 What Is Your Life

Part Two – A flower

Last week we started answering the question: “What is your life”.  The first thing we learned is that our life is a vapor.  A puff of smoke.   

James 4:14. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 

We saw this truth expounded on all through scripture.  And at first it is kind of tough.  Everything we think means so much is really vapor.  We took a hard look at a guy with a lot of stuff who watched it all turn to vapor in moments.  Job.  But after absorbing the initial gut-check of realizing that everything we work for, worry about, and spend our energy pursuing is just smoke and vapor we got a little revelation that is very exciting. Everything we work for, worry about, and spend our energy pursuing is just smoke and vapor.  It is not as substantive as we might think.  It kind of put everything in perspective for us. 

II Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements (Every material thing you cherish) will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be?

While learning that the material world that so consumes us is just vapor and not substantive at all we found some substantive stuff to hang onto. 

Isaiah 51:6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.
Hebrews 11:1 Faith is the substance of things hoped for, evidence of things not seen.  

I John 2:17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
Since life is a vapor you really need something substantive to build on.  

1. Have faith in God.

2. Receive the salvation of the Lord.

3. Do the will of God.

Everything outside of that is just vapor.

Isaiah 40:6 A voice said, "Shout!" I asked, "What should I shout?" "Shout that people are like the grass that dies away. Their beauty fades as quickly as the beauty of flowers in a field. 7 The grass withers, and the flowers fade beneath the breath of the LORD. And so it is with people. 8 The grass withers, and the flowers fade, but the word of our God stands forever." 

God told the prophet to SHOUT this message.  This is something God wants us to get, understand, know, and believe.  God is so intent on us getting this message that you will find it reiterated in three other places in the Bible.  Psalm 103, James 1, & I Peter 1.   God so wanted to people to hear this message and get an understanding of what their life really is that He told the prophet to shout it at them, and God repeated Himself three more times.  (like a parent with kids)

The Fast & The Fragile
The most watched show in the world, with 450 million viewers in 98 countries is The Bold & The Beautiful.  I am proud to say I have never seen so much a minute of it.  However, if we were writing a soap opera based on life as described in the text we would have to call it The Fast & The Fragile.  The story of human life is the story of the fast and the fragile.  

By the time you are knowledgeable enough, have enough resources, and ability to really do what you want with your life that life is already starting to fade.   Youth truly is wasted on the young.  By the time you figure out what you really want and how to get there the clock is already working against you.  We saw this last week.  What is your life…a vapor.  

And if the brevity of life is not challenge enough, it is also fragile and delicate.  This is the story of human life, this is our text, the Fast and the Fragile. 

The Fast
You need to understand that the clock of your life is ticking very quickly.  God spoke to the prophet and told him to shout this to us.  Our lives are so very brief.  Consider the flower of the grass.  The vast majority of its life is spent blooming and dying, the briefest part is in the full glory of its beauty.  

Psalm 103:15 Our days on earth are like grass; like wildflowers, we bloom and die. 

This is the truth of your life that God wanted shouted at you.  You think you have forever and you don’t, you think you can afford to wait and you can’t.

Since a major part of your life is spent growing, don’t wait for maturity to do something.  In your Christian life or your natural life.  Do something because the clock is ticking.  You cannot spend your whole life in preparation. 

Since your time in perfect bloom is so brief you must maximize that moment.  (Life has a sweet spot) 

Since you will spend a significant part of your life on the downward slope don’t waste those days.  Our culture is too dismissive of anyone that is not thirty-something.  (this will be a church that values & mobilizes the elderly)
 Blooming, flourishing, or dying you need to be doing something of significance with your life.   Because your life is a flower & it is fading fast. 

Last week the most pointed question was; “Considering everything will be dissolved, it is all smoke, what should your life consist of?”  This week the question is, since your life is passing by faster than you can possibly imagine, what should you really be doing with it?   Is the thing that sucks up most of your time really that important?  What are you putting off that you may wind up losing altogether?  What should you be doing with your days?  Your life is Fast, going by fast, kids growing up fast, age encroaching fast, world is changing fast, opportunities coming and going fast.  Your days are a gift, what are you doing with them? 

We are commanded to be good stewards in the Word of God, and not just of our money, there is a divine expectation attached to our lives.  The first commandment given to men bears this out.  Genesis 1:28 we are commanded to be fruitful and multiply.  There is a divine expectation that we take our lives and do something of significance with them.  The penalty for not doing so is harsh.

John 1:15 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: 

There is something God expects you to produce with your life.  (That is part of the reason this church exists, to help you find that thing, equip you to do it, and create the venue where you can do it.)   God has an expectation of your life what are you striving to do to meet that expectation?

There are no accidents in God.  You were created with purpose designed with intent.   You are of immeasurable value to God and the world.   We need you to be doing what you are created and called to do and we need you to be doing it now.  Your life is a flower that is fading fast.

