What Have You Done For Me Lately?

James 2: 14  What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no works? Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have works." Show me your faith without works, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder. 20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without works is useless? 21 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was  credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 24 You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone. 25  In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26  As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead.

God has a question for all of us that profess faith in Him.  This is the question “What have you done for me lately?”   

This writing of James has only one purpose.  There is a singular intent behind this passage.  Unfortunately for the most part the church has missed what is for all practical purposes a bullet aimed right at the heart of a false belief.  

The purpose of this passage is to

shatter the illusion of belief without action.

Not only has the church missed the point of this passage, a good part of the church world has moved the other direction.  People are persuaded that profession of belief is the ONLY requirement and if someone suggests that a person should have to DO SOMETHING to demonstrate their faith then that is legalism and religious tyranny.  (read highlighted text again)  This text is a dagger in the heart of that kind of thinking.  

The purpose of this sermon is to remind you of the purpose of this passage and then give you some ideas on some actions that you can take.  

“There is more to faith in Christ that mere assent to propositional truth.  True belief goes beyond assent into action.”                          -Dave Fleming

People always want to know what God is going to do for them.  What is God going to do to prove Himself to me?  Well in this passage God turns the tables on that little scenario; What are you going to do to prove your faith in God, how are you going to show Him your faith is more than something you say?  If I could paraphrase the 18th verse of our text “Show me your faith without works” / “What is it that you do that demonstrates your faith?”
Well,  I believe…. Big deal.  The devils believe.  But do you believe enough to act on your belief?  Only then is your faith vibrant, only then is it powerful, only then will it accomplish anything.  Action, deeds, works, do something!  The summation of this text, the inarguable conclusion that James reaches, is that if your faith does not produce a tangible action, if your faith does not propel you into a visible demonstration, your faith is dead, useless, and worthless.  

Don’t be confused.  It is not that strong faith produces works.  Rather, they are two sides of the same coin; they are a package deal.  You believe, you act.  Belief without action is worthless, impotent, and dead. Unpracticed truth is no better than error.  It is a meaningless profession.  Action is the ultimate proof of belief.  Where there is action there is always faith. True faith can be called “actionfaith”.  Faith and works share an umbilical connection.  

Titus 3:8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm (stress this) constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. 

Faith Products
Actionfaith produces four things.

1. Glory for God

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

When living actionfaith is manifested in your deeds God gets glory.  

When you reach out in love to a hurting person and tell them the reason you are reaching out is because you are a Christian how can they not think your God is awesome?
When you meet a physical/material need in a person’s life and tell them the reason you have done it is because you are a Christ-follower how can they not give thanks to your God?

When you make the right choices and do the right things and people know that you the reason you do so is because of your faith how can they not honor your God?
When Shadrach, Meshac, and Abednego made a choice based on integrity, and principle, and refused to worship an idol god the result of their action was a decree from the king that the only God to be worshipped was the God of Shadrach, Meshac, and Abednego.

Daniel 4:1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. 2 I thought it good to show the signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought toward me. 3  How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation.

This is the same guy that had declared himself to be a god.
This is the same guy that made it law that everyone worship his idol.

This is the same guy that threw these Hebrews into a furnace for not worshipping his God. 

Yet when he saw their good works He wound up glorifying their God.  All it would take to produce a praise revival for God in this world is for more Christians to start acting on their faith instead of talking about it all the time.  (be warmed…be filled) (RIFF: The cursers and mockers could be praisers.) 

How much glory has God received lately that can be traced back to something you did?  Why does God need a body?  What have you done for Him lately?

2. People Of Purpose

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them

.

You are not saved by good works, you are created for them, unto them.  When you have actionfaith, works with faith, you are living the purpose for which you were created in Christ.   You were created in Christ to DO SOMETHING!  Not to just sit around taking up space.  

God has ordained a work, a function which you are to walk in.  It is to be an integral part of your life.  Your best hope of being the best you that you can possibly be is to do that thing that God has ordained you for.  

Fruit is the purpose of your salvation…if you bear not fruit you will be cut off…you are not saved by works, but you can be lost because of a lack of them.

In John 12 Jesus spoke about His inevitable crucifixion.   

John 12:27 Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour.

He is letting us know that He understands His purpose, his reason for being.  

In Hebrews 12 the Apostle Paul admonishes us to let Jesus be our example.

Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Here is a man who has stepped into His purpose.  Because He knows His purpose, because He is doing it…

· He can endure even the cross

· He can overcome circumstances that He despises

· He can endure nails ripping his flesh, spit in his face, whips on his back because He is doing the thing for which He was created. 

Let me remind you once again…

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

When you get your faith past a place of intellectual assent and actually start doing the works that you were created in Christ for, when you start walking in the purpose God has ordained for you…

· You can endure anything

· You may despise circumstances you are in but you will be able to hang tough.

