According To Character
Jonah 3:1 And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying, 2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 3 So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days' journey. 4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.  5 So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. 6 For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water: 8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands. 9 Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not? 10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not. 4: 1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. 2 And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.
There is mystery in God.   There is awe in approaching the Almighty.  We should be in awe because He is Creator and we are creation, because He is Infinite and we are finite.   There are many reasons to be in awe of God, to be astounded by God.  The sheer magnitude of His creation should frequently overwhelm you.  Stars should produce praise.  The hanging disk of a silver moon should send you to your knees.   Should you be privileged to stand and feel the weight of the sea crash into a shore with such force that rocks tremble, you should be in awe of the God that controls the sea.   A creature can receive light and color through an eyeball, and that light and color will travel down a neural path that the best minds with the accumulated knowledge of humanity cannot reproduce, and that light and color will produce visual images in our brain.  That should astound us every time it happens.  The mind that made that should cause you to rise up and shout out in awe and wonder with the Psalmist…
Psalm 8:3 When I consider … the work of thy hands… 4 What is man, that thou art mindful of him?
There is much that should astound us, awe us, and overwhelm us.  But…

Much of what astounds us concerning God should not.  We tend to not be in awe of what should amaze us.  And we are astounded and shocked by what should not surprise us.   People walk everyday through His astounding creation, live in His world of surpassing beauty, and receive His amazing Grace, never recognizing that every good thing that brings wholesome joy to a life is a gift from Him.  They should be in awe.  But what surprises us about God over and over are far and away the least surprising things about Him.  The only reason we are surprised is because we do not know Him.   When we know God’s character, nothing God does will surprise us because God always acts in accordance with His character.  He always acts according to what He is. Once you know what He is, what He does is not going to shock you.  What God does is the product of what God is. 
Jonah had tried to NOT go to Ninevah.  It was a wicked, cruel city.  The inhabitants of Ninevah were the enemies of Jonah’s people.  They were remarkably vicious and cruel. He was sent to tell them that God was going to destroy them.   But when they repented, God repented and forgave them.  Jonah was angry because he wanted them destroyed, but he was not surprised, quite to the contrary.  Look at what He said to God. 

Jonah 4:2 And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country?
-Didn’t I tell you this is what would happen?   Didn’t I predict this taking place?
Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.
I know what you are. Gracious.  Merciful.  Kind.  Forgiving.  And because I know what you are, I knew what you were going to do.  I knew if they repented, you would act according to your nature and forgive them.  That is who you are and because of who you are I know what you are going to do.  Your grace is so predictable.  Your mercy is so predictable.  I should not be shocked that you loved and forgave them.  
God always acts in accordance with his character.  What God does is a product of what God is.  Given that God has been so clear about what He is, we know what God is going to do in any given circumstances.  
God is…

Love

Consuming Fire
The God that healeth thee (Exodus 15:26)
Faithful

Just

Truth/Cannot Lie

Merciful

This is why we know we can count on God, because He always acts in accordance with His character.  

Not only should we not be surprised when God does what He does, Satan should not surprise us either.  Scripture is VERY clear about what he is. 

John 8:44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

What is he going to do?  He is going to deceive and destroy, because Satan also acts in accordance with his character.  Do not be surprised if you interact with him, when he deceives you and shreds your life.  He does what he does because of what he is.  

Interacting with the spirit realm is not guesswork.  You know what God is going to do.  You know what Satan is going to do.  They will act in accordance with their character and never violate that.  Satan is never going to tell you the truth.  God is never going to lie.  There is no guesswork involved here.  They will never act in contrast to their character.  And guess what?  You don’t either. 

From The Heart 
Luke 6: 43 For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes. 45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.
We produce from the life on the inside.  What we do is a direct product of what we are.  You were not acting out of character.  You were acting in perfect accordance with your character.  We always do.  And because we are called and expected to live a higher life, a better life, a more meaningful life, God does not just save us.   He does not stop at salvation but he sanctifies, transforms, and remakes us from the inside out, so that we will live like He does, according to our righteous character.  God never has to decide His response, what He is dictates what He will do.  And what God purposes to do in each of us is a transformative work of such a magnitude that once Christ is formed in us we will live according to the character inside of us.  
We will never have to figure out our response and actions…

