Visitations and Invitations

Luke 19:37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen;

38 Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest. 39 And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples.

40 And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. 41 And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, 42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. 43 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, 44  And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.

John 7:37  In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38  He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39  But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive:

There is an important distinction in two acts of God that I need to make for you.  In the text from Luke we read of a day in which Jesus makes reference to a “visitation”.  He told Jerusalem, and its inhabitants, that there was coming to them unspeakable pain because they did not sense the importance of the moment that they were in. “Because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.”  Apparently there was a limited window of time in which God wanted to do something spectacular and they did not sense it.  Consequently their destiny was not what it could have been because they missed the moment of their visitation, when God wanted to bestow upon them something spectacular.   

I have heard this idea of a visitation preached that God has cracked open a small door through which people must rush if they want to be saved.  I have heard it taught from this very text.  “You better get to this altar in the next 5 minutes or the door to eternity will slam shut. Once it is shut you will be lost, and not just lost, but dying and undone, and not just that but also without God, and as if that were not bad enough you were on your way to hell, not just any hell, but a devils’ hell.”   Implicit in the preaching of the visitation concept was the notion that you also did not know when that door might open again.  It could be years before another visitation.  (Maybe we need a little more of that urgency)  

Here is the distinction I want to make for you.  In Luke 19 Jesus speaks of a visitation that was not sensed, a missed opportunity for God to do something truly unprecedented.  But in John 7 what you see is Jesus offering an open-ended invitation.  The distinction we must make is between a visitation and an invitation.  

There are some things from God that if we do not sense them, and act on what we feel in that moment we will miss what God has for us.  There are other invitations that are always extended to us and we can see them happen at any time.  And it is so important that as people hungry for God we understand the difference. 

If we do not know the difference between a visitation and an invitation here is what will happen.

We will miss what God can do at any time because we do not understand that some things are an open-invitation.

· We will wait for a special visitation to receive what we could have received in our car on the way to church.

· We will live with things we don’t have to live with waiting on a visitation to change it all.  

The transcendent spectacular will escape us because we don’t sense the visitation.  

· We will receive things during a visitation that we could have any time, and believe we have received the purpose of the visitation.  

· A true visitation of God is not for the purpose of seeing more people get saved, seeing someone get healed, or us being comforted by the Holy Spirit.  Those things can happen any time.  

· We will not tarry or push for the spectacular because we don’t understand the purpose of the visitation.  

INVITATIONS
Let me go ahead and settle a few things for you.  There are some things of God you do not have to wait for a special visitation for.  They are available to you all the time.  There are some things that it is always the right time for.   Not only can they happen, they should be happening. 

Salvation

Anytime is a perfect time to give your heart to Jesus, repent of your sins, be baptized, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.   You don’t need a special visitation of God to know that it is the right time.  

John 7:37  In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38  He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39  But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive:

II Corinthians 6:2 behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.

We think people are saved in altar services or revival meetings.  We got that concept from the Wesleyans, not the Bible.

Acts 10:44  While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 45  And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 46  For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 47  Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?
Any time is the right time for someone to be saved.  (Willy George/harvest)

Acts 8:36  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 38  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

There is always an open-invitation for you to be saved.  (Boy I prayed through with Chip) (You may not be ready but God is always ready)

Worship
You don’t have to feel Holy Ghost goose bumps before you can start worshipping God.  It is always time to worship God, no matter what is going on.  

Psalm 113:3 From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the Lord's name is to be praised.

Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God:

Psalm 34:1 I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

There is no time when worship is not in order.

There is no time when worship is unacceptable.

There is no time when we should hold our peace rather than exalt God. 

There is no time when we need to reign in our praise. 

There should no hesitation to worship just because we don’t feel anything.

There should be none of this “waiting for the right moment” to worship.
It is right all the time to give God the glory due unto His Holy Name. 

Reach For God

You don’t need divine handwriting on the wall to seek after the Lord.  

Hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Psalm 63:1 O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;

Matthew 11:28  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

I Peter 5:6  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7  Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

You have an open invitation to come to God, to seek after Him.  

I realize some of you think I am pointing out the patently obvious.  But I am telling you that a lot of Pentecostals don’t understand that you do not need a message in tongues before you cut loose and worship, you don’t have to feel the holy ghost heeby-jeebies before someone can get saved.   We are so experienced based in our faith that if we don’t feel something we don’t move.  (Asst. pastors wife didn’t pray for people unless she felt something)
The Invitation is always there, waiting on you to act.

  God is ready when you are.

VISITATIONS
But then there are times when God wants to do something extra-ordinary.  He shows up in a special way and it is up to us to pick up on the fact that this is different and we need to respond to it.  And if we can be sensitive I really believe the visitation of God will give us direction, strength, deeper passion, and reveal our destiny.  Here is the deal, indeed during a visitation God cracks the door open, He provides access for a limited time and it is up to us to sense it and seize it.  Some do and some don’t.   It has to do with our level of sensitivity and the degree of our hunger for God.  

The Visitation often comes to people in great struggle & despair.

Exodus 4:31 God visits Israel in slavery.
Ruth 1:6 Famine struck Judah and God visited them to give them bread.

In the deep despair of his shattered life Job had this to say; Job 10:12  Thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hath preserved my spirit.
Sometimes when life just gets unbearable God will visit with a special manifestation of His presence that answers our questions, calms our fears, and supplies our need. 

The Visitation comes to give direction and destiny.
God gives a king a chance to secure his kingdom
Meets an exiled prince in the desert to make him a deliverer

Starts whispering to a small boy in a temple at night
Jacob wrestles long into the night sensing that this is the moment.

Solomon, understanding his moment receives the gift of wisdom.
The Visitation comes to do the extra-ordinary.

A cripple senses a visitation at the pool of Shalom.
Jesus arranges to be alone with a woman at Jacobs’ Well. (alone time)

Genesis 21:1 The Lord visited Sarah, and that old lady concieved.
 But please understand that the visitation is always a limited thing and it is upon us to be sensitive to it and understand what is happening.  Rescue from our trouble, direction, destiny, and the miraculous often depend on our ability to sense Gods’ timing and respond to Him.  

Mark 6:48 Jesus would have passed the disciples by.

Most times I stand and say what doth say the word of God.  My duty is to expound to you the scripture.  But on a rare occasion it is the preachers duty and privilege to tell the people what God is saying in that hour.  And the word I feel burning in me is God wants us to understand that there are some things He can do all the time.  And that He wants to visit us in an extra-ordinary fashion.   We need to be a little more aggressive in our faith.   There are things we need to be going after all the time.  And there needs to be a heightened sensitivity to the moving of the Holy Spirit.  