A Convenient Curse
Too many people fall prey to a curse that got to a Roman governor named Felix in 58 AD.   Holding the Apostle Paul in a cell…

Acts 24:24 A few days later Felix came with his wife, Drusilla, who was Jewish. Sending for Paul, they listened as he told them about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 As he reasoned with them about righteousness and self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was terrified. "Go away for now," he replied. "When it is more convenient, I'll call for you again." 

If you really expose yourself to Christ it will impact you.  (Invest and Invite) If you know your Bible and history you will know a more convenient time never came for Felix.  Too many fall prey to the convenience curse and never step into what God has for them.  It will deceive you in two ways:

1. You won’t realize how quickly your life is passing until it is fading and withering.  

2. The convenience curse will keep you from realizing how fragile your life is. 

The Fragile
Our story is not just the Fast, but also the Fragile.  One reason we procrastinate and await a more convenient time is we don’t realize how fast time is passing, and the other reason is we assume things will always be as they are, and we don’t realize the delicate nature of our lives.  

My favorite singer/song writer’s signature piece warns us not to forget how fragile we are.  God told the prophet to shout it at us.  

Psalm 103:15 Our days on earth are like grass; like wildflowers, we bloom and die. 16 The wind blows, and we are gone – as though we had never been here.

It takes nothing more than a strong wind to eradicate us as though we had never existed.  God wants us to know how fast our life is ticking away to move us to action, why does he want us to know how fragile we are? 

Psalm 39:4 "LORD, remind me how frail I am. Remind me that my days are numbered, and that my life is fleeing away. 5 My life is no longer than the width of my hand. An entire lifetime is just a moment to you; human existence is but a breath." 6 We are merely moving shadows, and all our busy rushing ends in nothing. We heap up wealth for someone else to spend.  7 And so, Lord, where do I put my hope? My only hope is in you.

God wants us to realize how fast are life is fading so we will quit wasting time and do something with the days we have.  God wants us to remember how fragile it is so that we will put our hope in Him.  We are not the Bold and the Beautiful, nor the Fast & the Furious, not even the Young and the Restless.  We are the Fast and the Fragile.  Striving to do something significant in the short time allotted to us, and trusting in God because we know how frail everything human really is.  

Fragile Awareness
Nobody wants to confront the reality of how fragile their life really is.   But it is so vital, because the result is always what happened to this Psalmist.  When I realize how fragile everything human is, there is nothing left for me to do but put my trust in God. 

Economies will fail. 

Friends will disappear. 

Careers will disappoint. 

Entertainment will grow old.

Interest will fade. 

But not so with God. 

Isaiah prophesied about Jesus Christ : 42:4 He shall not fail nor be discouraged.
Hebrews 13:5 God has said, "I will never fail you. I will never forsake you."

Psalm 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 

The more aware we are of how fragile we are the greater we see Him and the more we realize that our hope should be in Him, our joy in Him, our life in Him, our greatest passion toward Him.  

When you see yourself as all sufficient for every thing then you are not likely to see God as powerful and glorious as He really is.  It is only in contrast with our own frailty that we start to really get an idea how magnificent He is.  

That is why He told the prophet, “Shout” it at them.  Your life is a flower, incredibly fragile.  Don’t try to see God from the standpoint of your own strength and ability.  Get a grasp on the fragile nature of this life you will see how awesome God is and how great His promise of eternal life is. 

Focal Point
 The focal point of this understanding is not how frail you are, but how great God is and how much you can trust Him.  When the Psalmist was reminded of how frail he was he realized he could Trust God.  If God is not part of your life this understanding leaves you hopeless.  

Psalm 8:3 When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 4 What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 9 O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! 

It is one thing to understand that God made the stars and compared to Him we are so minuscule.  But it is not God’s intent to just make us feel small and frail.  The point of this Psalm is not to make us aware of how small we are.  The real point is in verse 4.  We are frail, fragile, and small, and yet God is mindful of us and visits us.   This is the beautiful mind.  

Psalm 113:4 The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens. 5 Who is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth on high, 6 Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth! 7 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill; 8 That he may set him with princes, even with the princes of his people. 9 He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children. Praise ye the LORD. 

Yes, he stoops to see the stars, and yet raises the poor out of the dust.  How far down does He have to be willing to do that?  Yes He is high above the nations,  but will come in this place to lift someone out of a trash heap.  Nobody is like Him and yet He troubles Himself with the sorrow of a barren woman.  

This is a God concerned with fading flowers.  

Matthew 6:28 Look at the lilies and how they grow. They don't work or make their clothing, 29 yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are. 30 And if God cares so wonderfully for flowers that are here today and gone tomorrow, won't he more surely care for you? 

Your life is fading fast, you need to do something with it.  But make that decision in light of how frail you are, which will cause you to understand how great He is.  Then and only then can the fact that He loves you, visits you, concerns Himself with you, really boggle your mind.  Then and only then can His grace overwhelm you.   (John 4 – Everything I ever did)

