His Pleasure

Isaiah 46:9  Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, 10  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: 

What is it that pleases God?  This is a question that confuses a lot of people.

· Before his conversion Saul of Tarsus persecuted the Christians in the honest belief that his actions pleased God.  He was completely in error.

· The Jewish sect, the Pharisees took the original 10 commandments that God gave them and expanded them into hundreds of laws that governed their every waking moment, thinking that somehow this would endear them even more unto God.  God was not impressed.  He called them a bunch of snakes and told them that prostitutes would enter the kingdom of God ahead of them.  (Matthew 21:31)
· The vast majority of wars have been fought in the name of God.  People have slaughtered over issues God could care less about.  

What is His pleasure?  He told Isaiah in no uncertain terms that He would do all His pleasure.  It was going to happen.

CLUE #1: God’s pleasure is something He does.  Many things may please Him, but His pleasure was something only He could do. (See text) 

The Sacrifice Of Innocents Does Not Please Him
There was a mistaken idea that the sin sacrifice that was commanded in the OT pleased the Lord.  There seemed to be an idea the God found pleasure in the sacrifice of bulls and goats.  But in Hebrews 10 God sat that record straight. 

Hebrews 10:1 The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming--not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship. 2  If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins. 3  But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, 4  because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5  Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 6  with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. 7  Then I said, 'Here I am--it is written about me in the scroll-- I have come to do your will, O God.'" 8  First he said, "Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them" (although the law required them to be made).

God was not pleased with innocent animals dying for sin.
God was not pleased because the sacrifice never changed the worshipper.

God was not pleased because the sacrifice did not cleanse the worshipper.

God was not pleased because the worshipper still felt guilty.

God was not pleased because the sacrifices just reminded everyone of sin.
God was not pleased because the sacrifice could not take away sin. 

He made certain that we understood that is not where all His pleasure would be fulfilled.  However, in giving us the reasons that the sacrifice did not please Him He gives us a clue into what really would please him.  

He Is Not Pleased With The Punishment Of The Guilty.
There is an erroneous assumption that God is just champing at the bit, anxious for this age of grace to be done with so that He can unleash all of His fury and judgment on sinners.  There is this idea that if God did not find pleasure in the death of innocent animals, He certainly would be pleased with the destruction of those who violate His law.  But that is just not true. 

In II Peter we are told that God is “not willing that any should perish”.  And long before that God instructed His prophet Ezekiel to tell the people to turn from their sin lest they die.  But in His instruction God also made sure this was included.

Ezekiel 33:11  Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?
God is not pleased when homosexuals die of AIDS.

God is not pleased when drug addicts die of overdose.

God is not pleased when violent people die violent deaths.

God is not pleased when abortionist are bombed and shot at. 

God is not pleased when gang members shoot each other in turf wars. 

God is not pleased when heathen people slaughter each other.

Just as God found no pleasure in the sacrifice of innocent animals, He finds no pleasure in the death of the guilty.  That is simply not where He finds pleasure.  God is not all that into justice.  

His Pleasure
We have one clue from our text.  His pleasure will be something He does.  God said “I will do all my pleasure”.  Let me now just cut to the heart of the matter.  Exactly where is it that God will fulfill His pleasure?   The prophet Isaiah declared it for us in the 53rd chapter where he wrote prophetically of the crucifixion of our Lord.  

Isaiah 53:4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 8  He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 9  And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 12  Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

The pleasure of the Lord can be found in the sacrificial death of Jesus upon Calvary.  For some reason the Lord found pleasure in the death that happened on Golgotha.  

There is nothing served by bulls and goats being slaughtered.  It is just a reminder of a mounting debt of sin.  There is no redeeming value in the death of the wicked.  It is just a tragic waste of endless human potential.  But in the death of Christ was something that brought pleasure to the heart of God.  

If you harmonize the accounts of Matthew 4 and John 1 you start to get the picture of where God finds pleasure, and why He was pleased to bruise Christ and pour out His soul for a sin offering. 

In John 1 (verse 29) Jesus comes to where John is, to be baptized, and John utters these words;

John 1:29 Behold, the Lamb of God,

which taketh away the sin of the world.

