Vomit

Jonah 1:15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. 16 At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him. 17 But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights.  Jonah 2:10 And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. (I don’t know what is more disgusting…being swallowed by a fish or being puked up by one.) 

Matthew 12:40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

A few weeks ago I was sitting in Starbucks with my youngest son.  He crawled up in my lap while I was reading the newspaper.  I guess I was not being real observant because he got real quiet.  Then puked up his breakfast…all over me, the paper, grossed out the patrons, killed the poor employees...

Sometimes you get something in your system that your system was not designed to tolerate, absorb, or digest, and when that happens you will do just like that fish, you will vomit it out.  The muscles that work to move food down into your intestines will reverse and force the offending substance up your throat.   It is involuntary, it is a defense mechanism of the body designed to protect you.  It is automatic, offensive substance in, automatic rejection and forced exodus by the body.  It quite simply boils down to this, vomit happens when an element goes into a system that the system cannot tolerate, deal with, or digest, and the system forcibly rejects that element.  (Ashton / tactile revulsion) 

Revelation 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue (VOMIT) thee out of my mouth.

God is not being cruel, He is not being unreasonable, and He does not hate lukewarm people. (Riff:oysters)  He just cannot stomach them.  It is involuntary and automatic.  It is like you trying to keep down gasoline, your system was not designed to handle it and you will vomit it out.   

Jonah & Jesus
The Bible uses the words “great fish” but most people accept that what swallowed Jonah was a whale.  There really is not species of fish big enough to swallow a man whole without crushing him in the process.  I recently heard of a marine biologist attempting to debunk and refute the story of Jonah.  He said that the story is impossible because whales cannot digest men.  They are not designed and equipped to process a man or to digest a man.  Exactly. I could not agree more.  In his attempt to debunk the story the biologist proved the story.   That whale got a huge stomachache.  At first it was cool. (slow way down) Gulp the dude down.  Swim a little.  Then…uh oh.   Some rumbling.  Knots.   It wasn’t too long till the ol’ whale knew.  This is not working.  I….I… I don’t feel so well…  And before you know it an automatic, involuntary response takes place and the whales system rejects Jonah and the whale vomits him up on the beach.  

Christ was crucified, and laid in the earth.  Now understand something.  The earth had swallowed men before without an apparent problem.  Whales cannot keep men down, but this had never been a problem for the earth.   

(Moses speaking about Korah) Numbers 16:29 If these men die a natural death and experience only what usually happens to men, then the LORD has not sent me. 30 But if the LORD brings about something totally new, and the earth opens its mouth and swallows them, with everything that belongs to them, and they go down alive into the grave, then you will know that these men have treated the LORD with contempt." 31 As soon as he finished saying all this, the ground under them split apart 32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them, with their households and all Korah's men and all their possessions. 33 They went down alive into the grave, with everything they owned; the earth closed over them, and they perished and were gone from the community.

Psalm 106:17 The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, and covered the company of Abiram.

There had never been a problem with the earth swallowing men before and keeping them down.    But Jesus said in Matthew that this is going to be a little different. 

Matthew 12:40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

See….Korah was swallowed and never heard from again.  Dathan and Abiram were swallowed and never heard from again.  But Jesus said, “When I get swallowed it is going to be like Jonah and that whale.”   After three days the ol’ earth is going to start rumbling and groaning…  Not…not feeling so well.  

I have heard it preached that Christ had to fight His way out of the grave. 

I have heard it said that three days was how long it took to for Christ to claw his way back to the mortal realm. 

I have heard that it was more like Christ was sleeping and just woke up three days later.
I don’t think it was like that at all.   I think there was something different about Christ.   He wasn’t like Korah and his followers.  He wasn’t like Dathan and Abiram.  He was not like any man that had ever been planted in the ground before.  There was something different about this man.  There was something that made Him intolerable to the earth.  There was something about Jesus that caused an inability in the earth to digest Him.  There was something about Him that caused the earth to spew Him out after three days.   There was an involuntary, automatic, forcible rejection of Him by the grave.  Just like that whale had to get rid of that alien substance inside, the earth had to expel that irksome thing in its heart. 

The Intolerable
Why could the earth handle Korah, Dathan, & Abiram, but could not stomach Christ?  There is one notable difference between Christ and all these men.

He is the Christ, which means “the anointed one”.    

Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

John 1:32 Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33 I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.'
Just as whales cannot stomach men the earth cannot stomach men baptized with the Spirit of God.  

Isaiah 66:1 Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool:

II Chronicles 2:5 And the house which I build is great: for great is our God above all gods. 6 But who is able to build him an house, seeing the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain him?

The earth was no more prepared to stomach the Spirit of God than that whale was prepared to digest a man.  And the very Spirit of God that was upon Him and in Him served to make him indigestible.  The grave tried, for three days it tried, but end the end there was just no way it could keep Him down, in any sense of the word.  Because of that abiding Spirit of God...

Intolerable Irritants
Just like that whale could not stop from vomiting Jonah up that grave could not help but expel Christ. All of that is cool, but let me make it really exciting for you.

