Half Dead
Luke 10:30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. 33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.
Parables are the most accurate portrayals of truth in all the teachings of Jesus.  There is a reason Jesus placed so much emphasis on parables.  They were central to His teaching.  
Mark 4:34  But without a parable spake he not unto them..

Why are parable so central to the teaching of Christ?  Why are they so absolutely important?  

Parables are made up stories.   Parables are completely fiction.  What does this mean?

In telling a parable Jesus was not constrained by facts, (Much like Bro. Tim Walker selling you a computer back in the day)  Unlike Tim, He was only constrained by truth.  He could make the parable say whatever He wanted the parable to say.  Parables could be crafted to produce and make the exact point(s) Jesus wanted them to make. 

Consequently, parables are the most accurate portrayals of the truths that Jesus wanted to convey.  He put into them exactly what He wanted to put into them, He left out anything that He did not feel the need to include.  Parable portray EXACTLY what Jesus wanted to say.  

Another consequence is that no detail of a parable is by chance, and should be overlooked.  With that understanding lets focus on the parable He told in response to a lawyers question…
<Background…tell parable…>  

No detail of this parable is to be overlooked if you want to get the full import of it.  And when Jesus describes the condition of the man He uses some very specific words…

Half Dead

Every word study I could do, all my research and all my research tools,  came up to the exact same conclusion concerning this phrase “half dead”.  
50% Alive

50% Dead

He was half alive and half dead.   Before I plunge into the significance of this let me tell you what the parable is really about.  This is a very thinly veiled parable about Jesus Himself.  

The man on the journey is humanity.
The robbers are Satan and sin. 

The Priest and Levite are Religion, who are helpless to change the condition of the robbed man. 
The Good Samaritan is Jesus.  Comes, ministers to the broken man, and pays the price for him to be brought to complete health and wholeness.  

That is the parable, but I want to focus your attention on the phrase half dead.   The resultant condition of the man who has been assaulted is that he is 50% alive, and 50% dead.   
Depending on your view point you are going to see someone dead or someone alive.   Depending on your perspective you will see life or you will see death.   Both are equally prevalent in the fallen man in the ditch, there is as much life there as there is death there,  and depending on your bias, your angle of view, the lens through which you see, you will see death and walk on by, or life that can be redeemed. 

The Religion Lens
The first two to pass by the man were a priest and a Levite.  They both look at the man lying half dead and choose to walk on by.   They have been severely criticized by preachers through the years for their callousness, their lack of compassion, and their failure to do anything for the man.  But you must understand something about them…   They belong to a religion that prohibits them from touching a dead body.  
Numbers 19:13 Whosoever toucheth the dead body of any man that is dead, and purifieth not himself, defileth the tabernacle of the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from Israel: because the water of separation was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean; his uncleanness is yet upon him. 
If this priest or Levite touch a dead body there is an entire purification ritual to go through, and if the purification is not done perfectly they are cut off from Israel, they become outcasts with no role in society, no home to turn to.  The consequences and ramifications were severe.  The defilement would extend beyond them into their family.  

It is not necessarily lack of compassion that keeps them from the man.  They were constrained by their occupation.   The very tenants of their religion taught them the dire consequences of touching the dead.  Consequently, they became experts at spotting death.  When they see a man half dead and half alive guess which half they see?   

Religion produces paranoia.   The practitioners of it are terrified of defiling themselves so they become expert death spotters.   They need not check for pulse or respiration.  Expertly and instantly they can diagnose death and move to the other side of the road.  
This is exactly what happened to Paul in Romans 7…

Romans 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. 9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death.
In a nutshell Paul said all that the commandments of religion could accomplish was highlight by how much I missed the mark.  Until religion came along and said….”There is a rule against that…”   I didn’t look like I was breaking the rules.  But once the standard of religion was applied my dead state was manifest. (RIFF-GYM)  This is the role of religion, this is the focus through the religion lens, it makes evident and clear the state of death I am in.  (Vs. 9) 
Ever notice that a lot of people have no idea what a miserable desperate condition they are in until religious folks point it out to them?  God has a wonderful plan for your life, by the way, your values are all screwed up, your marriage probably isn’t going to make it,  your kids will undoubtedly be drug addicts and socio-paths, and that is the best case scenario.  Why?  Because all religion can see is death.  Religion is designed to keep one from defilement.  (Not just Judaism or Christianity…Islam has taken it to an extreme)  

So its no wonder when the Levite and the priest come walking by and see a man half alive and half dead all they see is the dead part.   Jesus did not say he was left half alive, because we don’t even think in those terms.  They saw what they were condition to see…death...and passed on by.  