When we face temptation…
When called on to forgive…

When we encounter the opportunity to give…
When someone needs grace…

When we have a chance to live for something other than self…
We are under the mistaken impression that if we do enough good and right stuff that the doing of them will make us good and right.   That is so backwards.  If we are good and right, if we allow Christ to be formed in us, if we allow our minds to be transformed by the Holy Ghost, if we have a heart transplant, if we put to death the old man and become new creatures in Christ,  if we are good and right because of the life of Christ inside we will do good and right stuff, automatically.  
This is why we are not just saved from hell.  But we become new creatures.
Luke 10 tells the story of a man, who in his journey fell among thieves.  Religious people passed by and saw him lying there, beaten and bloodied.  They left him lying at the roadside.   But then a Samaritan comes by.  This is not the story of the man who fell among thieves.  This is not the story callous priest.   It is the story of the ______________   Samaritan.  No one knows what happens to the man who was assaulted.  He may have died of his wounds.  The Samaritan never looks for a payback.  He does not help the man saying, I now expect you to live a better life, and don’t be hanging out with thieves anymore.  No, with no expectation he helps him.  Without thought.  The two previous men, looked at the broken man, there is conflict inside of them about what to do.  Not the Good Samaritan.  He is not the good Samaritan because he helped the man.  He helped the man because he is the good Samaritan.  
I have come to call Christians to a higher level of living.  God has put His life and His character, and His heart, and His mind, inside of you.  NOW YOU NEED TO START LIVING ACCORDING TO THAT CHARACTER.  We don’t do stuff hoping to be good.  We are going to do what we do because we are good.  
The God Expectation Of A God Life
Because of what God has done in you  He has an expectation of your life.  Your faith is to be lived out in this life.  What He has made you He expects you to demonstrate with your life.  Because He made you good He now expects goodness from you.  

Isaiah 5:1 Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: 2 And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. 4 What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?
Given all that I have done for it…
Given that I put it in a fruitful hill…(Look where your life is lived out)

Given that I fenced it…  (Put my protection around you)
Given that I removed the stones…  (Every weight of life I lifted off of you)

Given that I put choicest vine…  (My spirit…mind of Christ…)
Built a tower… (Gave you strength…joy of the Lord…) 

Give all that I have done, isn’t it right that I expect sweetness, fruitfulness, productivity?  But instead I get bitterness, sourness, undisciplined and untamed vines that choke the life out of everything.    God asked a question…what else could I have done that I have not done?  I did everything necessary to make you good, why don’t you do good stuff?  
There is a God expectation of a God life.  We sing…Because of who you are…  What about because of what we are in Him?  God expects fruitfulness in your life commensurate with what has been put inside of you.  

Luke 12:48 For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required:
You need to be changed from inside out then live according to your character.  
The problem is, you have had a heart transplant, but you think you have gone into a witness protection plan.  You think you are the same person with a new identity.  You are a NEW CREATURE.  (II Corinthians 5:17)
Too many of us wear the façade of faith, but live according to what we were.  There is a clear contrast in scripture between what you were and what you are. 

I Corinthians 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you:
That is what you were.  And when you were that, you lived according to your character.   You lied, fornicated, pursued idols, cheated, and did all manner of evil, because that is what you were.

 but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.  (SO LIVE LIKE IT)
Romans 7: 4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. 5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. 6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit.
It is time for you to start living according to character.  Not the old, but the new life of Christ that was placed in you.  What do you think it is for?  To replace prozac?  

We need to start putting that expectation on each other.  We enable each other to live according to the old character by how we recognize each other.  Sometimes I want those around me to live according to the old character because it puts less pressure on me.  But that needs to change in the body of Christ.  People will live up to the level of expectation. Ministry needs to grow a backbone and start challenging people to live better lives.  Not only that, we need to free people from what they were and recognize what they are.
II Corinthians 5:14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: 15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. 16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: 
Christ died for all.  In that death is the privilege that all sinfulness can die.  And in that dieing there is a new life that can be lived.  Because of that, from now on we will not recognize people after their old fleshly identity.  We will not recognize people by what they were.  But we will identify them by what they are.  If we would start doing that more of our brothers and sisters would start living according to the new God character in them.  

God always acts in accordance with His character.  

Satan always acts in accordance with his character.

We always act in accordance with our character.

If you don’t like what you do ask God to change what you are, then live according to that new character.  

Ashtons DNA.  As long as she is growing.  Washing of regeneration.  Renewing of the Holy Ghost.  
