You Have Heard… But I Say Unto You… PartII

Matthew 5:27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 28 But I say unto you, 

Last week I preached from this text and showed you in the word of God how perfectly this illustrates what Christ does in a life.  How radically His coming to a life changes that life.  He told the crowd on the Mt. that everything they had ever heard would have to be rethought because He, the perfect fulfillment of the Law they had served, had arrived.  In a nutshell “I know what you heard, but I tell you everything is different now.”  As we explored the scripture we learned a powerful and important truth. 

Things may be real and true until you interject Christ into the equation, at that moment whatever was true before is no longer true, because the interjection of Christ into a situation or life alters the reality of that situation and that life.
Just a brief excursion into scripture will let you know that every time Christ arrives on the scene everything changes in every way.  
John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

Matthew 4:16 The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 
I Corinthians 6:9 Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, (RIFF) but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified (RIFF) in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
I Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 
The interjection of Christ into a life alters the reality of that life.
From death to life…
From dark to light…

From the most vile to sanctified…
From sin-stained to washed…

From guilty to justified…
From being a nobody to being the people of God…

From being without hope to finding hope in endless mercy…
This is the nothing more and nothing less than the work of Christ in a life.  The most mind-boggling, revolutionary change in a life happens when He is made part of it.   

We have already learned two ways he dramatically changes a life.

1. He defines for us what we no longer need.

2. He defines for us what is now possible.  

If you have not had that revolutionary experience it is possible you have not experienced the fullness of Jesus Christ. 

Close But Not Quite 

Impacted But Not Changed

It is possible that you got close enough to Christ to be impacted but not changed.  

The RYR of Matthew 19 got close enough to Christ to realize there was potential for something great, but never close enough to totally sell out to Christ.  He was drawn enough to seek for a level of answers in Christ but ultimately did not get close enough to realize that whatever life in Christ cost him it would be worth it. 

In Acts 26 King Agrippa got close enough to feel the first stirrings of persuasion in his soul, but stopped just short.  “Almost persuaded” is how he described his own status.  

There are untold numbers who have been impacted, but not changed.  Something good happened to them but something short of what they really need.  I am persuaded that the vast majority of religious people are in just such a position.  

Impacted but not changed.
They felt Him but were not transfigured by Him.

Touched but not transformed. 

Improved but not born again.  (Like they had spiritual cosmetic surgery)

A better creature but not necessarily a new creature.
All of that may be good, but all of that can be accomplished any number of ways.  But there is only one source for a new life, that is Jesus Christ.  You need to get so much Jesus in you that nothing will ever be the same.  Not just an encounter, not just a touch, not just an experience, you need a Jesus life.  

The promise of the Gospel is…

II Corinthians 5:17 If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.

The promise of the Gospel is found in the conversation Jesus had with Nicodemus…

John 31  There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2  The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. (You have really impacted me) 3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. (Not really interested in impressing/impacting you…I want everything to be different for you)
In John 6 the crowd sought for Christ, and found Him sitting alone.  As they began to ply Him with questions He answered…

John 6:26 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, (You did not understand the dimensions and magnitude of the power being displayed.) but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. (A physical, temporal, carnal, earthly desire was satisfied) 27  Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: 

“Don’t seek me for something you can get anywhere.  Don’t seek me for something less than what I am really capable of.  I have everlasting life, I have so much that you cannot get outside of me.  If you are going to go through the effort of seeking me out, get everything I have to offer.”

Don’t be satisfied with some emotional catharsis in worship.
Don’t be filled with anything less than a revolution of your spirit.

Don’t stop short of everything God has for you.  

Don’t go through all the effort of finding Christ and walk away with the same peace that you can get anywhere else when He promised peace from another dimension. 

Don’t stop be satisfied with loaves when He has everlasting life.
If your greatest victory in Christ is a financial blessing you don’t get it.

If the greatest thing about serving Christ is that you found some friends in the church you don’t get it.
Don’t stop until there is a revolutionary dynamic change in the core of your being. Don’t stop until you understand what I mean when I tell you that…

The interjection of Christ into a life alters the reality of that life.
Until that is your testimony you need to press further into Him.  

The Blessing Of The Second Touch
For all of the those who have been touched and not changed, they need to understand something about persevering and persistence in their faith.  

Learn the lesson of Jacob wrestling in the mud of Jabbok, telling the Lord “I will not turn loose until you bless me.”   He went into the mud Jacob and came out Israel, A prince with God. 

But even more than that, you need to understand the blessing of the second touch.  As awesome as that first touch from God is, as impacting as it can be.  There is more.  There is more.  There is more.  There is more.   The change you are looking for is found in coming back to Him again and again.  

There were ten lepers in Luke 17, all were healed.  But one came back to worship and was made whole.  You have got to keep coming back, and coming back.  

There was a blind man in Mark 8 who was touched by Christ.  When Jesus asked him if he could see the mans response was, “I see men as trees walking”.   I see men and trees and I know the difference because the men are walking and the trees are not.  I am better than I used to be, but still not what I want to be.  I wonder how many people I am preaching to right now that those could be your words.  

It is not pitch black anymore, just kind of gray.
It doesn’t hurt as bad.

It doesn’t haunt me every day.
I don’t cry like I used to. 

I don’t struggle with it all the time. 

I am not quite as sad as I was.

Mark 8:25  After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every man clearly.

· I am persuaded by many facts that had the man replied that he could see fine after the first touch Jesus would have let him go his way.  

· Jesus asked him, he put the ball in his court.

· Jesus knew all things. He knew exactly how much that guy could see.

· Jesus created eye balls in the first place, He knows how to make them perfect.

It does not get more


radical than this!