· The reward of fulfilling your calling and purpose will transcend the most miserable of circumstances. 

All you need to do is DO THE THING you were created in Christ to do!  There is something God ordained you to do.  Is it being done?  What have you done for Him lately?

3.  Friendship With God

James 2:21 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend.
The deepest level of friendship happens when I know you will sacrifice your priorities for me.  That is when the deepest levels of intimacy and friendship are possible.  What Abraham did, not what he said or professed, what he did, proved to God that his faith was complete, mature.   He was willing to lay Isaac on an altar as a sacrifice unto God and that act opened the door to a friendship with God.

What would you lay on an altar to complete your faith?
What are you willing to sacrifice for greater intimacy with God?

We say we want nothing more than His embrace, will we sacrifice to get it?
You can have greater intimacy with God but you better be willing to lay some things on an altar to get it.  

Mature Faith Is  A Prerequisite For Friendship With God

James 2:22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. (complete=mature)

God does not want friendship with a whining, insecure, self-indulgent, self-centered little baby.  A lot of what passes for faith is just that.  Demanding that God meet my needs. Requiring no effort beyond intellectual assent.  Trying to find some scriptural noose I can put around God’s neck so He is obligated to me.  But with Abraham it was not just what he said, but what he did along with what he said that made his faith complete, whole, and opened a door to intimacy and friendship with God.  

Maybe you don’t sense closeness with God because your faith is not yet complete.  Maybe there is not much intimacy because up till now your faith is just believing without you really doing anything.  Maybe you have not laid anything on the altar that shows God how much you believe in Him.  What have you done for Him lately?

4. A Changed Life

James 2:25 Was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did.

How do you go from being a street-walking prostitute to a righteous woman?  By what you do.  How do you affect change in your life?  By what you do.  

What is the greatest gift I could give God? What is the highest expression of praise I can return unto Him for all of His grace?  What is the absolute best way I can reverence Him and show Him I really believe in Him. His Kingdom, His will, His Word?  

II Corinthians 3:3 You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

Jude 1:24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

Ephesians 5:25 Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,  27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

II Corinthians 11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

The greatest form of praise I can give back to God for all He has done for me is a changed life.  How do I get that changed life?  

James 2:25 Was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did.

The reason that so many Christians struggle with the same stuff non-Christians struggle with is because their faith is nothing more than a profession, a statement, a verbalization with no action.  But if you ever start looking for ways to live your faith, enact your faith, do your faith, you will begin to see a marvelous transformation in your life.  And you will be able to offer back to God a changed life.  

If nothing else there are at minimum three things you can do that will result in a changed life.

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

1. Repent

2. Be baptized

3. Receive

I know some of you that are steeped in post-Reformation theology have already started composing your letters to me about how I am preaching salvation by works.  I am not.  But hear me well, YOU CANNOT EXPERIENCE THE GOSPEL WITHOUT IT AFFECTING YOUR ACTIONS!

What Have You Done For Him Lately?
We cannot separate our faith, what we profess, from what we do.  It is never done in scripture.  They are two sides of the same coin.

Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

So I come to provoke you.  To move you beyond profession to action.  When you do;

God will be glorified.

You will become a person of destiny

Friendship with God will happen

Your life will be changed. 

But where to start?  What can I do for Him?  James started a very deep doctrinal statement with something so practical.  If you see someone hungry, feed them.  If you see someone cold, clothe them.  Yeah, but I thought we were supposed to be doing something for God.

Matthew 25:34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35  For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36  Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38  When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39  Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 41  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42  For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43  I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44  Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45  Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 46  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

One of the leading contributors to crime is a lack of male role models for young adolescents and there are programs where you can spend a few hours a week with a boy and change his life.
The overwhelming number one personal problem people have named in survey after survey is loneliness and it takes so little to be a friend.

Single parenthood is a crushing burden and one free evening a week while someone watches a child is worth gold. 

One of the reasons I had to lose weight is because I had a 44 inch waist in a world where almost 70% of the population goes to bed hungry every night and few nickels from me can feed them. 

While we wring our hands because we don’t have a new church building people will sleep on the streets of this city tonight.
Youth is valued above all else so the elderly are at best tolerated and for the most part ignored.  Their world could be changed with just a small effort on our part. 

I wonder what would happen if you started a prayer/support group for unemployed people in your neighborhood.  If you reached out to people who are at their wits end and although you may not be able to give them silver and gold what if you gave them what you do have? 

And the real beneficiary of all this?  You are the one who will have friendship with God, you are the one who will become a person of destiny, you are the one who will have a changed life.  Is it not amazing that the more I do for Him the more I do for myself.  If I lose myself for His sake…  So in the end I guess the question is really…

What have I done for me lately?
