When Prometheus Died: Part III 

The God You Worship

· The 90th psalm is a psalm of Moses that juxtaposes the infinite nature of God against the finite nature of man.  We are meant to see the stark contrast of the two.  The psalmist comes to the conclusion that the best way to keep this difference ever in mind is for us to learn to number our days, to be aware of our own mortality.  

· The Prometheun myth tells how a god from Greek mythology took away mans awareness of his own mortality and gave him fire from the gods, technology.  The myth of Prometheus was an attempt to explain how the line between God and man can become blurred.  With out a sense of his own mortality and with ever increasing technological ability man began to see himself as almost God and god as something less than awesome and awe inspiring.  The difference between God and man was diminished in mans mind.  This psalm is a warning much like the prometheun myth. When (this) happens three things always follow:
1.  God gets redefined*
2.  True worship is lost

     3.  Man does wrong things  

 - *We come to think of God in terms that we are comfortable with, we 

   come to believe God is as we imagine Him to be instead of as He

   really is. 

We can escape these three mistakes if we simply learn to number our days.  If we live with an awareness of our own mortality.   This will give us a heart of wisdom. We have explored that process in great detail.

· Last week we talked about Designer Deities, how we redefine God into something we are comfortable with, and we wind up in a relationship with a designer deity instead of the real living God.  We learned how as a culture we have, in the words of Paul from Romans 1 ”changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man”  and we have “changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator.”   We have changed the glory of God into something more like ourselves.  We humanize God. 

· We learned how to know if the God you worship is a designer deity.

1. You can fully explain your god.  

2. Your god never makes demands of you.

3. He is willing to share space in your life. 

In this sermon we are going to delve into the inevitable result of not numbering your days and consequently winding up with a designer deity instead of the true God.  True worship will be lost. 

John 4: 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

One thing we have slowly come to understand in recent weeks is that true worship only comes from a true or right concept of God.   Last week we started to see that our worship is directly tied to our concept of God.  If our concept of God is wrong, if we are worshipping some concept of God that is the product of our own mind and emotions not only will we be worshipping the wrong god, we will be worshipping wrong.  

The reason that so much worship;

Lacks passion
Is boring

Is routine and programmed
Occupies such a small part of a persons’ life

Is forced and stilted
Is because worship matches an individuals concept of God.    

Anytime your concept of God is messed up your worship will get messed up.  If you don’t know how to number your days…  If you don’t recognize your limitations and consequently God’s greatness… If you don’t recognize God’s greatness and as a result of that recognition see your own smallness, your concept of God will be all messed up.  And your worship will be all messed up.  Anytime your concept of God is wrong your worship will be wrong.  Anytime you have the creature on par with the Creator and you are divvying up worship between them it is going to be less than what it should be. 

Cain got into trouble with God because of an unacceptable sacrifice.  Without a right concept of God he could not please God.  (Genesis 4)
Uzziah brought a censor into the temple to offer up worship but because he did not understand the holy nature of God, because he was too full of pride, because his understanding about God and himself were messed up he wound up being stricken with leprosy. Because he was clueless about God He offered unacceptable worship. (II Chronicles 26)

Saul lost his kingdom and ultimately brought a curse on himself and his house because he thought he knew what God wanted.  He offered a sacrifice when what God was looking for was obedience.  A right concept of God he would have saved him. (I Samuel 15)
Nadab and Abihu offended God with their worship and were killed because they violated his holiness. (Leviticus 10)

Paul told the Athenians they were worshipping a God they didn’t even know just to hedge their bets.  Their worship was meaningless.
Your worship is directly tied to your concept of God.  For your worship to be meaningful, for your worship to have value, for your worship to be received by God, for your worship to lead to intimacy between you and God you must have a right concept of God. 

John 4: 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
Your worship will always match your concept of God.  I know how people think about God based on how they worship Him.  

David saw God as precious beyond words so he said in 1st Chronicles 21 that he would only make an offering to God when it cost him personally.
David saw God as the source of all life, energy, and strength.  He saw God as over-the-top, bigger than you can imagine, infinite, and omnipotent.  Since that was his concept of God his worship was commensurate and he said “I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.”  Psalm 34:1

David knew his God was infinite and without limits or limitations.  So is it any wonder he said “I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever. 2  Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever. 3  Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.”  Psalm 145:1-3
Your worship is a result of your concept of God.  As long as you are almost God in your own mind, as long as you have some puny little designer deity your worship will be shallow, weak, pitiful, and wrong.  But when you start getting a right concept of God all of the sudden there will be power in your praise.  Worship will cease to be duty and become privilege. 

