The Alien Option

Kevin Burgess

John 17:9  I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. 10  And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 11  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18  As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.

Transcendent people live outside of the existing concepts of the world.

· Wallace Stephens

In praying for His disciples Jesus introduces a concept, a thought, a truth that is hinted at and foreshadowed throughout the OT, and is verified and set in concrete throughout the entirety of the NT.  Christ states this truth that is hinted at as absolute fact in this prayer. The truth is this, the followers of Christ, the sons and daughters of God, according to an overwhelming amount of scripture including verse 16 are not of this world.

14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world
They may reside here, but they do not belong here.  

Hebrews 11:13 – Pilgrims
II Peter 2:11 – Strangers

I Peter 1:17 – time of your sojourning / foreigners here on earth (NLT)
John 18:36 – Neither the kingdom nor servants of Christ are of this world.

Romans 4:17 – Our kingdom is the opposite of the earthly value system.
I will not belabor the point but you must get this into your spirit.  Once you become a borne again follower of Christ you are no longer of this world.   This is not metaphoric, or a superlative, but in a real sense Christ wants us to understand we are not of this world, and coming to that realization is one of the most profound life-altering truths that can ever happen to a person.

I don’t mean you are a being from Mars, or that you have an alien physiology.  What I am saying is actually a little more radical than even that.  Jesus hinted at it when He spoke about the devil and referred to him as “the prince of this world”  (the guy who is the standard for this world) and Jesus had this to say about Him in John 14:30, “He hath nothing in me”

We don’t have anything in common.
We are as different as daylight and dark.

He is nothing like me.
We have no common ground to meet on.  

We don’t relate.
The same attitude that Jesus manifested toward the Prince of this World we are going to have to get toward the culture around us.  It has nothing in me, I don’t relate to it, I am not part of it, I am apart from it.  I AM NOT OF THIS WORLD.  

The War Of The Worlds
In real practical terms, what does that mean?  To say I am not of this world is a pretty radical statement.  What does it mean in real terms?  Are we supposed to separate ourselves like the Amish?  People will think I am weird if I start declaring myself to not be of this world.  Well yeah…

Without getting ahead of myself let me tell you in no uncertain terms that fulfillment as a Christian, meaning in your life, right perspective on issues, and really walking into your destiny is wrapped up in you getting this concept I am preaching to you.  You are not of this world.  You are otherworldly.  You are an alien.  You are a stranger in a strange land.  You are a visiting foreigner.  

CONFLICT IN CHRISTIAN LIVING COMES MOST OFTEN FROM TRYING TO RECONCILE CONFLICTING VALUE SYSTEMS.

The life inside of you that comes from God is leading one way and the world all around you is pushing you another.  The Word of God teaches one set of ethics and rules and everyone around you is living by another.  So we try to reconcile the two worlds.  But they are at total odds.  They have totally conflicting values.  They have contradictory rules.  So we have a choice to make. 

A) We can try to mix the two worlds.  A little Christianity in the world, a little world in the Christianity, and thus make it more palatable for everyone.

B) We can go build an insular community apart, like the Amish.

C) We can say, “Ok, I am in this world, but not of this world”.  And demonstrably live the laws and values of your kingdom every day even when they are at apparent radical odds with the world.

The most popular choice is A.  

Worship on Sunday, shelve the Christ-like attitude when we enter the war-zone of business on Monday.
Love our neighbor as our self until he really ticks us off then sue his pants off.

Live one set of values at home, and another on vacation. 

Allow non-Christians to believe stuff about us that makes us more easily accepted by them.  (Hard to be the only pro-life person, the only one to say homosexuality is wrong.)

Say with our songs that God is pre-eminent in our lives, but then spend the majority of our time and money on things that just benefit us.
Believing something in theory (doctrine) until it makes a real demand on us, then failing to put the belief in to practice.  (Win the lost at any cost…what if it cost you your Saturday or your vacation?  Family first…what if you have to pass on a promotion to spend more time with your kids?)

This is the most popular approach but it causes so much conflict and turmoil. And a lot of Christians feel weak and defeated by it.  I have come to advocate a choice that will empower you, and embolden you, and take your faith from something you practice twice a week in a building to something you live every moment of your life.  It is the only choice that reconciles with scripture.  

