Why You Should Not Fear

Psalm 49:1  To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah. Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world: 2  Both low and high, rich and poor, together. 3  My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding. 4  I will incline mine ear to a parable: I will open my dark saying upon the harp. 5  Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity of my heels shall compass me about? (NLT) 6  They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches; 7  None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him: 8  (For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever:) 9  That he should still live for ever, and not see corruption. 10  For he seeth that wise men die, likewise the fool and the brutish person perish, and leave their wealth to others. 11  Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all generations; they call their lands after their own names. 12  Nevertheless man being in honour abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish. 13  This their way is their folly: yet their posterity approve their sayings. Selah. 14  Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed on them; and the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; and their beauty shall consume in the grave from their dwelling. 15  But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me. Selah.

The question seems somewhat rhetorical.  If evil is surrounding you, if bad stuff is happening everywhere, if envelopes of anthrax are showing up, buildings caving in, war raging, bombs being dropped, economies collapsing, companies going under, and trouble erupting everywhere it would seem that there is ample reason to be afraid.  Yet the psalmist asks us, “Why should I be afraid, when trouble surrounds me?”  Well, he asks that because he has a singular understanding that I am going to convey to you. (While I see the trouble, I don’t see a reason to fear.)  Let me tell you how to not be afraid.  Let me tell you how to look the very worst in the face and say, “Why should I be afraid?”  
These are strange days we are living in.  A weird surreal quality has attached itself to our lives.  We are trying to go on living as though everything is the same, when nothing it the same.   People are clinging to a semblance of normalcy while inside all of us have this nagging feeling that what we have seen so far is just the beginning of evils.  

There are soldiers with machine guns in the airports.

Mysterious packages are delivering powdered death.

A mad man makes videotaped messages calling for a holy war.
There is a 24-hour a day coverage of every minute aspect of the events.

The economy is in a free fall.  

We now look with suspicion on people that weeks ago were our neighbors.

We now have as allies’ nations that weeks ago were our enemies.
Strange days.  There is a lot of confusion, a lot of talk, a lot of opinions.  I can’t tell you what to think about all of this.  I can’t give you the proper political perspective. I can’t give you the proper prophetic perspective.  I am not even sure I can give you the right ethical perspective.   But I will tell what I can do.  I can give you a right read, and a right way to deal with something that is becoming ever more a part of our days.   That thing is fear and I can give you the right perspective on that feeling that for some of us is no more than an unsettling unease, and for others of us is outright terror.   There may be no clear answers on how to resolve the tumult that we are caught up in as a nation but there is a clear answer to the fear that would eat into our souls.  

The Origin & Objective Of Fear
It is important for me to deal with this subject because I know the source and origin of fear.  I know there is no way we are going to be the Christians we are destined to be as long as fear is part of our lives.  I know the source.  I know what the purpose of fear is.  

To know where fear comes from you only have to know two things: Fear is not of God.  Secondly, it is not from man.  

II Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

· God did not give it to us.

· It is a spirit, therefore not a man made, man induced emotion. 

That only leaves one source or origin for fear.  The first time fear is ever mentioned is after man had interaction with Lucifer, the devil, in the book of Genesis.  Fear is something produced by the actions of Satan in the affairs of men.  Fear is demonic and satanic in it origin.  

I will not take time to read the whole story.  But let me break it down for you.  Satan, in the form of a serpent, deceived Eve.  As a result of that deception Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, thus disobeying God.  Watch what happens as soon as they have interaction with Lucifer. 

Genesis 3:8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 9  And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 10  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 11  And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

Fear came as a result of Lucifer meddling in the affairs of man and God.  Not only do you see the origin of fear in this passage, you also see its objective.  Once Adam becomes afraid he starts to try and clothe himself.  All of the sudden the provision of God is not enough, and the trust between Man and God is shattered.   

The origin of fear is Lucifer.

The objective of fear is to destroy trust in God.

God speaks to the heart of this shattered trust with His question to Adam.  
Who told you that you were naked?

Who told you what I provided was not enough?

Who told you that you could not trust in me?

Who told you that you needed anything I did not give you?

Who told you there would be times when my prov. would not be enough?
Who told you there would be times when my grace would not be enough?

Who told you there would be times when my power would not be enough?
It was fear whispering that to Adam, and it is that same lying despicable voice that is trying to use the events of our times to rob peace from the hearts of Christians today.  I am not going to preach against a religion, or a government, or a people.  But I am going to preach against the demonic fear that is trying to make itself ever present in our lives because I know its satanic origin and I know its hellish objective.  

Responses To Fear
Now we know the fear is here.  What we have to decide is how we are going to deal with it.   There are basically three choices and only one of them is right one. 

1. Ignore It  

· You can act like nothing is going on, nothing has changed.  I suspect that long term this is not going to work because reality is going to come crashing in.  

· In Daniel 5 Belshazzar ignored the warning signs of impending doom and and decided instead to throw a party.  Before that party was over the Persians, under the rule of Darius killed Belshazzar and took his kingdom. 

· The population of the world ignored the warnings of Noah until the flood waters were sweeping them away. 

The problem with sticking your head in the sand and acting like nothing bad is going on is that when reality finally crashes in it is too late for you to get a plan together that will save you.

