Power Revelation Pattern

Paul is writing to his protégé in the ministry, Timothy.  

I Timothy 1:12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Paul is obviously grateful that God chose Him.  He is grateful in the way the most uncoordinated, untalented, kid is when he is chosen for a team while there are star players standing around.  

By his own admission Paul was violent, blasphemous, ignorant, and insolent. You have to think God could have done better than that.  Maybe there were no obvious front runners for God to pick but hey, how about we start with the guy that is not a blaspheming murderer.   Surely there were people that were not violent, that were not blasphemous, that were not torturing and terrorizing Christians.  Yet God went past all of those obvious choices and picked this raving, hate-filled, terrorist to fulfill His plan.  As with all that God does there was a reason for God’s choice.

I Timothy 1:16 For this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.
The reason God picked the absolute worst candidate was to establish a pattern. God intentionally picked the absolute worst choice just to show how patient, loving, and longsuffering He is.  God does not view deficiencies and faults in people as things that disqualify, rather as opportunities for God to show His power.  So in Paul (Vs. 16 in me) God established a pattern.  This is the pattern:

God will view every flaw, failing, and deficiency in every believer as an opportunity to show some aspect of His power.  

What we think disqualifies us. 

What we believe cheapens us. 

What we feel diminishes us. 

The parts of ourselves that we assume will cause us to be rejected. 

The aspects of our life we suppose spell our doom and demise.
God views all of those elements as opportunities to show His power, His love, His grace, His healing, and His mercy.   This is the pattern He revealed in Paul and works in us to this day.  

This probably does not strike a chord with perfect people.  But for a guy like me, full of failing, weaknesses, and deficiencies nothing could give me more hope.  Bad-tempered, ego-maniacal, petty, envious, undisciplined, prone to gloomy depression and pessimism.  I could produce a list a mile long and still not cover all of the areas where I come up short.  And when I look at that list I see all the reasons God should toss me out on my head. When I look at the list I think God choosing me would be like Coach Nelson replacing Dirk Nowisky with me in the Mavs starting line-up.  When God looks at that list He does not see a long list of disqualifying faults, He sees a long list of opportunities to reveal: 

His grace
His love

His power to change and transform
His power to heal

His miraculous ability to use the debris of humanity for the highest purpose on earth.  

God will view every flaw, failing, and deficiency in every believer as an opportunity to show some aspect of His power. 

The Pattern Perfected 

