When Liberty Is Law
James 2: 8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. 10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.
There is an interesting phrase at the end of this passage.  The law of liberty.  

That very combination of words seems strange.  Because, for the most part we do not think of law and liberty in the same context.  

Law speaks to us of constraint.  When phrases like the rule of law and law enforcement are used we think of things we are constrained from doing.   We think of the prohibition of lawlessness.  Law and liberty can seem to be at odds, because law stands in the way of us completely exercising our liberty.  In some regards law is the restraint of liberty.  Liberty is the abrogation, the getting rid of law.  In absolute terms each implies the absence of the other. 

Liberty is the genuine complete ability of a person to manifest their nature, to do and be unrestrainedly what they most truly are.  When a mans nature has the power to express itself completely he is never a slave.  When a mans nature is restrained from free expression he is not at liberty. 
If we live under the absolute rule of law there is no liberty.  (Think of totalitarian states)  If we live in absolute liberty (anarchy) there is no law.  Law stands in opposition to liberty.

It may be in the nature and heart of the violent to commit murder.  Law stands and says I am not going to let you do that. 

It may be in the nature and heart of the perverse to rape. Law stands against the freedom of his nature and says I am not going to allow that. 

It may be in the nature and heart of a thief to steal.  Law cramps his freedom. 
When law becomes despotic it constrains not only the bad, but the good as well.  (Islam)  It denies the freedoms and liberties that cause the greatest nobility in men.  

Absolute law stands ready to constrain absolute liberty.  Law between man and man in its legitimate and its illegitimate aspects is the law of constraint.  The challenge of society is to find the right balance of liberty and law.  To constrain what should be constrained, and allow what should be allowed.   But the passage I read to you is not about societal governance, it is about the governance of a soul and a life.   It is about spiritual laws. 

But in the spiritual as well there are laws of constraint.  

James 2: 8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 9 But if ye have respect to persons, (discriminate)  ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. 10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.
If you love your neighbor loving your neighbor does not offset discrimination towards other people.   If you don’t commit adultery that does not balance out the murder you commit.  In other words, you cannot feel free to do what you wish, and restrain yourself from what you don’t want to do, and claim to be living according to the law.  

I cannot claim to be disciplined regarding my diet just because I constrain myself from eating oysters.  I don’t like them.  But I will kill a gallon of Blue Bell.   The whole point of this passage is if you are going to live under the law of constraint, you have to allow yourself to be totally constrained.  

The reason you have broken the WHOLE law is because you have proven you have are willing to break a law.   It is not so much that you broke A law as it is that you are a law-breaker.  The rule of law is not supreme for you.   You cannot pick and choose which parts of the law you want to live by.  And the law of constraint stands in opposition to liberty.  
Christ is about you being free.   

John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.
Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach deliverance to the captives, to set at liberty them that are bruised,
Christ is about you being free.   But not lawless.   

12 So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.
Here is the whole point of this passage.   You should not speak and do as though you were under the law of constraint.   You should not live thinking, I would do ABC but the law of morality, the law of religion, prohibits me.   

There are people, the only reason they do not break down your door and steal your stuff is they fear the law of constraint.  
There are people that the only reason they do not rape and murder is because they do not want to go to prison.

There are a lot of Christians that the only reason they do not indulge their flesh is because they do not want to go to hell.    

You should not live your spiritual life that way.  RATHER, you should live in such a way that 
