You Should Not Perish: Part Two

Last week I preached to you from John the third chapter.  By carefully analyzing the passage we reached a couple of conclusions.  Let me bring to your remembrance what those conclusions are.

1) John 3:16 is part of a conversation Jesus is having with Nicodemus, and as such has to be interpreted within the context of that conversation not as a verse standing alone.  Consequently we cannot claim that professing a belief in Christ will save us.  Because in this conversation Jesus clearly and unequivocally tells Nicodemus that for a man to enter into the Kingdom of heaven he must be born again.  Christ then breaks it down even further by declaring that this second birth must be of the water (baptism) and of the Spirit.  

2) The statement of John 3:16 is that if a person believes on Jesus Christ they SHOULD not perish.  And that is exactly right.  If you believe in Christ you should not be lost.  

It almost becomes a question of degrees.   The rich young ruler believed enough to obey the law, but not enough to sell all that he had to follow Christ.    There are many that will believe and will be lost.  That is the tragedy.   They should not be.  If you read on down in this chapter Jesus illuminates even further. 

John 3: 18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  19  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  20  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.  21  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 

· There must be a specificity of belief.  Vs. 18 “the name of the only begotten Son of God.”  

· “Believing” is coupled with “doing”.  Vs. 21

There are many that will believe yet never believe enough to avail themselves of the cleansing blood of Christ through baptism.  They should not be lost.  

· Not when there is a God who provided the propitiation for their sins.

· Not when it has been made so easy for them to be saved.  (Acts 2:38) 

· Not when there is a God that loved the whole world enough to come in flesh and die for them.

They should not be lost.  But until they believe on the name of the only begotten Son of God, until they believe enough to “do the truth” they are not saved.  This is the decree of Christ.  “You must be borne again!”

I do not want to spend a lot of time here but let me give you a few more scriptures on this whole professed faith question.

Matthew 7:21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  24  Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:

· Luke 6:46  And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?

· Among the many things He said that we are to do is that we “must be borne of the water and of the spirit”!

· If you really believe Christ is your hope and your salvation.  If you really believe that it is only by His blood that your sins can be washed away and you can be redeemed from sin, if you really have faith in Him then do what He commanded and be borne again of the water and of the spirit.
I do not come to condemn any religious experience or exercise, or belittle any step of faith you have made.  I simply come to cast some further illumination on the subject and tell you that you have started a wonderful journey, don’t stop now.  

· Don’t stop at professing faith in Christ, Repent of your sins, resolve to turn your life around.

· Don’t stop at repentance, be baptized, washing away your sins, claiming the shed blood of Christ and His holy name for your own.

· Don’t stop at baptism but be filled with the Holy Ghost. That spirit of God that will strengthen you, that will enable you to keep the resolves you made at repentance, that will seal you for the day when Christ comes for His bride, and that will, according to Romans 8:11, one day usher you into immortality.   

· Nicodemus should have understood this.  Because He was a master of the Jews, and knew the history of his people he should not have been perplexed by a second birth, a person being borne of water and of spirit.  Last week I preached about that water baptism, that second birth of the water.  He should not have been perplexed that the blessing of God would be on the second birth.  It had always been so in the history of His people.

· Jacob blessed over Esau

· Isaac not Ishmael

· Joseph borne of the second wife not His brothers borne of the first.

Nicodemus should have known from the history of His own people that the blessing of God was always on the second born.  

Your first birth out of your mothers womb let you enter this life.  The second birth, of the water and of the spirit let’s you enter the next life.

Born Of The Spirit  

Jesus commanded in John 3:5 that we be borne of the Spirit.

There are scripture all throughout the NT that affirm the command of Christ.

Romans 8: 7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10  And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11  But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

Titus 3: 3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. 4  But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

1) In the book of Acts there were 6 different ways this birth of the Spirit is described.  The Bible says that the Holy Ghost, which is the Spirit of God;

2) Baptized with Acts 1:4-5

3) Filled with Acts 2:4

4) Received it Acts 10:44-47

5) Fell on them

6) Poured out

7) Came on them

These are all different ways of describing the same thing, the Spirit of the Living God, as was prophesied by the OT prophet Joel takes up residence in the repentant heart of humanity.  This is the fulfillment of what God told Moses, that they day would come when HE would no longer live among His people in a tent and write His law on stone.  But He would live and write His law in their heart.

But what if  just want to believe on Christ?  Well, if you believe on Him the Bible teaches that you will receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost.

John 7: 37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.

38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39  (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

Acts 11: 15  "As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 16  Then I remembered what the Lord had said: 'John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 17  So if God gave them the same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could oppose God?"

Acts 19: 1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2  and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 3  So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" "John's baptism," they replied. 4  Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus." 5  On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 6  When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7  There were about twelve men in all.

Ephesians 1: 13  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14  who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.

When you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ you will repent, how can you not?  You will be baptized, how can you not?  And God will fill you with His precious Holy Spirit. 

1) There are five Biblical accounts of people being filled with the Holy Ghost.  

2) The Jews 

3) The Gentiles

4) The Samaritans

5) The Apostle Paul

6) The disciples of John at Ephesus. 

This record confirms what Peter said on the day of Pentecost as he was explaining the initial out pouring of the Holy Ghost in Acts 2:39 that the Holy Ghost is for everyone that believes.  In three of the five cases the Bible declares that those who received the Spirit baptism spoke in a heavenly language as God gave them the ability to speak it.  In the other two cases it is implied.  In the case of the Samaritans there was a sign that caught the attention of the whole city.  Simon the Sorcerer was so impressed he wanted the ability to give this sign.

Acts 8

Let me tell you just a few more things about this birth of the Spirit.  This Holy Ghost that will fill you.

Ephesians 1:14 lets us know that this Spirit is a deposit on our inheritance.

John 16: 5  But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? 6  But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. 7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.

-Expedient means better.   What could be better than Christ with you?

John 14: 16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 18  I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

19  Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. 20  At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.

-The only thing better than Christ with us is Christ in us. 

Matthew 16: 21  From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 22  Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.  23  But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: 