A causes conflict. 

B (the Amish choice) is diametrically opposed to the prayer of Christ.  After declaring His disciples to be “not of this world” Jesus then prayed this:
John 17: 15  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.

It is not the will of God that we be extracted from the world into a place of seclusion.  Actually it is quite the opposite.  

Matthew 5:14  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Both options A & B are just different ways of hiding that light.  We have to be in the world for our light to be seen, but we do not have to be of the world.  

The only real choice is C.

To demonstrably live the laws and values of the kingdom I am part of every day even when they are at apparent radical odds with the world I am in. 
We can get a radical approach to faith where we just understand I am not of this world.  I am going to live my kingdom principles every waking moment, and if people think I am a little strange well then so be it, because after all, I AM NOT OF THIS WORLD!

If I seem a little strange…
If I talk a little different…

If I value things that are not of value to anyone else…
If I do not value things that everyone else is killing themselves for…

If I make choices that don’t seem to make sense…
If I seem to reading from a different rule book than everyone else…

If I am not impressed by what you think is impressive…
If I am not intimidated by what you think is important…

You see it is because I am not from around here.  And where I come from things are different.  I don’t mean to be all up in your face, but I am not from around here.  I am not of this world.

The Alien Option
Accept that you are an alien.   You are not of this world.  Here is why the Alien Option is really the only option. 

This is the only way to be an authentic Christian. 

· It takes way too much energy to be one thing here and something else out there.

· Christian faith is not something that can be diluted and still retain its integrity.  It is not that kind of substance. 

· I cannot have different sets of principles for different areas of my life. 

· The people we think we will offend and alienate with our faith are more turned off by our hypocrisy and lack of integrity than by anything we believe or practice.  

This is the only way to live scriptural principles. 

· There are too many scriptures that call for a radical honesty and transparency in life.  

· I John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
· Matthew 6: 33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

· The great canon of ethics delivered in the Sermon on the Mount are in such contradiction to the world system that if I live them I will come into conflict with world wisdom at every turn. 
· Matthew 5: 16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

· On and on comes the scriptural principles that compel me to admit that I am an alien, and a stranger here.  They drive me to a complete rejection of everything the world says is of value and embrace the values of my kingdom.  The two are not reconcilable. 
· Luke 16: 13  No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

This is the only way I can be “kept from the evil”
Jesus prayed, not that we would be taken out of the world, but that we would be kept from the evil.   The evil is the beliefs and values that govern the world.  That is the evil.  Jesus prayed that we be kept from that evil.  The only way we are kept from it is by embracing the values of our heavenly kingdom, living them every day, and the two kingdoms are so opposed that embracing one is an absolute rejection of the other.  

If you embrace the kingdom of Christ you will be compelled to reject the values and practices of this world.  They are fire and ice, they cannot coexist.  

Aliens
Transcendent people live outside of the existing concepts of the world.

-Wallace Stephens
There is a belief and an accepted opinion about how things are and how they should be.  There are accepted ways of thinking and acting, and there is a relentless pressure in the world to make us conform.  Wallace Stephens called them “existing concepts of the world”.  And you will run into them everyday and everywhere.  These concepts are not of God.  We must learn to live in the world, but outside of the existing concepts that are so damaging, damning, limiting, and destructive.  

But I am looking for a group of Christians who just decide they are going to live outside the existing concepts of the world.  You are going to let the Word and Spirit determine the values of your life, and how you live your life.  

Mother Theresa
Daniel (Refused the kings meat / they said he had to eat it to succeed / become one of the most powerful men in the world)

Disciples (Ignorant and unlearned / they had rejected the worlds accepted path to power / Acts 17:6 says they turned the world upside down…)
Moses walked away from an Egyptian throne, choosing the staff of Israel rather than the sceptre of Egypt.  Hebrews 11:24  By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;

25  Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 26  Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.
These are transcendent people, aliens, who lived lives outside of the existing concepts of the world, and still shook their world.  And I believe out of this house can come such people, who choose the Alien Option and embrace the kingdom everyday and in every way.  

