Worship From Wonder

Then he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from the altar before the Lord, with his hands full of sweet incense beaten fine, and bring it inside the veil. And he shall put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat that is on the Testimony, lest he die. Leviticus 16:12-13
True worship begins with wonder.  True worship is perpetuated in and because of wonder.  

Worship begins with a man looking at the night sky and realizing that the God that created and sustains it is thinking about him…  Out of that sense of wonder worship emerges.  It is with a heart of wonder that David pens the words…

Psalm 8:1 O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens. 2  Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 3  When I consider thy  heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 4  What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 5 For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour 9 O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!

I stand dwarfed under the vast canopy of heaven…
I have to force my mind to contemplate the fact that the stars blazing in the night sky were created by your hands…

I have to consider, consciously think about, the fact that these things exist simply because you ordained them too…
Compared to God’s creation man is hardly worth noticing.  (Not God, just His creation)

And yet, this is really what causes awe, God is mindful of man, and visits him.  (This is the message of Psalm 8) 

When all of that is conscious in your mind how can you help but wonder and when you are filled with wonder how can you help but worship!  

The element missing from so much that passes for worship that would really make it meaningful is wonder in the heart of the worshipper.  

Words and songs that emerge from a heart not filled with wonder are not worship.  As a matter of fact their lack of sincerity cause them to be offensive.  We need to know the difference between worship and trivialized verbiage that does not exalt God.  

Ecclesiastes 5:1 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong. 2  Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few. 3 As a dream comes when there are many cares, so the speech of a fool when there are many words. 7 Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. Therefore stand in awe of God.
We are commanded to be in awe of God.  The wise writer of Ecclesiastes gives us four steps that will insure our worship is borne out of wonder and not rote.   

1. Come clean.  Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. 
What is your attitude like as you approach?  What is in your mind?  What are the meditations of your heart as you come into the house of God?  Worship starts before you ever get to the presence of God. 

Proverbs 19:2 He that hasteth with his feet sinneth.

Ever hear the phrase “fools rush in?”  If we are serious about elevating our worship to a place where it is coming from a heart of wonder we are going to have to develop an attitude that a rushed approach to the presence of God is sinful.  

This commandment to “guard your steps” is a direct reference to Exodus 3:5 and Joshua 5:15 where both Moses and Joshua were told to take their shoes off because the ground they were standing on, entering into the presence of God, was made holy by His very presence.  You do not just casually stroll into the presence of God.  You prepare to encounter the awesome Creator of the universe.   

We think worship is preparation for entering into the presence of God.  Nothing could be further from reality.  The preparation needs to take place before we worship.  That is how you set a premium on your worship.

Matthew 5:23 If you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.

Come clean.  Get things right before you offer your worship to God.  

I Timothy 2:8 I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.

Come clean.  Purify those hands before you ever lift them in praise.  

2. Check your intent at the door. . Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong.
What did you come here for?  What was your intent when you started your approach to God’s manifest presence?  Too much of what passes for worship is all about our words, all about our song, all about what we have to say.  The wise man said we should be drawing near to listen to the voice of God.   But instead too many are offering the sacrifice of fools.   Too many are not even aware that what they offer as worship is actually offensive because they did not come clean and they come with the wrong intent.  

After coming clean in Psalm 51, and seeking God’s forgiveness and restoration David had this to say…

Psalm 51:16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  

Maybe what would make our worship a little more meaningful would be a little more brokeness on our part.  Maybe if we could somehow manifest to God that what we really want more than anything is to hear from Him.  Sometimes we are in such a rush, and so programmed, and so intent on what we are doing we don’t leave anytime in our worship to hear from God.  How many times have we been praying, singing, talking when God wants us to be listening?

Why can’t we ever just let a Holy Hush settle over the congregation and be awed by the face that we are in the presence of God? God is not always looking for another song.  Every pause is not an invitation for someone to give a message in tongues.  Sometimes we just need to get close to listen.  

Psalm 4:4 Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still.

There is a direct link between being in awe and being still and listening to God.

Psalm 46:10 Be still, and know that I am God:

There is a direct link to your listening to God and your knowledge of God. 

There are things you can learn about God only by listening.  There are aspects of God you only get when your worship comes from a heart of wonder that causes you to be silent in the presence of God and listen after His voice with awe.  

Did you come to have church or hear from God?  With what intent did you come to His Holy Presence?

3. Speak slowly from your heart. Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God.
Without wonder and awe we sing songs because the words are on the screen.  We mumble our way through prayers we have prayed a thousand times.  Too often our brains are barely engaged, much less our hearts.   Worship offered to the living God is worth more than that.  

Psalm 19:14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.

One of the most damning indictments of a backslid people is found in Matthew 15.

Matthew 15:7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 8  "'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 9 They worship me in vain.“
Your worship is in vain if the words on your lips did not emerge from your heart. Too often we sing songs of trust while our hearts are filled with doubt.  We shout praises to a God who is Holy and harbor darkness in us. 

Psalm 66:18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:

Every word of worship needs to be processed from our heart.  When a heart if filled with wonder the worship that is unbelievably powerful.  

I Samuel 2:1  And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart rejoiceth in the LORD, mine horn is exalted in the LORD: my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; because I rejoice in thy salvation. 2  There is none holy as the LORD: for there is none beside thee: neither is there any rock like our God. 3  Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. 4  The bows of the mighty men are broken, and they that stumbled are girded with strength. 5  They that were full have hired out themselves for bread; and they that were hungry ceased: so that the barren hath born seven; and she that hath many children is waxed feeble. 6  The LORD killeth, and maketh alive: he bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 7  The LORD maketh poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth low, and lifteth up. 8  He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and he hath set the world upon them. 9  He will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness; for by strength shall no man prevail. 10  The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the earth; and he shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed.

Do you hear the wonder in her worship?  Can you sense the awe in her as she praises?  It starts in he heart!

4. Remember the difference. God is in heaven and you are on earth
Len Sweet says he looks in the mirror every day and tells his reflection “There is one God, and you are not Him.”   Nothing is more central and crucial to us having wonder and awe before God than to simply remember God is in heaven we are on earth.  

He is creator; we are created.  

He is eternal and infinite; we are mortal and finite.  

He is perfect; we are flawed.  

He is holy; we are carnal.

He is all-powerful; we are weak in so many ways.
He can do all things; Without Him we can do nothing.

He is God; We are not (even close)
The Apostle Paul traced every degeneracy and failure of the human race back to failure in this one area.  

Romans 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator,

We forget the difference every time we question the Creator.

We forget the difference every time we are not thankful. 

We forget the difference every time we serve the creature more than the creator.
· Come clean

· Check your intent at the door.

· Speak slowly from your heart. 

· Remember the difference. 

And your worship will come from a place of wonder and awe and will take on a whole new meaning and dimension.   

The absolute importance and value of my worship was driven home to me again this past week as I was reading the OT…

<TEXT>

That incense had to be finely ground, sprinkled onto the flames, the smoke had to cloud up…   It had to be there…  The presence of God was so awesome, so powerful, that without the incense of worship…the priest would die.  Lets put worship in it’s proper perspective.  It was the only thing standing between that priest and his being annihilated by the Holy presence of God.  

. 

