Why God Cried

John 11: 32  Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 33  When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, 34  And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see. 35  Jesus wept. 36  Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him!

Let me give you a little history.  Some of us may not be real familiar with this Bible story.  Jesus was close friends with two sisters, Mary and Martha, and their brother Lazarus.   He had often enjoyed their hospitality, ate at their table and slept under their roof.   They could rightly consider themselves friends of the Master.  Mary was the little lady that had stunned a house full of people by anointing the Lords feet.  Jesus had declared that as long as time continues her act of sacrifice and worship should be preached.  Verse 5 of this passage says that Christ loved Martha, and her sister and her brother.  When the sisters sent word to Jesus that Lazarus was very ill they referred to Lazarus as “He whom thou lovest”.  Apparently there was a depth and richness to that relationship that the simple phrase was enough for Christ to know who they were talking about.   He loved these people dearly. 

Yet to the unlearned His actions do not speak that fact.  He receives the word of Lazarus’ ilness and begins to behave very strangely. 

· Verse 4: Christ offers no comfort, simply says “God will be glorified as a result of this.”  Big Deal!  But you must understand that God sees past the present pain and sees the realized end of every situation.  That is why He is not quick to freak out and panic over every little storm.  

· He naps in the back of the boat while the disciples are in a blind panic.  He was not worried because He had already said they were going to go to the other side.  Never mind that there is a storm between us and the other side.  

· Speaks through His servant Moses and tells the panicked Israelites, “Calm down, I said I was taking you out and I will!”
· Romans 8:28 says that we are predestinated!  Before-Ended.   The final scene has been written and if you live according to the script the author of our faith (Hebrews 12) has written you will come into that ending, that pre-destination.   And Romans says that in the final scene we are glorified!  

· This is why Christ does not fly into a blind panic at the first word of bad news.

· If you get Christ in you this becomes strength in your life.  Paul on the deck of a sinking ship. 

But you must admit, His behavior, without this understanding, is a bit strange. 

· Verse 6: He stayed where He was for two more days.  Strange behavior indeed for a close friend.  The reason is powerful.   We are going to get a bit deeper into this, but let me tell you this.  You must keep in mind that from the moment the word of Lazarus’ illness arrives Christ begins using the situation to do two things.

1) Teach his disciples.

2) Bring glory to God.  

John 11:14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.

God does not cause every situation of life.  But He will use every situation good and bad to fulfill a two-fold purpose in you.  To teach you, to build your faith, to perfect you, and to bring glory to Himself.  

So, His dear friend becomes ill, the distraught sisters send word, Christ waits until He is sure Lazarus is dead, declares not only His death, but hints to His disciples that something wonderful is going to occur.  Then they set off to where Lazarus is buried.  When they arrive Lazarus is dead and buried.  As Jesus makes His way to the tomb there is a rather harsh confrontation with Mary.  As she pours out her frustration Jesus becomes troubled and as they approach the tomb He begins to weep.  And the people looked at the weeping Christ and said, “Look how He loved him.”  
I submit to you it was not love for Lazarus that made Christ weep.  It was not disappointment over His death.  It was not commiseration with the pain of Mary and Martha.  There is a far over-arching motivation to His trouble and grief.  Let me tell you why God cried.
Look How He Loved Him
The people gathered around them that day saw the tears slide down the face of Christ and made the natural assumption.  

“Look how He loved him.”

They made an erroneous assumption that His grief was for fallen Lazarus.  They assumed He mourned the loss of a friend.  They assumed Christ was overwhelmed with memories of life and laughter with His friend.  Or perhaps they thought His grief was commiseration with Martha and Mary, who were stricken with sadness. 

“Look how He loved him.”

This mistaken assumption happened because of a basic lack of understanding about God in a couple areas.  Indeed, they didn’t realize He was God.  That is a separate sermon.  

· God does not respond to death, disappointment, and loss the way we do.  

· Mary was on her way to grieve at the tomb.

· The little ladys of Mark 16.

· Samuel sits mourning fallen Saul.

· When something dies all we can think to do is mourn its passing, and grieve for what might have been.

· From God’s perspective, all He wants to do is devise a plan to resurrect what died.

· He lost a relationship in the Garden of Eden, and instead of sitting around crying over the lost relationship He immediately enacted a plan to get it back.  
· No matter that it will take two thousand years, no matter that He first has to find a man, and out of that man create a family, and out of that family a nation, and out of that nation a lineage, and finally in the fullness of time out of that lineage a Messiah.  No matter that God would be manifested in flesh, and humility on humility be crucified like a common criminal.   God looks at loss with one singular objective, GET IT BACK!

