 What Is Your Life

Part One – A Vapor

James 4:13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit"; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 

I want to focus your mind on one question found in verse 14, “What is your life?” 

Most people simply live their allotted time, fight death with whatever resources they have, then move into eternity without ever pausing to ask themselves, what is my life?  What is this period of time I have been given to walk on this planet all about?  To what purpose have I been placed here?  

Many think their life is just the result of time and chance.  These people believe that they just happen to be born, and that their life is no more significant than any other living thing. They believe they are nothing more than the result of biology.  

Other people at the opposite end of the spectrum think that their life is the focal point of eternity.  That everything that has happened in the long history of humanity was building toward the moment of their auspicious birth.  They believe their every word and action are of singular importance to the human race and when they die time will be no more, for there will be no point to living without their presence.   

I believe the truth lies somewhere in between.   We are going to go on a quest over the next few weeks and by the help of the Word of God we are going to answer this question, what is your life. By the time we finish our trek through the word of God I believe you are going to know more what you are about, what your life should be, what it should mean, and how it should be lived.  

A Vapor
The first clue on our quest is not, on the surface, real encouraging.  The writer takes a swipe at all those people who think that their very existence is the focal point of humanity.  He declares your life to be a vapor. That is hard on the old ego.  We who think we are so significant kind of choke a bit when we hear the infallible Word of God declare that our life is a vapor.  Maybe you doubt James, but he has a lot of other Bible that agrees with him.

Job 7:7 O Remember that my life is wind (NLT but a breath)

Psalm 39:5 Human existence is but a breath (NLT)
Psalm 102:3 My days disappear like smoke (NLT)

Genesis 2:19 and Genesis 3:7 both teach us that we are indeed made of the dust of the earth.  The very element used to create us can be dissipated by a strong wind.

In Genesis 18:27 Abraham confessed that he was nothing but “dust and ashes”.
Now, I know James is eluding to the transitory nature of life, but that is not even the primary focus here.  There is something more to this vapor analogy that I want you to get.   When you understand what is meant by the fact that your life is a vapor it will change how you live that life.

Vapor Is Not Substantive  

Vapor is almost intangible.
You cannot bring me a handful of it.

You cannot box it up and ship it to a friend.
As soon as your eyes start to focus on vapor it begins to disappear.

It holds no permanent shape but is ever shifting.
It cannot be sculpted into an image or design.

You cannot build anything on it.
You cannot use it as a foundation for anything. 

It is so insubstantial that it can only be perceived by one of your senses.
All of the things you think you can cling to that make up your life are not even tangible enough to lay hold of.  They will evaporate.  Everything you are so worked up about that you think comprise your life is just so much smoke.  Ninety-nine percent of the stuff you develop ulcers over is just so much vapor.  This is not a bad thing.  Once you have a shift in your thinking and start to perceive your life from another vantage point you may find some freedom from some things that have weighed heavy on you.  Life is a vapor, not as substantive as you think. 

Your career is not as substantive as you think. 

Your wealth is not as substantive as you think.

Your relationships are not as substantive as you think.
Your agenda is not as substantive as you think.

The economy is not as substantive as you think. 

Nations are not as substantive as you think.  (think 9/11 thousands vaporized.

Your problems are not as substantive as you think. 

Your life is a vapor, not as substantive as you suppose it to be.  The Bible bears this out. 

Job

Job 1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 2 And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters. 3 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the east. 

You would think Job was set for life, yet remember that life is a vapor.

Job 1:13 And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: 14 And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them: 15 And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 16 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 17 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 18 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: 19 And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

I wish I could tell you it ended there.  But before it was over Job lost his health, and his wife and friends turned against him.  Faster than the smoke dissipating from a candle all of his “substance” was gone.  Turns out it was not so substantive after all.  

Elements Of Life

Don’t get so uptight over all of the stuff you think comprise your life.  It is just a vapor.  I am not belittling your life.  I just want you to get it in the proper perspective. 

II Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements (Every material thing you cherish) will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, (What should your values be?) 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God? 

The simple message that emerges when we understand that life as we define it is not as substantive as we think is this; we must live our lives with a whole new understanding and focus.  

See how this frees you from the petty inconveniences and annoyances of life? It doesn’t matter, it’s all smoke anyway.

Whatever is being said about you…
Whatever is being done to you…

Whatever you are going through...
Whatever you are suffering through…

Whatever disappointment you are currently enduring. 

If it is great don’t get too caught up in it, if it is horrible don’t get to down about it.  It is all part of the vapor we call life and it is not as substantive and permanent as you think it is.  What I am preaching to you will give you a new understanding of the nature of things.  That they are not as substantive as you think.   All of the sudden certain verses come to life.  

Mark 11:23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.
That mountain is not as heavy, big, and impossible as you think.  If it is part of your life it is a vapor.  The nature of it is probably not as you perceived it and you can move mountains.

I know some of you think I have lost it a little bit.  But you need to get in the Word of God a little bit and get a new understanding of the nature of things around you and things you go through.  You need a new definition and understanding of reality. 

II Corinthians 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, (I see them and choose to ignore them, much like telling a mountain to get out of the way)  but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 5:1 For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

There is something solid, permanent, substantive to lay hold of, it is of God and it is eternal.

Something Substantial

Here is some more good news.  If you are a bit disconcerted to learn that your life is a vapor and you want something substantive to hang onto, I can help you out there too.  But it is not going to be a bank account, or an insurance policy, or a support group, or a prescription, or a career path.

Isaiah 51:6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.

The salvation that has come to you through the grace of God is more permanent, enduring, dare I say real, than the asphalt streets you will drive home on.  

You want something substantive, tangible?  Try this.

Hebrews 11:6 Without faith it is impossible to please God.

Hebrews 11:1 Faith is the substance of things hoped for, evidence of things not seen.  

I know people think Christians, who have as their foundation in life faith in God, are weak.  I know people think Christians don’t live in the real world.  I submit to you that those who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ have a lot better grasp on reality that those who are trying to embrace vapor.  

This is your choice, faith in God.   Faith which is substance and evidence.  Or trying to cling to drifting vapor.  Ever wonder why, outside of Christ, there is no joy that last, there is no sustained peace, there is no perpetual fulfillment?   Ever wonder why the pleasure of sin is only for a season?  Ever wonder why every natural appetite grows and grows and is never satisfied?   It is because these things all exist in the ethereal vapor of life and you can never really cling to it.  

Laugh at my faith if you want to but I choose alongside the psalmist.

Psalm 20:7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God. 8 They are brought down and fallen: but we are risen, and stand upright.

What is the difference?   What we trust in is far more real than what they trust in.   

I find it strange that people laugh at my faith and invest in the stock market.

I find it strange that people laugh at my faith and buy lottery tickets.

I find it strange that people laugh at my faith and put their money in a bank.
I find it strange that people laugh at my faith and go to doctors that are not any smarter than they are.

I find it strange that people laugh at my faith and go to Vegas.
I find it strange that people laugh at my faith trust fashion for their self- esteem.

I John 2:17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

Since life is a vapor you really need something substantive to build on.  

1. Have faith in God.

2. Receive the salvation of the Lord.

3. Do the will of God.

Everything else is vapor.  

