When Prometheus Died: Part II 

Designer Deities

· The 90th psalm is a psalm of Moses that juxtaposes the infinite nature of God against the finite nature of man.  We are meant to see the stark contrast of the two.  The psalmist comes to the conclusion that the best way to keep this difference ever in mind is for us to learn to number our days, to be aware of our own mortality.  

· The Prometheun myth tells how a god from Greek mythology took away mans awareness of his own mortality and gave him fire from the gods, technology.  The myth of Prometheus was an attempt to explain how the line between God and man can become blurred.  With out a sense of his own mortality and with ever increasing technological ability man began to see himself as almost God and god as something less than awesome and awe inspiring.  The difference between God and man was diminished in mans mind.  This psalm is a warning much like the prometheun myth. When this happens three things always follow:
1.  Man does wrong things.
· Man moves into areas that are the sole domain of Almighty God. 

· When man starts to equate himself to God there is no compunction to live by the Law of God. 

2.  True worship is lost

     3. God gets redefined.  

 - We come to think of God in terms that we are comfortable with, we 

   come to believe God is as we imagine Him to be instead of as He

   really is. 

        We can escape these three mistakes if we simply learn to number our 

        days.  If we live with an awareness of our own mortality.   The psalm 

        says that this will give us a heart of wisdom.  Our culture is in a mad 

        quest for ever increasing knowledge, we know facts.  When what we 

        need is wisdom, how to apply all of that knowledge.  We get that 

        wisdom when we are aware of how small we are and how great He is.  

        Two verses teach us how to become wise.  Learn to number our

        days, fear, reverential awe of God.  The coupling of these two will 

        combine to make us wise. 

I want to explore further some of the concepts we got into in the first sermon.  In particular I want to talk about that third thing that will happen when we lose that awe of God and become overly impressed with ourselves, we redefine God. 

Romans 1:22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man: man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

Designer Deities
We live in an age of unprecedented spiritual interest.  Books of a spiritual nature have dominated the best seller lists in recent years.   There is increasing openness to the supernatural.  However all of this interest has not resulted in a lot of worship for the living God, or in many people coming into a relationship with God.  

In his book After Heaven Robert Wuthnow gives his assessment of American spiritual development since 1950. His conclusion is that America has spirituality void of truth or authority, but filled with belief in the supernatural, a trend born of the modern fears of religion.

Paul warned Timothy about just such an age.  

II Timothy 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: 7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

We are intrigued by the supernatural but not impassioned for truth.
We are more spiritual than Spirit-filled or Spirit-Led.

We confuse sensation with Spirit.
We are curious about God but not convicted by truth.

We are impressed by mysticism but are not passionate for God.
We desire spirituality but reject a God that is above all.

We want contact with a spirit being but don’t necessarily want one that claims to be King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  

We will dabble in the spiritual as long as that dabbling makes no demand as to how we satisfy our flesh, use are time, or impacts our value system.  

Our desire for spirituality coupled with our disdain for or fear of ultimate truth has had a catastrophic effect. 

As a culture we have ” changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man”  and we have “changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator.”

We have changed the glory of God into something more like ourselves.  We have humanized God.  In our arrogance the idea of a supreme deity offends us because it causes us to number our days and admit our own limitations.  So we decided to worship the creature more than the creator.  We have redefined a god we are more comfortable with.   He is pared down, reduced to palatable proportions, more manageable, he makes much more sense.  He satisfies our desire for spirituality without demanding morality. 
Most Christians think this just applies to the culture but I tell you that whether we've dabbled just enough in spiritual things to be dangerous, or if we've studied ourselves into tightly packaged theological systems, the fact is most of us carry with us the unchecked assumption that God as we conceive him, is God as he really is.  The fallacy in that is that God is so much bigger than our capacity to imagine Him.   He so exceeds our ability to fathom Him that our best efforts our inadequate.  

Ephesians 3:20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 21 Unto him be glory

You can give glory to some puny little ineffective god if you want…
You can give glory to a god that does just what you say if you wish…

You can glorify a human constructed god that meets regulations…
You can give glory to god that you built according to the culture code…

You can glorify some emasculated entity that is nothing more than a spiritual placebo if that is what floats your boat…
I prefer a God that can do blow my expectations out of the water. 

A God that can expand my dreams a thousandfold.  

A God that can astound me again and again with His magnificence.  

Give me a God that can take my most outrageous imaginings and exceed them in ways I never dreamed.  

Give me a God that can not only miraculously provide me with a lunch but also send me home with twelve baskets of leftovers. 
1. Why Design A Deity
2. To Have It Their Way

“Have it your way” is more than an old Burger King slogan. Most Americans believe it's a constitutionally endowed right.

Thomas Jefferson said, "I am a sect myself."
Thomas Payne said, "My mind is my church."
Robert Bella recorded those two quotes in a book several years ago entitled Habits of the Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American Life. Bella goes on to quote how this pattern hasn't been confined to the culturally elite among our founding fathers, and it spread to significant sections of educated middle class, even in our day.

Bella talks of a lady named Sheila Larson, a young nurse who describes her faith as “Sheilaism”. She says “I believe in God. I’m not a religious fanatic, though. I can’t remember the last time I went to church, but it's just my faith that has carried me along. It's Sheiliasm, just my own little voice.”

