When Prometheus Died: Part IV

Numbered Days

For several weeks we have been in an in depth study that began in the 90th Psalm. 

· The 90th psalm is a psalm of Moses that juxtaposes the infinite nature of God against the finite nature of man.  In it we see the stark contrast of the two.  The psalmist teaches that the path to wisdom is for us to learn to number our days, to be aware of our own mortality.  Without this ability to number our days we are in danger of blurring the line between man and God. 

· The Prometheun myth tells how a god from Greek mythology took away mans awareness of his own mortality and gave him fire from the gods, technology.  With out a sense of his own mortality and with ever increasing technological ability man began to see himself as almost God and god as something less than awesome and awe inspiring.  When this happens three things will follow:

1.  God gets redefined*
2.  True worship is lost

     3.  Man does wrong things  

 - *We come to think of God in terms that we are comfortable with, we 

   come to believe God is as we imagine Him to be instead of as He

   really is. 

· God gets redefined into what we called Designer Deities.  Which is a concept of God that is something we are comfortable with as opposed to the true God. Paul warned about men doing this in Romans 1 ”changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man”  and we have “changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator.”   We have changed the glory of God into something more like ourselves.  We humanize God. We learned how to know if the God you worship is a designer deity.

· Last week we discovered how that when man is no longer cognizant of his own mortality, no longer in awe of God his worship is corrupted.  We studied the words of Christ. John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. We learned that true worship only comes from a true or right concept of God. Problem #1 We don’t really know what God can do. Problem #2 We don’t really know who He is.  Problem #3 We don’t understand where God can operate. 

· I am not going to spend any time now on the men doing wrong things. It would run the series long and there is a ton of material in that vein alone that needs to be explored. 

Psalm 39: 4 "LORD, remind me how brief my time on earth will be. Remind me that my days are numbered, and that my life is fleeing away. 5 My life is no longer than the width of my hand. An entire lifetime is just a moment to you; human existence is but a breath."  6 We are merely moving shadows, and all our busy rushing ends in nothing. We heap up wealth for someone else to spend.  7 And so, Lord, where do I put my hope? My only hope is in you.

We come full circle back to the original concept.  We launched from the 90th Psalm and in this the 39th Psalm we find David echoing a similar prayer.  Ardently desiring to be ever mindful of his limited nature. And we see reflected in this psalm a truth that we explored at great length through the Word of God.  We see it in the 7th verse.  The psalmist realizes he cannot put his hope in himself, his own ability, his own strength, because his days are numbered, his life is a vapor.  *The recognition of his own limitation reveals the glory and power of God. 

Psalm 39:7 And so, Lord, where do I put my hope? My only hope is in you.

If my days are numbered it only makes sense that I put my hope in the eternal one.  

Where else would I find permanence for fleeting dreams but with the Everlasting Father. (Isaiah 9:6)
The only place my quickly dissipating vapor of a life can find meaning is in the purpose of the Ancient of Days.  (Daniel 7:9)

My moment of a life can only find significance in the eternal plans of He who is God From Everlasting To Everlasting.  (Psalm 90:2)
We who understand that we possess nothing more than a handful of numbered days need to make some decisions about what to do with them.  The Psalmist contends, and I agree, that the only legitimate hope for those days to count for anything is in God.  You cannot come to this understanding without the right concept of God.  You can only invest your small number of days in God’s purpose when you see God as much bigger than you. 

In A Numbered Day Life
We do not have days without end in which to live our lives.  The Bible writers almost wore the metaphor machine completely out trying to express how limited our lives really are.   

When Pharaoh asked Jacob how old he was he responded that “The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life been.”  Even at 130 years Jacob felt his life to be a short journey.  We live numbered day lives.   We are possessors of numbered days lives.  

Psalm 39:4b My life is fleeing away. 5 My life is no longer than the width of my hand. An entire lifetime is just a moment to you; human existence is but a breath."  6 We are merely moving shadows, and all our busy rushing ends in nothing.

I Peter 1:24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:
Be wise and understand that you possess nothing more than a small number of days.  If you had a dollar for every day you will live you could barely buy a decent car.  You possess a numbered day life.  It is not infinite.  The number of days is not without end.  Your days are not so many that they are innumerable.   Understand that the days of your life can be numbered and make your decisions of what you will do with each of those days in light of that knowledge. 

In a numbered day life every day counts.

