When Christ Is King

Colossians 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; 12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14  In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 15  Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16  For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17  And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. (He might be first) 
Let me give you verse 17 in the NIV: He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

There is a principal contained in the archaic language of this text that can take your life to the ultimate success God has destined for it.  There is wisdom that can be mined from this passage that once obtained and embraced will irrevocably alter the course of your life.

Paul’s writing has a distinctive flow that you see exemplified in this passage.  He builds to a crescendo.  You can think of his writing as a snowball rolling downhill that gets bigger as it accumulates more snow.  It gets heavier, weightier, and bigger the longer it rolls.  Or as a fireworks display that just keeps escalating higher and higher and ever more colorful and flamboyant.  If the writer and the reader are not careful the main point that the writer is trying to make can become obscured among the prose, ancillary insights, and sheer amount of concepts alluded to.  So Paul will typically reinforce what He really wants the reader to know.  There is absolutely a wealth of insight in this passage.  Starting with verse 10 it just grows and grows and there are hints and allusions to great theological and kingdom understandings until the passage seems more poetry than bottom line instruction.  For six verses his knowledge and passion heat up from a simmer until it boils over.  The he pauses in verse 17 to make sure we understand the main point he is trying to make. 

Colossians 1:17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

It could be easy to dismiss this verse as religious hyperbole and hopeful thinking.  Because while we may not grasp every nuance of this passage we know one thing for sure. We know everything doesn’t hold together.  

Finances fall apart. 

People fall apart mentally.

People fall apart emotionally. 

Ministries fall apart.

Families fall apart. 

Businesses disintegrate. 

Dreams and plans fall apart.
But before you discount this verse understand.  Bracketing this statement about Christ holding all things together is a piece of knowledge the Apostle pounds away at.  Look at the reoccurring theme before and after this statement. 

Vs. 15 the firstborn of every creature: 

Vs. 16 For by him were all things created, 

Vs. 16 All things were created by him, and for him: 

Vs. 16 He is before all things. 

Vs. 16 And he is the head of the body
Vs. 18 The firstborn from the dead; 

Vs. 18 that in all things he might have the preeminence. (He might be

       first)

Notice what the Apostle is driving home.  Christ is first. Christ is first. Christ is first. Christ is first. Christ is first.  (five times)  He Hold All Things Together. Christ is first. Christ is first.

We snag one verse…He is supposed to hold all things together and miss the conditional clause, for Him to hold it all together He has to be first.  There is an incredible promise here, but it has a condition attached to it.  

· Verse 17 By Him all things consist, in Him all things hold together. 

· Verse 18 In all things He should have the preeminence. He should be first.  He should be king. 

The promise is that Christ will hold things together. 

The condition is He has to be first in the thing you want held together. 

When Christ is King He holds things together. 

If there is an area where things are falling apart it is an area where Christ is not king, where he is not first.  If he has the preeminence, He will hold it together. 

There is an incident in scripture that perfectly frames what I am telling you.  In Acts 5 the Hebrew senate and ruling government in Jerusalem were in an uproar because the disciples were preaching Jesus Christ, and miracles were happening and people were becoming followers of Christ.  There were trying to decide whether they should imprison the disciples or even kill them.  

Acts 5: 34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. 35 Then he addressed them: "Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. 36 Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. 37 After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God."

If God is not first in this thing it will fail anyway.

If God is first in this thing there is nothing you can do to stop it. 

All you have to do to make sure a thing succeeds is put Christ at the center, make Him King over it.  When that happens it will undoubtedly stand and succeed.  

Want to make sure your kids keep their life together?
Want to get and keep your finances together?

Want to guarantee you keep your mind together?
Do you want to make sure your business holds together?  

Put Christ first in those areas and when He has the preeminence He holds it all together.  Where He is not first it will die as surely as the sun rises. 

I am sick and tired of people whose lives are shambles and a joke running down Christians and saying there is nothing to our faith in Christ.   I refuse to be criticized by people who can’t get it together because they say I am weak because I make him first.  WHO DO YOU THINK IS HOLDING MY LIFE TOGETHER?

Christ has an immense gravitational pull, His presence is so powerful and overwhelming that when I make Him first He holds my values together, He holds my perspectives together, He holds my life together.  By Him all things consist!  Without Him nothing holds together. 

When Christ is first He holds what He is first in together.  When He is not first whatever He is not first over falls apart. 

Matthew 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.
One man submits to the Lordship of Christ and his life holds together through the storms and vicissitudes of life.  Another man does not and the same storm shatters his world.  One house holds together because Christ is at the center and the gravitational pull of His presence is holding it.  

Do you know how you can tell if Christ is first in any area of your life?  Is it holding together or coming apart? 

If He is first there is not a force in the universe that can tear it apart.  If He is not there is not a force in the universe that can keep it together. 

Psalm 127:1 Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.

But if He is building the house….If He is watching over the city…If He is first…

Colossians 1:18 He is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead;
Matthew 16:13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

Peter said, “I know who you are, you are the Christ, the firstborn, the son of God.”  Peter identified Him as the head, the preeminent one of the church.  The Jesus said, it is upon that rock, not Peter, but that understanding, that knowledge, that I am the head of the church that the church would be built.  And the very gates of hell cannot win against it.  

When Christ is first I don’t care what comes against you it will not succeed.  The church has endured persecution, false teachers, heresy, defamation… And yet here it is.  Holding together, because Christ is the head of it.   

Matthew 6:25  "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they are?  27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?

28  "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

Where are you having a hard time keeping it together?  Finances?  Relationships?  Emotions?  Business?  Kids?  Put Him First. Come to this altar and surrender to the Lordship of Christ in that area of your life.  