Why is this so problematic? It's because individualistic spirituality leads to an individualistic god and that means we're back to a god of our making: modifiable, manageable, manipulatable.   We develop a god that perfectly conforms to our needs instead of worshipping a King who demands service of us. We want a god that will cater to our desires, but what if we need things we don’t desire?

3. Discomfort With What We Do Not Understand

Maybe it is because we feel challenged, maybe it is simply fear of the unknown, but we have an overwhelming need to be able to explain everything.  Perfect strangers have walked up to me and tried to explain why my daughter is the way she is.   Most people will not look you in the eye and respond to any question with the words, “I don’t know.”  We are troubled by what we don’t understand and if we cannot come up with a plausible explanation we will either make stuff up, (evolution) and try to pass it off as hard facts or we will redefine what we don’t understand into something more understandable.  This is what a lot of people do with a God they cannot begin to fathom.  

In Exodus 32 Moses was receiving the law from God and there was thunder and fire on top of that mountain.  The people said, “We are frightened of that, we are terrified of it.”  (Hebrews) 

Exodus 32:1 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, "Come, make us gods who will go before us. 

Since they could not possibly comprehend the glory that was being manifest on that mountain they changed the glory of God to that of a four footed beast.  Something they could understand, touch, and when they got tired of that god they could throw a tarp over him for awhile.  When they got their new god the first thing they did was have a feast and an orgy.  Nobody ever designs a god that requires they be more righteous, compassionate, generous, merciful, or disciplined.  

You Might Be Worshipping A Designer Deity If…
1. You can fully explain your god.  

If there is not mystery there, if there is not a sense of wonder and awe when you approach Him you are not worshipping the true living God, you got your self a designer deity. 

Isaiah 55:8  "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD.  9  "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Do not, as a Christian, fall into the trap of a godless culture that demands you explain every little facet of God to them.  That is part of the reason I worship Him, because I don’t understand Him.  If I can understand it with my puny little mind it probably does not merit worship.  I don’t need to understand as much as I need to acknowledge that He is Lord of my Life.  

Familiarity breeds contempt.  Some of you are so familiar with your concept of God, (We used to say to familiar with God, but that is not possible) that you are no longer in awe of Him.  You need to read about Nadab and Abihu, priests of the Lord in Leviticus 10, who thought they had God figured out until they offended Him with their offering and the fire of the Lord consumed them.  Some people are so sure they have God all figured out and are not even aware that their worship is an offense to Him.  (That little conception you are so comfortable with is the same reason you don’t mind running other people of faith down.)

4. Your god never makes demands of you.

Self designed deities never demand change in your life, they accept you just they way you are.  They never require that you take uncomfortable positions on the issues of the day.  They never require higher levels of ethics and morality from you.  They never push you to do anything they are simply there to meet your need for some semblance of a spiritual life.  If that is the kind of god you enjoy worshipping you might want to stay away from the true God.  He is more than demanding, He can be downright pushy about it, because after all He is the Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer of all things.  

I Chronicles 16:29 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come before him: worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

This is a commandment from a God who obviously feels you owe Him glory.  You have not blessed the Lord, you have just given Him His due.  

One guy told God, “I have kept every commandment since I was a kid” and the God that demands said;

Mark 10:21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.

Luke 9:23 And Jesus said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

3. He is willing to share space in your life. 

Apparently some of your gods are satisfied if the extent of your service is to come to their house twice a week.  You don’t do anything else to serve your god, you do not try to win anybody to them, you don’t study your god’s word during the week, you feel no need to talk with your god on a daily basis.  Your life is crowded and full and you slot your god in a miniscule little space in your life.  Your god does not get in your relationships, he does not affect your finances, he has no bearing on your values, you don’t think about him in relation as to how you treat others.  He simply shares space in your life with your career, your friends, your aspirations, and time with him is always the first thing to be rescheduled.  

The first thing God demanded of His people was this;

Exodus 20:3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

He will not share space, He will not be second, He will not co-exist with any other god in your life.  You know you are in a relationship with the true and living God when you notice He has permeated every area of your life.  You cannot make a decision about anything without it being filtered through and past Him. 

What Kind Of God?
I have two question with which I wish to close.

What kind of God do you want in your life?

You would not be in this place if there was not some interest in have God in your life on some level.  The question is what kind of God do you want in your life?  Some little deity that you conceived of, some god that you have changed into an image made like to corruptible man?   Do you really want a god that is no bigger than your imagination, no bigger than your ideas, no bigger than you?  How can that god help you?   How can a god designed by you and for you ever expand you?

What kind of god are you worshipping?

Some of you are worshipping a concept of God that is not right.  The best way to spot a fake is not an exhaustive study of fakes, it is intimate knowledge of the original. What you need is to immerse yourself in the presence of God.  You need to cram your head and heart with His word, you need to fill your time with His presence, you need to get so saturated with the reality of God that you know in an instant when some little fake tries to worm into your life.  

The proof of the false nature of Baal was not revealed with his inability to answer the prayers offered to him on Mt. Carmel.  Even after a day of silence there were still true believers.  Their eyes were opened however when fire started to pour from heaven from the true and living God and consume the sacrifice that was there.   What would reveal the false nature of your concept of God faster than a year of preaching would be an outpouring of the dynamic, fiery, holy presence of the living God.  
