Misapointment

Matthew 9:35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.

We live lives ruled by appointments.  Places we have to be at specified times.  Our PDA’s and schedules are chock full of appointments.  We live in a strange time when our children’s schedules can be as packed as our own.  Appointments rule our lives to a degree.  

We have to be at work at a certain time. 

We have clients we must meet with. 

We have project deadlines. 

There is soccer practice, band rehearsal, and skating lessons to get the kids to. 

Don’t forget the dr. or dentist appointment. 

We even schedule our down time on our planners.

There are people we must meet with, talk to, & connect with.  We have appointments to keep.
We all know what I am talking about when I talk about appointments.  We all know what I mean when I refer to a missed appointment.  You were supposed to be somewhere but you couldn’t make it.  (Usually because a previous appointment ran long)  Don’t beat yourself up to bad, even Samuel missed an appointment. 

I Samuel 13:8 Saul waited seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed: but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him.  

Jesus was accused of a missed appointment. 

John 11:21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

Too many appointments are not necessarily lethal.  Missing an appointment here and there probably will not destroy your life.  There is something, however, far more damaging that is destroying lives, derailing destinies, and diminishing potential in peoples lives.  It is not too many appointments.  It is not missed appointments.  It is…

Misappointment
A missed appointment is when you should be somewhere but you are not.  A misappointment is when you are somewhere you should not be.  

Misappointment is not just having a full schedule, which is over-appointment, but it is having a schedule full of wrong stuff.  

I am misappointed when the bulk of my time is spent in pursuit of temporary things. 

I am misappointed when I can spend two hours daily in hard physical exercise and yet cannot carve out time for devotion to God on a daily basis. 

When I can be entertained for hours on end by television and feel no pang of remorse for not spending some of that time trying to better my world, or lead someone to Christ I am misappointed. 

When I allow myself to be stressed because of temporary circumstances or my workday and never feel urgency over the eternal condition of people around me I am misappointed.

I am misappointed when I fill my life with trivial tasks, mundane activities and pointless pursuits at the expense of sacred solitude, personal worship, and service to God and man. 

Misappointment is exactly what Christ is addressing in our text.   He walked for days through villages and towns full of diseases, hurting, oppressed, suffering people.  He saw waves of people needing comfort, needing direction, needing hope, and needing salvation.  He likened them to a harvest field.  I have stood among the wheat when the field is ready to harvest, and it is as though you are in the middle of a golden sea.  As far as you can see in every direction there are waves of grain.   Jesus looked all around Him and as far as He could see there were wounded, hurting people living decimated lives.  And He asked a question that must be repeated, that has not been repeated often enough.  Where are the laborers?  Where are the ones that should be in this field?  With this harvest that is ready, with this many hurting, this many needing, this many desperate, where are the ones that should be bringing in this harvest?  What could they possibly be doing that would keep them from the harvest. 

They are living misappointed lives.

In this sermon I am going to focus on the eternal and Kingdom aspects but you need to understand that misappointment is what is wreaking havoc in all areas of lives.  Relationships suffer because of misappointment.  Too much time spent in places other than where it is needed.  Time with your friends instead of your spouse.  Achieving excellence in your career while your kid becomes a stranger.   

Misappointed People
Over and over in the Bible we read of people living misappointed lives and their testimony is a warning to us.  

· Samson – Caught where he should have never been.  He was appointed to be a judge over Israel.  He was appointed to be a conqueror and a deliverer.  Yet he spent his time with his head in Delilah’s lap and it cost him everything.  He should have never been there.  They gouged out his eyes and turned him into a beast grinding at a wheel.  His life a joke, entertainment for jeering barbarians all because of misappointment. 

· How misappointed was the rich man of Luke 12?  He spent his last day on earth trying to figure out ways to hoard his wealth.  Hours that could have been spent making peace with God and insuring his eternal destiny were spent in smug, self-congratulation.  

· Martha got so angry because she was so busy, busy, busy while that lazy Mary just sat at Christ feet.  Until Jesus said Martha, you are misappointed.  You don’t understand what is important.   You have a full schedule but Mary has a place at my feet.  

· As Christ agonized with the most horrendous decision any human has ever been faced with his disciples, in Christ’s own words, could not watch with Him one single hour.  It just was not important enough, and their own physical need was more pressing than His agony of spirit.  So they slept while He bled.   

When you are misappointed you have a values problem.  You do not understand what is really valuable. 

When you are misappointed you have a priority problem, you do not understand what is truly important. 

When you are misappointed you have a destiny dilemma, you do not know what your life is supposed to be about.
The apostles of the early church guarded against misappointment.  

Acts 6:1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word." 

They understood what was important for them to be doing and what they were destined for and appointed their lives accordingly.  

Misappointment Leads To Missed Appointments
Luke 14:16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many: 17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. 19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused. 20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. 21 So that servant came, and showed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room. 23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper.

There is a place prepared for you in the Kingdom of God.  There is a place at the table of God just for you.   There is a purpose for you to fulfill.  You don’t want to miss is because you are misappointed.  You do not want to miss what God has for you because you have filled your life with so much other stuff that there is no place for God.  

Jesus very deliberately targeted the rejects of society for His kingdom.  There is a host of scripture that overwhelmingly proves that.  

Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.

Matthew 21:31 Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans (lying cheating tax collectors) and the harlots (street walking prostitutes)  go into the kingdom of God before you.

He looked for converts among lepers no one would touch, beggars other tried to silence, and women that were shunned by their own families.   Do you know why this was His chosen demographic?  They have nothing else to do.  They have nowhere else to be.  Where else is a blind beggar going to go?  What appointments does a crippled man have to keep.  The leper is spends his time awaiting death.   He came targeting people that had nowhere to be because everyone else was so misappointed that there was not a space for Him, and misappointment will lead to missed appointments. 

Again, I am talking about the kingdom, but this holds true for every aspect of life.  If I am chronically misappointed I will miss those magic moments with my sons.  If my life is perpetually misappointed the greatest opportunities for true fulfillment will pass by without me ever noticing. 

Luke 19:41 As Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it

42 and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace--but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you."

Misappointment will lead to missed appointments.

Misappointment Will Lead To Disappointment.
Too many times I have sacrificed the important on the altar of the urgent.
Too many times I have succumbed to the quest for world-success instead of pursuing peace, meaning, and fulfillment. 

Too many times I have walked into my kids’ room to pray over them as they sleep and wished I had spent more time with them that day. 

Too many nights I have laid down to sleep and wished I had been a better steward of the hours in that day. 

Misappointment will leave me with disappointment.  Disappointed with myself because I got by when I could have excelled.  Disappointed that I am mired in mediocrity.  I am disappointed with myself when a whole day goes by where I am irritable and rushed because I am misappointed.  

Exodus 3:1 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. 2 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. 4 And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.

The great deliverer, writer of the Pentatauch, friend of God.  Wandering the desert, tending sheep?  How misappointed.  But he turned aside and history and his destiny were transformed.  He felt the heat of God’s presence and heard His voice.  This sermon is an invitation to misappointed people to turn aside…

