 What Is Your Life

Part Three – More

This is the third and final sermon in a series that has been answering the question, “What is your life?”    The first answer we found in week one is in the book of James. 

James 4:14. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 

The tough news to digest and the awesome revelation of that sermon were one and the same.  Everything we work for, worry about, and spend our energy pursuing is just smoke and vapor. 
II Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be?

We did find some some substantive stuff to hang onto. 

Isaiah 51:6 All  will vanish like smoke but salvation shall be for everHebrews 11:1 Faith is the substance 

I John 2:17 And the world passeth away, but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
The second way our life can be described was shouted at us by Isaiah. 

Psalm 103:15 Our days on earth are like grass; like wildflowers, we bloom and die. 

We Are the Fast & The Fragile.  Our days passing quickly, our lives so delicate.  The knowledge that we are like flowers moves us to action because we understand how fast our life passing.  The knowledge of our fragility moves us to greater worship and love of God.  When we become aware of how truly small we are the fact that God concerns Himself with us is mind-boggling.    

Psalm 113:4 The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens. 5 Who is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth on high, 6 Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth! 7 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill; 8 That he may set him with princes, even with the princes of his people. 9 He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children. Praise ye the LORD.

Matthew 6: 25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?

John 10:10 I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

We allow our lives to be defined too easily.

Too many of us have as our identity our career or job. (not calling) 

Too many of us have as our identity our economic status.  (both + and -)

A lot of people are defined by their standing within society. 

There are some people that their only identity is tied to their recreation.

Scores of people allow themselves to be identified by what has happened to them.
According to Matthew 6 your life is more than all of that.  What is your life?  It is meant to be more!

It is more than what you wear.
It is more than what you do for a paycheck. 

It is more that who you hang with.  (Jesus hung out with prostitutes and drunks and He is the King of Kings)
Your life is meant to be more than what you do for fun. 

Your life is meant to be more than an existence.  It is meant to be abundance.  It is meant to be more. 

Don’t define what you are by what you do. 

Don’t let where you have been determine where you will end up. 

Don’t allow what has happened to you decide what you will become. 

Your life is meant to be more. Jesus came with the express purpose that you have life, but not just an existence, not just an identity thrown on you by culture, or circumstances, or career choices.  But Christ came so that you can have abundant life.  Full of purpose, full of fulfillment, full of meaning, full of significance.  

But too many people are walking around with an identity crisis.  Not sure what their life is all about and consequently find themselves defined by a world that is always seeking to define us.  I have come to help somebody understand what their life is.  Your life is meant to be more.  There is more to you than meets the eye.   (Andrew – toys in his clothes – giftings abilities callings purpose passion / find a way to release all of that)

More Than Meets The Eye
II Corinthians 5: 1 For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

If this body crumbles to dust, there is more to me than this body.  I am not limited to it or by it.  There is more to us than meets the eye, because our life in Christ is meant to be more. 
2 For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven, 3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, will not be found naked. 4 For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, (Biological life without spiritual life is torture, frustration, groaning.  Mere existence is excruciating in it’s futility and pointlessness)  so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life.  It is existing, but there is more, there is abundant life that can swallow it up.  Just because you have mortality does not mean you are really living.  There is more to us than meets the eye, our life is more than biology.  There is eternity in us.  (vs. 1)

In Jesus Christ you are not limited to just existing because life is meant to be more than just existence. 

Luke 12:15 Not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.  

In Jesus Christ you are not limited by what you do or do not have because life is meant to be more than just stuff.

II Corinthian 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

In Jesus Christ you are not limited by what you were because life is meant to be more than the sum of what has happened to you and what you have done.  

Phillipians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.
In Jesus Christ we are not limited by our lack of strength or ability because life is meant to be more than what I am capable of on my own. 

Ii Corinthians 5:16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh. (vs. 1) (Mantra for this church)

There are ways to identify and define people, but there is more to them and us than meets the eye. Your life transcends the boundaries of this world.  Don’t allow yourself to be defined by anyone but God and His Word.  Don’t allow yourself to be limited by the visible.  Recognize no man after the flesh.  Including you. 

A New Identity
Seeing as how there is more than meets the eye it is time for you to get a new identity.  Not after the flesh.  Not based on all the stuff we have talked about.  But an identity based on your life in Christ.  

I Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: 

There is more to you than meets the eye, so you need something beyond your physical ability to perceive before it will be revealed to you.  This is one of the things the Holy Spirit does in your life.   People cannot see what their life really is in and of themselves.  God has some awesome stuff prepared for you.  God has an incredible destiny for your life.  God has some incredible things for your life.   Your life is so much more than what you see.  Eye has not seen it, but the Spirit of God in you can release it.  (vs 1/10)

How will the things that God has prepared for you be revealed to you? (Vs 10) 

When God saw that Adam was lonely without the woman God resolved to make a companion for him.  But He did not scrape together another pile of dust and form another body. God caused a deep sleep to come on Adam and extracted from Him a rib out of which He fashioned woman, which completed the man.  Everything you need to be complete and whole in life is already resident in you.  But you need to allow God, by His Spirit, to flow into you and release what no one else can see.  Eye has not seen it, but the Spirit of God can release it. 

Ephesians 3:20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.

Right now you can’t even ask God for enough.  His ability to do exceeds your ability to ask or imagine.  But that power has to be working in you. 

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you. 

Eye has not seen what God can really do, but the Spirit of God can release it. 

· You are not limited because life is more. 

· Your life is more than meets the eye, but you need to Spirit of God in you to release that abundant life. 

More Life
(Dog and More Dog)  Life and More Life.  The goal is for you, by the Spirit of God to step into More Life.  Step past all the seeming limitations into More Life. Remember where this sermon started?  We were talking about how we allow our lives to be defined by so many things.  And every definition that does not come from God is something less than More Life.  

It is time you quit recognizing yourself after the flesh.  After that old identity, and start allowing God to define you with More Life.  There will always be somebody standing around to try and hang an identity on you.  But His is the only one that matters. 

Identified By your problem. 

· Blind Bartimeus (Mark 10:46)

· The stricken with the palsy.  (Matthew 9:2/4) 

· Woman with the issue of blood.  (Luke 8:43)
People will want to identify you by your problem.  By your mistake.  By your shortcoming.  He is the guy with the habit.  The woman with the attitude.  You will identify yourself that way.   If you don’t change that there will come a time when you cannot think of yourself in any way except by identifying with your problem.  Your failure.  People even claim it.  

“Well, its my temper…my habit…my depression…my cancer”   Why does the problem have to be yours? Reject that old identity and understand that you are living More Life because you are full of the Spirit of God.   

The Right Identity

You have a new life now. 

Galations 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

According to Romans that old guy that had the problem, (not my problem) that old guy that had the past has been buried.  

Romans 6:3  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

The guy that the old identity (after the flesh) is dead.  He was buried.  He does not exist.  You need to remind that perpetually nagging voice of that fact. (He had a real bad accident, he was crucified and then drowned.)  Tell the craving it is going to have to shut up because you buried it.

Your life is more than all of that, you are not limited by all that old man, the Holy Ghost in you has released you into More Life and it is time you started living it.  

I John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be (there is more to you than meets the eye) but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

I John 4:17 As Christ is, so are we in this world.
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