If my terrestrial life were infinite what I do with today would not matter, because there would be countless days to do whatever I wish.  That is not the case.  The metronome that is marking the passing of my days is relentless it never stops, its rhythm never slows, it never fails to tick off one more of my numbered days.  With that realization has to come an increasing urgency to how I live my life.  Every day counts.  

James 4:13 Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 17 Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do (he ought to be doing) and doesn't do it, sins.

Anyone who is putting off until tomorrow the good they should be doing today is sinning.  To many people are always “fixin to get ready.”   They are never ready, they never actually do anything, the never actually try anything they are just always “fixin to get ready.”  They don’t understand they are living a numbered day life.  (Israel set the battle in array then ran and hid behind a rock.) (RIFF)

In a numbered day life there are not enough days.

There are not enough days to waste one mourning your past. 

There are not enough days to spend one being bitter. 

There are not enough days to spend time in self-pity. 

There are not enough days to be everything, get some focus in your life. 

There are not enough days to use them on things you cannot change. 

There are not enough days to get mired in insignificance. 

There are not enough days to allow one to be stolen from you. 

John 9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.

Jesus understood you have to do what you were meant to do, while you can, because your window of opportunity is not infinite.  You better hit the ground running.  

Matthew 10:14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.
Don’t waste time on situations that you cannot change, which will not receive you, because in a numbered day life there are just not enough days for those kinds of situations.  You don’t have an infinite number of days, be careful what you do with them.  

Luke 10:59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. 61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. 62  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

There are not enough days to spend some mourning what was and might have been.  There are not enough days to spend time repeatedly revisiting what you left behind.  Not in a numbered day life. 

In a numbered day life God’s purpose permeates everything.

When I live with an awareness of the finite nature of my life I also live with an awareness and appreciation of the infinite nature of God.  My own limited world causes me to be in awe of Him and His Kingdom.  So many live unto themselves is because they do not know to number their days.  They have a little concept of god that is not really any bigger than their own imagination.  So they live for their own doomed dreams. 

Psalm 145:13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.

Isaiah 9:7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever.

You want to get tuned into God, you want His purpose to fill your life, get a good grasp on what a small handful of days you have and you will find His purpose filtering in and overlaying everything.   You will never see it as long in your own mind there is not that big of a difference between you and God.  But when you are aware you live a numbered day life His purpose looms so large it cannot be ignored. 

At the tender age of 12 Jesus slipped into the temple without telling His parents where He was.  They found Him there expounding truth. 

Luke 2:48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?

The Challenge…
The challenge for those of us who are aware that we live numbered day lives is to take those few days we have, it is just a vapor, and somehow find a way to make those days count, to make them significant.  

Trying to clutch and grasp these days is futile.  

Matthew 16:25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it:

To become deluded in my thinking believing that because I am intelligent, well versed in technology, and affluent that somehow that is going to give me limitless days, or fill the days I have with meaning and fulfillment is the height of folly.  

Scrambling to fill my days with stuff will not stretch them out any longer nor make them more significant.  

Psalm 39:6  We heap up wealth for someone else to spend.
The challenge is to find a way to take these few days and make them really count.  To that end the Psalmist gives us perfect insight. 

Psalm 39:7 And so, Lord, where do I put my hope? My only hope is in you.
My only hope for these days that are mine to be meaningful and purposeful is found in God.  All the way back now to where I started a month ago.  He is eternal, He is forever, He is infinite, His Kingdom is eternal.  I am none of those things.  What hope do I have for significance and meaning?  My hope is in God.  My hope is that He will take the offering of my number of days and superimpose upon them His eternal purpose, use them to further His everlasting kingdom.  That is our hope.  That is where these few days find value and worth.  The only way my number of days will have value is if I allow Him to stamp them with His purpose.  

I know it sounds counterproductive.  You just have a few days and you are supposed to give them to God?  Remember…

Mark 8:35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.

Fill your finite days with infinite purpose.
Give your limited days to the Everlasting Kingdom. 

With your short life serve the Eternal God.
Galations 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 

My life has been overlaid with the eternal presence and that is what will make my days of value.  

IF/THEN

If you allow God to overlay your small number of days with His eternal purpose….

John 10:10 I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Mark 10: 28  Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. 29  And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's,

30  But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.

If you allow God to have your few days…  If you give them to His purpose…  If you dump that little god that never asks anything of you and allow your life to be consumed by the living God… 

Then you will have days without end.   Time without limits.  Abundant Life.  Eternal Life.  Everlasting Life.  If you will have days that cannot be numbered.  