2. Give In To It
· We can just give into the fear.  We can choose to do whatever it takes to no longer be afraid.  There are a lot of people doing this.  Buying gas mask and Cipro.  Not flying their flag for fear of antagonizing someone. Canceling all travel and altering their whole life.  But see, that is a really bad choice because when we give into fear we loose judgment and rational and wind up doing crazy things.  

· Don’t get close to a drowning person because in their terror they will drown their rescuer.

· Running from the snake in Georgia.  

· In WWII we imprisoned innocent Japanese citizens because we were afraid.

· Lot was so afraid in the burning of Sodom that he could not obey God. (Genesis 19)

· A friend of mine is terrified that someone will mail him anthrax.   The people that have received anthrax are one of the five most powerful politicians in America, one of the three leading news anchors in America, and the largest distributor of print media in America.  Now exactly why are you a priority for the terrorist?

· Many of the major failures of Biblical characters happened because someone gave into fear.

Aaron built a golden calf because he feared the people. 

Abraham lied because he feared the Egyptians.

Saul violated the law because he feared his enemies and feared that Samuel would not show up in time. 

David fled into a pagan kingdom because he feared Saul. (No psalms)

Peter feared the Roman legions and denied Christ.
When you give into fear you lose the capacity to make right decisions.  It will rule you.  

Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey;

3. Fight The Fear
This is the only right option.  You have to fight the fear.  Like any fight you will get hit from time to time.  But you have to keep fighting believing that in the end you will triumph.  I want you to know you have more to fight with than just a positive attitude or wishful thinking.   I am not talking about ignoring reality here.   You have some real weapons in your fight against fear.  

Fight The Fear
Fight The Fear With Love
· I John 4:16  And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 19  We love him, because he first loved us.

· To fight the fear you need to be in a love relationship with God. 

· “Fear hath torment”, if you find yourself agonized and tormented you are not in a love relationship with God. 

· “Perfect Love” The love that will drive that fear from your heart is perfect love.  If you want to see the definition of perfect love look in John 15. John 15:13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down    his life for his friends.  I John 4:10  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  I John 3:16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us:
· You need to go back to Calvary and understand how much God loves you and that perfect love will drive the fear from your heart. 

· This is a call for those who do not know Christ and believers to come into a love relationship with Him.  

Fight The Fear With Faith
Remember the objective of fear is to destroy faith in God.  Nothing challenges fear like professing and placing faith in God.  Start with the basics, put your faith in God to save your soul.  Put your faith in the work of Christ on Calvary to cleanse you of your sins.  Put your faith in the grace of God to forgive you.  Put your faith in the power of the Spirit of God to remake you into the image of Christ.  Then go on to put your faith in God to allow that His will to be done.  Then go on to trust God with all that you have and all that you are.  

You will find your self not terrified, but singing with the Psalmist.

Psalm 32:7  The art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah.

Some of you have no hiding place, no where to go because your faith is not in God. 

You need to have faith in God, not air power, diplomacy, cipro, or the Federal Reserve.   Your salvation is in none of those things.  

Psalm 20:5 We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners: the LORD fulfil all thy petitions. 6  Now know I that the LORD saveth his anointed; he will hear him from his holy heaven with the saving strength of his right hand. 7  Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God. 8  They are brought down and fallen: but we are risen, and stand upright. 9  Save, LORD: let the king hear us when we call.

Fight The Fear With Perspective
This is what I used with my buddy who is afraid of anthrax.  I gave him a little perspective, and the whole thing changed.  This is what the psalmist used in the text I read to you tonight.  He is not afraid because he has the right perspective.  He understood that the worst that could happen to him was that he could die.  But he had the right perspective.  If his enemies died they would rot in their graves and their wealth would in no way help them.  “But” he said “If I die God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me.”  

This is why I preached about heaven two weeks ago.  I don’t want you so distraught over all that is going on down here.  We have to get the right perspective, we don’t belong here anyway.  

Don’t be frightened by what a terrorist has promised to do.  That’s not the right perspective.  Be emboldened by what God has promised. 

  Hebrews 13:5b God hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

6  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

Don’t be frightened by what is coming against you.  That is not the right perspective.  Be strengthened by who is for you.

Psalm 27:1 A Psalm of David. The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  2  When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. 3  Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident. 4  One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple. 5  For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.

6  And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD.

Now do you begin to understand how you can say “Why should I be afraid?”

Among the favorite weapons of fear is “what if”.  And it is always what if the worst happens.  The worst the enemy can do always results in what is best for us.  

But what if he kills us?

I Corinthians 15:53 This corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.54  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

55  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 57  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

But what if they bomb our cities?

We have a city whose builder and maker is God.  A tabernacle in the heavenlies where airplanes and bombs cannot reach.

The martyrs of Rome sang praises in the faces of snarling lions, in the searing heat of torches, and from the writhing agony of crosses.  Because they understood that the enemies worst simply released them into their best. 

Phillipians 1:21 To live is Christ, to die is gain.

II Cor. 5:8 To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.

If fear is part of your life it did not come from God.  You are either not in a love relationship with God, your faith is not in God, or you do not have the right perspective.  If you are afraid, you need to talk to God.  Ask Him to let you feel His love, put your faith in Him, ask Him to adjust your perspective. 