This is why churches write people off…

This is why religion tosses whole groups of people out of consideration…

The Jesus Lens
But then Jesus comes walking by…   What you have to understand about Jesus is that He always sees life where everyone else sees death.   He walks by and says a little oil…a little wine…(Will come back to that) and a price to be paid and this man can be fully alive. <Grandpa>  The Bible says had compassion.  His compassion was a condition of His character, not something that erupted when He saw the half dead man. 
John 10: 10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: <He comes to leave you in this half dead condition>  I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. <At a level and a dimension they have never known was possible, that no religion was able to take them to.>

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
Jesus sees in the broken man what religion did not see, life that could be nurtured, restored, and brought to a greater dimension than ever before.   Where we see death, He sees Life, Where we see despair He sees hope, where we see an end He sees a beginning.  Where we see waste He sees possibility.  

When religion looks at the man in the ditch they see death, Jesus sees Life.  

Luke 8: 41 And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he fell down at Jesus' feet, and besought him that he would come into his house: 42 For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying. 49 While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue's house, saying to him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master. 50 But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole. 51 And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James, and John, and the father and the mother of the maiden. 52 And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth. 53 And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead. 54 And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise. 55 And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her meat.
I have preached my whole life that He raised this girl from the dead.  But Jesus said, no, she is not dead, I am seeing something here that none of you are seeing.   You are all seeing death, you are all despairing, you are all convinced it is over.   But I am seeing something here that is beyond your vision, beyond your perception.  

They were arguing with Him, persuaded that they KNEW her condition.  

We are not the final arbiters of what is dead and what is alive.  We are not qualified to judge life and death.   Jesus said all of this weeping, all of this turmoil, all of this agony can be done away with, it just takes someone to see the living half.  
<In your situation…>

The church will see dramatic conversions, the church will see lives resurrected from sin, the church will see deliverance, the church will redeem broken people, broken homes, broken marriages, in the day that we start to see people through the lens of Jesus instead of through the religion lens.   

<The harvest is all around and church leaders cannot see it because they are looking through the religious lens, not the Jesus lens…>
John 11:1  Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, 4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby 11  Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. 12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. 14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him. 17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already. 43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 
Jesus said he would not die.  

But someone pronounced him dead, someone buried him.  The people that loved him were even claiming that by now he was so far gone as to be rotten and stinking. 

Jesus never called him back to life, he called him out.

Out of where others had put him.

Out of what other said over him.

Out of the bondage of death that some uninformed, unqualified person had placed him in…

Quit burying stuff that Jesus has not pronounced dead…You are not qualified to judge life from death…

From your perspective, through the religious lens, He is dead, from the Jesus perspective, through the Jesus lens, there is life…

Ezekiel 38.  Can these bones live?  This is a trick question.   From my perspective all I can say is they are a pile of dead dry bones, but I don’t see what you see, I don’t know what you know.  My job is to prophecy to the wind, prophecy to the bones,  and watch God do what God does.  
WE are not qualified to pronounce death.  WE are biased to only see death.  Not only in others but in ourselves. 

Some of you are burying things while they are still alive. 

Some of you are burying dreams that still have life in them.  

Your marriage is not dead, just half dead.  Your ministry is not dead, just half dead.   Your relationship with God is not ready for a tombstone, just wounded and beaten, but still with life in it. 

Oil & Wine <Back to Parables>

But that oil and wine did not bring him to wholeness, it was just enough to get him up out of the gutter.    The fallacy of Pentecost is not understanding that a dose of the Holy Ghost is absolutely necessary, but wont bring him to wholeness.
So Jesus took the half alive man, poured the Holy Ghost into him and delivered him to the care of the inn. 

What do you suppose the inn represents in the parable?

The church.

The role of the church is to nurse half dead people to a place of abundant life.  

Luke 10: 35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.

Whatsoever thou spendest more…  ?   Jesus paid it all?   Whatsoever thou spendest more…

He didn’t say, if this is not enough.   No, He said, I filled him with my spirit, 

If you are going to minister in a context of seeing people half alive instead of half dead, it will cost you more than you have…
But…when…I come again…

Can I revive a lost doctrine of the church?






