Finding Jacob’s Ladder
Genesis 28: 10 And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. 11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of. 16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. 17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 19 And he called the name of that place Bethel.  (The House Of God)
What Jacob stumbled into, multitudes of people are desperate to find.  Jacob encountered God, and not just God, but a direct link to God.   A ladder stretching from where he was into the throne room of God.  

How many people in desperate situations would give all they have to be able to stand at the base of that ladder?
How many spiritual seekers, full of questions and doubt, are searching through world religions and wisdom literature trying to find the bottom rung of a ladder that will connect them to God?  

How many Christians who love God but feel as though God is far away, fervently pray for a connection to God that is as tangible as Jacob’s Ladder?
Jacob was running from the anger of his brother Esau, whom he had defrauded.  Esau had sworn to take his life, and Jacob ran from his childhood home, and ran through the long day, and ran until nightfall.  The place where he stopped was no different than the rocky wilderness terrain he had been running through all day.   Too tired to make a camp he finds a rock that fits well enough to be a pillow, and falls asleep.  God comes to him in his exhausted sleep and speaks powerful covenant promises to him. When he awakens he is in awe and says God was in this place, and I did not even know it.   I stumbled into the very House of God, feel asleep in the very entry hall of heaven and was too exhausted to be aware of it.  This is holy ground, these are holy rocks, this is a sacred site.  He stacks the rocks and pours oil over them to sanctify the place where he encountered God.  He will go on and spend the next decade and a half trying to get back to the gate of heaven.   And…he…totally…missed…the…point.   
There was no divine appointment taking place here.   God did not ordain that Jacob fall down at that precise place.  Nor did Jacob by happenstance and chance happen to stumble into the very House of God, and fall asleep at the foot of the ladder that leads to heaven.   The bottom line is, there is only one reason Jacob slept there. 

Genesis 28:11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set.  

The only reason he stopped there, was because the sun went down, there.  No mysterious drawing power.   No mysterious aura surrounding the place.  Just rocks, like rocks he has been running past all day.   And desert sand, and scrub bushes like countless others.  This spot is indistinguishable from any other terrain he crossed that day.  

He is in the 1st crisis of his life.  He is completely exhausted.  He falls down, puts his head down, and encounters God.  When he woke up he said….”Wow…God is on this rock.  This is a holy rock, and this is a holy place, this is where God meets with me.  I am going to pour oil on this rock and name this place…THE HOUSE OF GOD.  So overwhelmed at the idea of encountering God he completely missed what God said. 
God did not say, “Jacob, I am with this rock!”  That rock wasn’t special.  The night before a coyote hiked his leg on that rock.  There is nothing significant about that place.  Jacob comes out of his encounter and all he can talk about is the place…

Genesis 28: 16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. 17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 19 And he called the name of that place Bethel.  (Looked around and said wow…this must be the house of God….I am gonna come back here)  
No Jacob, there is nothing special about this place, it just happens to be where you stopped during your crisis.  Up till now you have been scheming, pleading, plotting, running and trying to figure this whole mess out on your own.  But this happens to be where you were at sun down, and you slowed down, laid down, and was still long enough for me to speak to you.  
But no…Jacob is into the place…   So in to the place…he missed the message.  (How many people substitute the place for a message?  How many people miss the message because of the place?) Jacob is so into the place he missed the message…

God did not say Jacob, I am with this rock, I am with this place…  What did He say?

Genesis 28:15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places (2nd time – not just this place ) whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee.

God said “I am with you Jacob, not that rock. And if you ever need this ladder again, if you ever need this access to my presence again, Slow down, lay down, be still, and guess what, heaven will open up and you will get the now word, the rhema word from God you need.” (Repeat vs15) “If you had stop running a mile earlier, I would have met with you there, if you ran another 500 yards, I would have met you there.   I AM WITH YOU.) 
I come to preach to every person that would LOVE to find Jacob’s Ladder and encounter God.  Slow down, lay down, be still, stop running, and you will discover God is WITH you.  But you are not going to find Jacobs Ladder until you slow down at sun down.   It is discovered by exhausted people who cannot take another step and finally lay down.  

We say we come to the house of God.  But most Christians go to a building, or a ministry, or a place.  If all you do is come and sing a few songs, hear a sermon, talk to some nice people, and go on your way, you have not been to the house of God.  The house of God is where ever you encounter God.  And if you are not aware of God you have not found the House of God.  You are just in a place.  

