Words Without Knowledge
After being boiled alive in oil, the disciple John was sent to an island called Patmos to die.  While there he received a revelation, a prophetic vision of how the affairs of mankind and the history of our world will be wrapped up.  He saw the last days of life, as we know it.  As part of his vision he recorded the following incident. 

Revelation 5:11  And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 12  Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 13  And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
Let me make a few brief observations about this text that will prove to be germane to my sermon.  

· John said that the number of the angels was 10000X10000.  That figure is 100,000,000.  But you have to add to those thousands upon thousands.  Not an exact number, but somewhere in the hundreds of millions.  

· This innumerable angelic host was declaring unanimously that Christ, who was God manifested in the flesh,  (I Timothy 3:16) was worthy to receive power, honor, glory, and blessing.  The Bible says they were saying it with A, singular, loud voice.  

· There are hundreds of millions of angels, who are all unanimous in their opinion of God.  Bear these facts in mind as I preach to you. 

The Challenge Of Knowing God
We are handicapped when it comes to evaluating the value and worth of Christ.  We are inadequate to formulate an opinion of God.  We cannot see His entirety.  For He contains within Himself all time and space.  He is bigger than our senses can perceive, and larger than our mind can process. Zophar, the supposed friend of Job framed the problem eloquently in Job 11.

Job 11: 7  "Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the Almighty? 8  They are higher than the heavens--what can you do? They are deeper than the depths of the grave --what can you know? 9  Their measure is longer than the earth and wider than the sea.

Even the friend of God, Moses, was told that he would be allowed a brief glimpse of God, but that was about all He would be able to handle. (Elaborate) Not much has changed since that encounter.  We still see God in bits.  We see flashes of His glory and catch no more than a hint of the scent of His presence.    

Our most intense encounters with God can only be compared to feeling the spray of the ocean drift across your face.  If you have that experience you can say you have been touched by the ocean, but you cannot say you know every crevasse in its depth, nor know each of the creatures that move through its vastness.  You can know the beaches of Florida and yet be ignorant of the icy waters of the North Atlantic. 

Knowing God is like trying to comprehend the intricate plot of a two-hour movie when all you are allowed to view are a few still frames.  
The slivers of time in which we view God, and the brief glimpses and flashes of Him  are insufficient to allow us to make correct judgment about Him.
Freeze Frame Judgments
You see God inhabits eternity while we live in measurable increments of time. Seventy plus years if we are lucky.  It seems like a long time, but not when you measure it against eternity.  We have a tiny, microscopic view of God.  We view Him against the backdrop of the events of our life.  We try to define Him by what happens to us.  We make judgments about God based on what we observe. We try to define and quantify God by the same process that we use to define and quantify others.  That process is observation over a period of time.  

We watch each other, and based on those observations we make our judgments.  And it is impossible to make an accurate assessment in too short a period of time.  I have known humans, who are relatively easy to figure out, for years only to come to the realization that I am wrong about an individual.  I submit to you that the days of our lives at their longest are too short to pass judgment about God.  

The reason we cannot accurately assess God is the same reason our problems loom so large in our life.  We are constrained by time.  People have told me that if I could see my problems from thousand years in the future or a thousand years in the past I would see how insignificant they are.  Against the larger back drop of the passing of millennia my problems are not worthy to be mentioned.  But I can’t do that.  So that statement becomes ludicrous.  I cannot tell you that your problems are insignificant, just because they will be meaningless a thousand years from now. Our brains are not wired that way.   We make our judgments by the events we are presently faced with.  Every persons’ trouble is biggest to them. We decide how we feel about things based on the evidence of our own experience.  

We judge the faithfulness of God based on how well we think He has come through for us in our crisis times.
We judge the fairness and justice of God based on our understanding of events.

We judge the love of God by how much of it we believe we have received.

Our understanding of the Almighty is predicated on our experience with Him.

In absence of an experience with God we will judge Him based on the people that claim to represent God.
But every judgment is made by a freeze frame view, and consequently is not accurate.  You need to see the whole thing to judge accurately and asses fairly.

In II Timothy 4:8 Paul refers to the Lord as the righteous judge. He is qualified to be the righteous judge because according to Isaiah 46:10 God sees the end from the beginning.  He sees the whole span of time. 

Naomi  

In the book of Ruth there was woman named Naomi.  Her husband died, her sons died.  One daughter-in-law abandoned her.  She returned to her home village and declared that God had “dealt bitterly” with her, and “afflicted her”, and “testified against” her.  

Ruth 1:20 And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 21 I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me home again empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me?

