is not always going to be like this.  Christ is coming back, Jude said, with 10,000 of His saints.  Quit worrying about your kids, your job, your future.  The Bible says that we will rule and reign with Christ. (King of a nation of Kings)  

I Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
Matthew 24:22- Jesus is going to move up the date of His return, just because His people are going through such a tough time.  He doesn’t want anyone to be lost, but He is going to change the calendar of events to rescue His suffering saints.  (Shorten the days)
3. Get Busy

Quit messing around.  It is time to get your friends saved, it is time to get your family saved.  It is time to pour your heart, your resources into the Kingdom of God.  Jesus is coming back.  We don’t have 20 years to build a ministry.  Jesus is coming back.  
It is time to re-prioritize our lives.  

Hebrews 10:25 – The closer that day gets, the more central the Kingdom of God needs to become to your life. 

Get busy in the kingdom.  Get busy telling people about Jesus. Get busy spreading the Gospel in every way you can.  JESUS is coming back.  

I come to get someone ready today. 

I come to get someone HOPEFUL today.

I come to put my foot in the backside of some complacent Christians and tell them to GET BUSY in the kingdom today. 

Jesus is coming back.