Do you seriously think God is confined geographically? Denominationally?  Ideologically? Jacob got up and poured oil over the rocks and said, “Man, I am coming back here!”  “This PLACE IS GREAT!”  No, the God you encountered here is…   And guess what, HE IS WITH YOU!   The one thing Jacob got right was his own ignorance.  God was with him and he did not know it. 
Is God omni-present?  Is God the same yesterday, today, and forever?  Put those two fact together and you get a God that is everywhere, all the time, equally.  Not more God over there, less God over here, more God up at the altar, less God in the foyer.  That means you are at this moment, in the greatest presence of God you have ever been in, in your life.  You are at the foot of Jacob’s Ladder.  God is with you, has always been with you, when you were overwhelmed with His presence and when He seemed far removed.  The only difference is awareness.  If you could just slow down, lay down, and quit your running…

The ladder is always there, the angels always ascending and descending.  

Do you think your God is confined to one place you have to search out?  Some of you seek Jacob’s Ladder, a connection with God, like Ponce De Leon searching for the fountain of youth.  Not only do you NOT have to do that, you couldn’t get away from God if you wanted to.  All you can do is be aware or unaware…  God is WITH YOU.  Not at some destination you are traveling toward.  
In Acts 10, Peter is sleeping.  God is about to give him a revelation that this gospel is not just for Jews.   

Acts 10:11 And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth.

Four corners- Reference to the whole earth.  Not just with the Jewish nation Peter.  I am in the whole world.  Everywhere.  Not confined to you.  Not confined to how you think about me.  Not constrained by your custom.  

Came down from heaven – Let down to earth… Peter, you are not controlling this, it didn’t come from earth.  You cannot contain it.  (Wind reference?)

Years have gone by.  And somewhere, somehow, Jacob learned a few things about God.   Older and wiser now, he hears from God. 
Genesis 35: 1 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. 2 Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments: 3 And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went.
Understand what he is saying, “Not only do I realize now, he was with me, but looking back, in retrospect, he was with me in the way which I went.”  “Had I gone 5 miles south, He was with me in the way that I went.  Looking back now I realize He was always with me.  That just happens to be where I fell down, exhausted, where I slowed down, and laid down.”  “He was with me in the way that I went.”   

In retrospect, if you look back, you can see, not where you found Him, but where He was always with you.  There were just such long stretches of time where you were unaware.  He was and is with you.  

I am inviting you today to pause and realize…become aware.  Really come to the house of God today.  Jacob said I realize now it was where I laid, not where the rocks laid, that mattered.  God was with me in the way which I went.  There is not a step I took…  In retrospect…

The Psalm of Retrospect is Psalm 124…

Psalm 124:1 If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, now may Israel say; 2 If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when men rose up against us: 3 Then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us: 4 Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone over our soul: 5 Then the proud waters had gone over our soul. 
Looking back, Some of you are going to come to a vantage point in life where you are going to be able to see so clearly every moment when you wondered where He was, You are going to be able to see His hand at work, You are going to say, you know what….He was with my in the way which I went…It took some time before I fell down, before I laid down, but He was with in the way which I went...You are going to look back and say you know, He didn’t finally show up, I finally laid down, right there.  
You didn’t just stumble in here and happen by merest chance to come to the one church in Dallas, Texas where you could encounter God.  No, you came and laid down, fell down, was still long enough, that the ever present ladder and the always ascending and continuously descending angles finally broke through to you.  

I am inviting you today, to pause, stop, and realize HE IS WITH YOU.  

Psalm 46: 1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 3 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. 4 There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. 5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early. 6 The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted. 7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. 8 Come, behold the works of the LORD, what desolations he hath made in the earth. 9 He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. 10 Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. 

I am inviting you today, to pause, stop, and be aware, you are at the foot of Jacob’s Ladder,  HE IS WITH YOU.  

In II Timothy 4 Paul writes to his Son in the Gospel from a Roman prison cell. 

- Single handedly evangelize Asia Minor. 

- Writer of the NT. 

- Founded more churches than I have fingers and toes. 
- Is utterly alone.  (RIFF – Demas / cloak / Not one member of one church)

II Timothy 4:16 At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: (It doesn’t matter…) 17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me;
The House Of God is where you are aware of God.  You can walk out of here today, truthfully saying, I was at the House Of God.  But only if you slow down, lay down.   Come lay your head on this altar, be still.
Jacob/Jabbock – Knows that even in the bottom of a muddy river with my enemy waiting dead ahead, I can encounter God, because He is WITH me.  

Revelation 21:3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