Had I been present I would have a hard time arguing with her.  It would be hard to look across the caskets and say, “Sweetheart, a thousand years from now this will not matter”.   She could not see that God was leading her to a place of blessing.  She could not see that out of her lineage would come the Messiah.  All she could see was the trouble staring her in the face.  And based on the evidence of her experience she made her judgments, as we all do. 

The Basis For Knowledge
But that is inherently unfair.  I don’t want to be judged by single moments in my life.  They don’t tell the whole tale.  

I have had moments of cowardice but I don’t want to be judged a coward.

I have had moments of weakness but I don’t want to be judged as weak.

I have had moments of violence, but I don’t want to be judged violent.
For a good part of my life I was skinny, but it is not accurate to say I am skinny person.

I have done things that I hope never see the light of day, for they fill me with shame and remorse.  But should they become part of the public record of my life I do not want my whole life judged by a few stumblings. 

I have been generous and compassionate at times.  But if I want to be remembered as such it will take more than a few occasions.

What I am saying is that it is unfair to judge anybody until you have the complete picture of their life.  None of us like to be judged by our worst moments.  Look at the full span of my life and then judge me.  

If this is fair for us then it is fair unto God as well.  

Don’t judge Him by a sliver of time.
Don’t get a freeze frame image and think you know the whole plot line.

Don’t feel the ocean spray and convince yourself that you know all there is to know about the deep.
Don’t judge the faithfulness of God based on your latest financial crisis.

Don’t judge the justice of God based on events you don’t even understand. 

Afford God the same privilege you desire. Get a completed picture before you start passing judgment on Him. 

The only way to accurately assess God is when you get a complete picture of Him. 

Words Without Knowledge
This is why God finally got fed up with the rhetoric and pompous declarations of Job and his friends.  For 37 chapters they spouted off with what they thought they knew about God.   Till finally God had enough of it and showed up with this question:

Job 38:2 "Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge?
The next 3 chapters hammer home the point I have been trying to make.  Until you see the whole scope of the picture, anything you have to say about it is just words without knowledge.  God declared that our best theorizing is just words without knowledge.  We, like Job and his friends, are nothing more than fluent experts on the knowledge of nothingness.  

God told Job that “If I were to question you, you could not answer me one out of a thousand questions.”  And God did question Him.  I wish I had time to work my way through the 4 chapters where God begins to question Job.  The whole time He is driving home a point. (Insert)  Job until you can see where I hide the light, and in the same glance see where the she goat has her ewe lamb you don’t have a full understanding.  Until you can see the panoramic view all you have are words without knowledge. 

Words With Knowledge 
But I will never see the panoramic view.  Even if I lived a century, that would pale in comparison to eternity.  So in order to assess God I will need another voice, and another point of view. 

Remember those hundreds of millions of angels I read to you about.   They have been observing God longer than any other creature.  

They are the first created beings. 

In Job 38:7 God said that they were present when He laid the foundation of the world, and hung the first stars.
They were present when Lucifer rebelled. And his rebellion was all about his own desire for power, and contains no accusation against God.

They watched God interact with Adam and Eve in the Garden, and one of them guarded that place against their return.
They are found all through the OT.  Observing God’s every interaction with man.  In Isaiah 6 they declare Him to be holy.

It was an angelic choir that announced the arrival of Christ on this planet.

There were 12 legions of angels at Calvary.
Christ will return with His angels.  

They have observed God more closely, and for far longer than any other being.  Theirs is not the freeze-frame view we have.  Their perspective is not distorted by the compression of time.  Their words are not without knowledge, for they have watched since time as we mark it was set in motion.  And after all they have seen and heard, this is the unanimous conclusion of that countless host:

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
Not only has nothing happened in the long history of their observation of God that would make Him unworthy.  But the revelation that John gives us is a revelation of what will happen at the end of time.   Not only has nothing happened that has rendered God unworthy of praise, nothing will happen that would make Him unworthy.  

I know that looking through the lens of your life there are things you don’t understand.
I know that if you isolate a period of time it may seem like He has not been faithful.

I know you may have gone through some things in your life that make it hard to worship God.
I know that there are things we cannot explain, and things that don’t make sense.

I know there are times we cannot discern the loving, faithful, merciful God that we hear about because there is so much chaos, pain, and suffering around us.  

But just remember, we are seeing a part.  Take the word of those that have seen the whole.  When the story is done, when the last battle has been fought, when the time piece of eternity stops ticking….GOD WILL BE WORTHY!  Just because you don’t see it now does not change the truth.

I Corinthians 2:9 Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

· Cant believe I am preaching this…testimony service…God has never let me down…not true…but I am seeing through the narrow lens of my own life.  So in those moments I look to the song of those who have knows longest and best.  WORTHY IS THE LAMB!

· I believe an angel wrote “You Don’t Know Like I Know”.