Why is all this exciting to us?

I John 4:17 Because as he is, so are we in this world.

We are intolerable irritants in the bowels of every godless situation that would try to swallow us.  As He is, so are we in this world.  

Yeah, but, He was the Christ, He was the anointed one.  The spirit descended and remained on Him.  No wonder He couldn’t be swallowed and digested.  But I am just an ordinary guy, right?

Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

I can hardly take it.  It boggles my mind to try and comprehend it. 

The indwelling Spirit of God that was prophesied by Joel…
That was first poured out on the believers on the day of Pentecost… 

That was promised to all men everywhere in the Book of Acts if they would simply repent, and be baptized in Jesus name… 

That same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead, that caused the grave to not be able to stomach Him… 

That indwelling Spirit will work the same power in you and I. (RIFF)
Now Power
The Apostle Paul said that he wanted to know Christ in the power of His resurrection.  I think every believer has that same desire.  But in my mind I guess I just assumed that I would not know real resurrection power until that far off day when we are raptured.  Paul also wrote that this corruptible being must put on incorruption and this mortal being must put on immortality. In 1st Corinthians 15 Paul tied those things happening very specifically to the rapture.  I just assumed that it would be that point in time when we would really know resurrection power.  I was kind of like Martha, the sister of Lazarus.  When Jesus asked her if she believed her dead brother could live again she said, “Oh yes, at the resurrection.”   She, like most of us believed that we would see that kind of power in some far off distant day.  

John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:

He was telling her that what she believed would happen in some far distant future was present with her in that moment.  And I come to reiterate His message.  The resurrection power that brought Christ out of the grave is not going to be manifested in us at some far distant point in our future, it is meant to be present with us right now.  

-Display I John 4:17 / Romans 8:11

As He is, so are we, not in the world to come, in this world. Walking in resurrection power because that same Spirit indwells us.  

But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken Not your glorified, immortal body you will inherit someday, rather your mortal bodies that you are currently housed in by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
Get full of that same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead (Acts 2:38 will tell you how) and resurrection power will be manifested in you now.  

The Quickening Of Your Mortal Body

The Bible says your mortal body will be quickened, literally translated, made alive.  I know you think you are already alive but this is life in a whole new dimension.  The life without the spirit can be swallowed and digested by any nasty beast of life, no problemo.   But the Spirit of God will change the very nature of your life.  Your mortal body will be made alive in a way it never was before.  The only way to make alive something that is already alive is by giving it a new kind of life.
Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:
You will walk in a new dimension of life that makes you intolerable to every circumstance and situation trying to choke you down.  

Spirit Can’t Be Swallowed
Did you ever get a little queasy just looking at something?  You didn’t even have to put it in your mouth to know that there was just no way.  I had that experience a few weeks ago watching a friend eat raw oysters.  In my mind I was trying to convince myself to try but my stomach was just flat out telling me, “No way.”  “It aint gonna happen.”  My stomach would roll over at the idea of sticking that nasty looking thing in my mouth.  

Matthew 27:50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split.

I believe the earth knew…  They are fixing to stick Him down in here and it just aint gonna happen.  Some of you make the devil sick by him just looking at you.  I am going to pray so much anointing on my kids the devil gets queasy just thinking about going after them.

Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.

Creation is groaning and hurting just waiting for the day of our redemption because the Spirit of God is upon us…  Sometimes even our old flesh groans longing for the day we are finally redeemed because this Spirit baptism just makes us indigestible.  

In Acts 16 Paul and Silas were arrested for preaching the gospel.  The authorities would have been wise to just lock them up right inside the door of the jail.  Maybe chain them to the outside wall. 

Acts 16:23 They cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely: 24 Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, (Right into the bowels of the prison) and made their feet fast in the stocks.

Bad move on the part of the jailer.  Just inside the door, well, it would be like getting something in your mouth you know is going to make you sick.  You can just spit it out.  But when you go ahead and try to be a hero and swallow that indigestible thing down…  You know what is going to happen when that jail gets a belly full of Holy Ghost preachers?  

Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. (And the old prison said, “I don’t feel so good…  I think I might be getting sick…) 26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.

I am telling you that if you would get your life saturated with the Holy Ghost some of the despair that has been swallowing you, some of the fear that has devoured you, some of the frustration that is eating you alive would spit you out so fast you wouldn’t believe it.  

You are coming out.  You are too anointed.  Too full of the Spirit.  And you are not going to stagger out of that situation, you are going to be projectile vomited out of the hell that is trying to swallow you, just stay full of the spirit.  

Egypt was trying to swallow Israel whole.  By the time God got done with them they were so sick they were paying Israel to leave.  That’s how you are coming out of your situation.  
You don’t need a good strategy or a battle plan to get free.  You just need to be saturated in the Spirit of God and let that Spirit that raised Christ from the dead make your situation sick to it’s stomach.
Zecariah 4:6 Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 

Three days…just so you will know…there will be things that can swallow you down, but they cant keep you down… 