· While your crying over the loss in your life God is working a plan to recover your loss.  
· He told Joel, don’t worry about all the years that the cankerworm, and the locust, and the palmerworm devour.  Because I have set the events in motion to bring it all back.  
· Job, get up out of your depressed funk, I know you have lost your wealth, your family, your friends, and your health.  But please understand I have a plan to get it all back and more.  
· Children, Marriage, Finances, Opportunities, Spiritual Strength. GOD IS WORKING ON RECOVERING IT ALL!
· David, get up from where you are weeping over the raid on your people, encourage yourself in the Lord, and pursue the enemy because you will recover all!
I Samuel 30:8 And David inquired at the LORD, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? Shall I overtake them? And he answered him, Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them, and without fail recover all. 

· The new heaven and the new earth will be nothing more than a recovery of what God lost in the beginning.  
This was their first erroneous assumption, that God responds to loss in the same way we do.  

· They assumed love moves God to tears.  Not so.  “Look” they said, as tears streamed down the face of the master, “Look how He loved him”. Making the mistaken assumption that love moves God to tears.  
· Love moves God, but not to tears, love moves God to give.

· John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
· Love does not move God to shed tears, it moves Him to shed blood.   He is not reactionary, He is proactive.  He is not wanting to mourn, He is wanting to ressurect, whatever the price may be.
· Romans 5: 8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
The Two Days
Because people do not understand God, and His purpose.  They mistakenly assume that because God loves us He will come roaring to the rescue every time.  That is why it is important for us to know how God sees things.  What we see as the end He sees as the beginning.  Those two days, the two days He waited.  They trouble a lot of people.  

This is the period of time between the lay-off and the new job.
This is the spiritual drought when we live by what we know not what we feel because we don’t feel anything. 

This is that silent time between the last prayer prayed and the answer coming.  Those times you quit praying because you don’t know what to say anymore. 

This is when the stress seems highest, the last vestiges of hope are slipping through your fingers.  If God is going to show up He needs to show up now while He has something left to work with. 

This is the time of clinging to your faith because you simply have nothing left to cling to.
These two days trouble a lot of people.  They troubled Mary.  With bitterness, with a hint of accusation she says, “If you had only been here”.  She vented her pain and frustration and disappointment on Him.  But this is another misunderstanding.  And I believe the Lord will have me clear it up for you.  Sometimes He will let things dies.  Sometimes He will let things get as bad as they can get before He shows up.   There is a reason for this.  He alluded to it when speaking to His disciples. He had told them at the first word that this was “for the glory of God.”

There is a reason God likes to wait until we run out of options.

The woman with the issue of blood has seen every doctor, and spent all her money.

The three Hebrew children actually get cast into the furnace.

Daniel Gets thrown into the lions den.

Pauls ship splinters beneath his feet.

The serpent attaches itself to his arm, injecting it’s venom into his veins.

The Egyptian army is breathing down the neck of God’s chosen people.

Joseph is toiling forgotten in the darkest of prison cells.  

The marriage has come apart.

We lose our job and go bankrupt.

The doctors shake their heads and send you home to die.

Every one around you writes you off as a waste and a loser.  

See, if God waits until then to show up nobody else can take the credit.  He said Himself that He is jealous.  His first commandment was to insure worship does not go anywhere but to Him.   When He shows up and resurrects your dead dreams and hopes you will not be thanking the doctors, you will not be giving gifts to your best friend, you will not be framing the Wall Street Journal to hang in your living room.  All your praises will be to the only one who could deliver you at that moment. 

Why God Cried
· It was not His love for Lazarus that moved Christ to tears.  It was not commiseration with the pain of Mary and Martha.  He was not shocked at the death of Lazarus. (Nothing catches Him off guard) He had already told His disciples that His friend was dead.  The death had nothing to do with it.  There was already a plan to ressurect, and a motive for receiving glory.  The text tells you the precise moment His spirit became troubled.   When Mary, who had offered the most sublime of praise, illustrated her singular ignorance of who Christ was, and how He worked.  When she attacked Him because He did not perform like she thought He should. I am sure He was frustrated with her lack of understanding, He expressed some of those same frustrations to His disciples, but what really hurt was when she turned on Him.  She didn’t understand that;     (How can you call Him your friend and not know…)

· There was a resurrection plan.

· That God receiving glory is a pre-eminent mandate of the universe, so much so that if we fail to give Him glory nature will violate the laws of physics to do so.  

· That because He knows all things God is not subject to panic, and you cannot fault Him because He does not act like us.

· Our grief is natural, bitterness is not, fear should not be, doubt is poison.