Who, What, Where
Jesus is the one who set the bar for true worship.  Spirit and truth.  When he established that benchmark it was part of a conversation He was having with a woman at Jacob’s Well.  A conversation very much about worship.  His conversation rings true for many today.  Allow me to go through the highlights with you. 

John 4: 6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour. 7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 8  (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.)

9  Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.

If thou knewest the gift of God: Problem #1 with your worship.  You don’t really know what God can do.  If you ever had an inkling of what God is really able and willing to do you would offer up something more than that half-hearted, passionless, worship.  If for 15 seconds our collective consciousness was opened to the possibility that is in God it would launch a worship service that we could not shut down.   Our vocal chords would be exhausted long before our desire to worship God.  If you ever get a right concept about what God can do, what He is willing to do, what He wants to do in you, for you, through you, your worship will become something more than religious exercise.

If thou knewest who it is that saith to thee…: Problem #2 with your worship.  You don’t really know who He is.  

Some of us only know Him as our judge when He is really our Saviour.
Some of us only know Him as Healer when He is also Provider.

Some of us only see Him as Holy, untouchable, when He is also our High Priest who can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. 

Some just see God as their little buddy when He is the King of Kings. 

Some see God as the conquering lion and totally miss the loving lamb. 

Some know Him as the consuming fire but do not know Him as the ocean of grace.

Some worship the long-suffering, meek, gentle Savior and never understand He is the same one that cleaned His temple out with a whip. 

We tend to worship the god of our understanding and experience.  But that god will always be a god of our own making.  The true God is so much bigger than anything you could experience in a lifetime.  We need to get back to worshipping a God of biblical proportions.  A god who is high and lifted up, whose train fills the temple.  Who causes the earth to shake with His very presence.  

As long as all you worship is the God you think you know your worship will lack awe, it will be something less than reverent.  Our worship must always contain an element of I wonder what I will discover in and about Him today. 

(Take shot at denominations.  Pentecost swept the country because people were tired of knowing what to expect.)  

John 4:11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water? 12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?

From whence (where) then hast thou that living water?  Problem #3 with your worship.  (All of this borne out of our inability to number our days.  Our unwillingness to recognize our own human limitations and God’s limitless greatness)  You don’t understand where God can operate. 

This woman limited her concept of his ability to work strictly to the physical realm.  Our father Jacob gave us this well.  Can you possible top that?  Her concept of God was limited to operating in that realm.  That was the best she could think of.  Wow, a well, what could be better than that?  Many today are no better, their faith in God is limited to one realm.  Most of the time, just material stuff.  That is so shallow and immature.  

The same God that can heal a body can heal emotions and a mind. 

The same God that can provide food can provide peace. 

The same God that can save you can keep you.
The same God that brought you out of Egypt can get you into the Promised Land.

The same God that helped with your rent can give revival to your church.
Your concept of God, that little designer deity you worship is limiting where God can work in your life and in your world.  You need to dump that impotent little idea of God and get back in touch with the God of the Bible.  

Ephesians 4:6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

Your little conceptualized god, the god of your understanding and experience can operate in one or two dimensions of your life.  But the true God can operate in dimensions you cannot imagine.  He can move back in time to make you innocent of sins committed.  He can move forward to prepare a future and place for you.  He can be wings under you and shelter above you.  

Psalm 139:2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.  3 Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether. 5  Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it. 7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?

8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 10  Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. 11 If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. 12 Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.

I suspicion your little designer deity that you have concocted cant do that.  

Give God the courtesy of not pretending you have Him all figured out.  Don’t think you know what He is thinking or what He will do.  It is insulting. 

God can never love me.
God cannot forgive me.

God will not use me.
God will not bless me.

God is done with me.
Maybe your puny little concept of God will allow you to make those decisions for him.  But not the true God.  

Romans 11:34  "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?"  

Don’t be trying to decide where God can operate.  Dump that loser concept of God and get back to the God of biblical proportions. 

Jesus summed the whole thing up very nicely…

John 4:22  Ye worship ye know not what:

We handle so lightly and so cavalierly what should be so full of wonder, mystery, and awe.  

Because we don’t see Him in all His glory and majesty. 

Because we don’t see ourselves always as finite and limited.

Because we believe that God is as we imagine Him to be.

Because we are more familiar with the God of our understanding than the God of biblical proportions.

True worship is on the endangered species list…