Shortly after that Matthew records that a voice came from heaven saying “This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased”.  At this time lambs, bulls, and goats had been sacrificed for 1500 years, and the wicked had been dying since the beginning of time.  God never expressed pleasure in any of it.   

Gods’ pleasure was wrapped up in the sacrificial lamb that would take away the sin of the world.

Gods’ pleasure was wrapped up in the atoning sacrifice of Calvary.  With all of its brutality, pain, agony, and blood.  

Why?   Why is it that this is where God finds His pleasure?  Because the sacrificial lamb, Christ Jesus, and the brutal sacrifice of the crucifixion prophesied by Isaiah, would do what the OT sin sacrifice never could do.  It  accomplished what the death of the wicked could never accomplish. 
It Took AWAY SIN!
This is where God finds His pleasure, this is what pleases Him.  The taking away of sins.  

If a wicked person dies sin remains.  The blood sacrifices of innocent animals failed miserably.  And the whole thing just had to be frustration to the heart of God, until Christ came and laid down His life.  

God Does His Pleasure
Remember in our text God declared; “I will do all my pleasure”. Jesus clarified this in Pilots’ hall when He told them in no uncertain terms that no one had the power to take His life from Him. He said that no man could take His life from Him. This was something He would do.  The writer of Hebrews said that He did it “for the joy that was set before Him”.  He knew that because of the sacrifice of Calvary the sins of the world would be taken away.  And in that God does take pleasure. 

It is not that God took pleasure in the bruising, cutting, beating, and crucifixion of Christ, but He was pleased to do it because He knew that out of that would come an erasing of sin for men and women, and in that God does take pleasure.  

The Failures Of Hebrews Fulfilled
Remember all of the failures of the blood sacrifice that God told us about in Hebrews 10?

God was not pleased because the sacrifice never changed the worshipper.

God was not pleased because the sacrifice did not cleanse the worshipper.

God was not pleased because the worshipper still felt guilty.

God was not pleased because the sacrifices just reminded everyone of sin.
But when Christ became the sacrifice for sin all of that changed?

In Christ we are changed.

 II Corinthians 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

In Christ We are Cleansed

I John 1:7 If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

In Christ Our Conscience Is Cleansed (Year after year the sacrifice was made yet no one was ever cleansed)

Hebrews 9:11  But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 12  Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 13  For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: 14  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

In Christ Sin Is Not So Much Removed As It Is Erased

 I Collosians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

According to Hebrews 9:23 it was the shedding of the sinless Christ that made possible the remission of sins.  Do you know what that means?

Everything God wanted for man was made possible by the sacrifice of Calvary.   For at Calvary He took our sins away.  This is the pleasure of the Lord; the taking away of sins.  

Pleasure Prolonged
That’s not where the story ends.  Lets move beyond a scriptural understanding now.  

Isaiah 53:10 10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.
1) God makes us to understand that when Christ was offered for sin three things would happen.

2) He would see His seed.  Us, the believers.  The Bible says that we are the planting of the Lord, the first fruits, or seeds of His harvest.  

3) He shall prolong His days.  Natural death will not stop His days.  It will be a momentary pause and then He will victoriously triumph over death.  

4) The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper, continue, expand.  

The pleasure of the Lord is in the taking away of sin.  And the prophecy is this, after Christ has made His soul an offering for sin the pleasure of the Lord, the taking away of sin, shall prosper.  

I am so weary of people feeling beat down over their failures.  We wrongly think that our sin weighs heavy on God.  Can I tell you that when you come to Him and ask Him to forgive you, God takes pleasure in wiping the sin stain from your life.  When I ask for His forgiveness I am telling Him I really understand Calvary, and what it was all about.  When I ask Him for forgiveness I afford God the pleasure of forgiving me.  

Should I sin so that I might solicit Gods’ forgiveness, God forbid.  I am not preaching an easy grace, because there was nothing easy about Calvary.  Every time a sinner comes to Him and asks God to take away His sin I can almost hear God say, “I will do all my pleasure, something only I can do, I will take their sin away”. 
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