Valuing Freedom

Let me give you a little background on the text I am about to read.  Paul had caused no small degree of controversy among the Jews by his preaching of the Gospel.  They tried to kill him, and as they were beating him the Roman guards came and apparently decided he was the cause of the commotion.   They bound him, and after being bound he asked to try and clarify himself before the people.  After speaking to them a second time this is what happened. 

Acts 22:22  And they gave him audience unto this word, and then lifted up their voices, and said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live. 23  And as they cried out, and cast off their clothes, and threw dust into the air, 24  The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, and bade that he should be examined by scourging; that he might know wherefore they cried so against him.  25  And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned? 26  When the centurion heard that, he went and told the chief captain, saying, Take heed what thou doest: for this man is a Roman. 27  Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a Roman? He said, Yea. 28  And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul said, But I was free born. 29  Then straightway they departed from him which should have examined him: and the chief captain also was afraid, after he knew that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him.

This is the day we celebrate our independence as a nation.  This is the day we celebrate our national freedom.  This is always an emotional day for me because I understand what freedom cost.  The Roman centurion spoke well when he said that freedom comes at a great cost. (Peace symbols don’t buy freedom)  It may be easy to scorn the cost if you did not have to pay it. Our freedom as a nation came at a very great cost.  Blood has been shed in the soil of this land and in places around the globe to secure and defend this thing called freedom.  

How foolish would we be, after the price of freedom had been paid to allow ourselves to become the willing vassals of a despotic ruler?  How foolish would we be after George Washington starved at Valley Forge and courageous men against overwhelming odds secured freedom to then go bow a knee and once again make ourselves the willing subject of some sovereign king?  How foolish would we be, after American boys charged the guns of Normandy and died by the thousands on the beach heads of Europe and in the Pacific theater to then allow a foreign tyranny to dictate how we would live our lives?  How foolish would it be after men and women of courageous heart toiled in darkness to bring down the communist beast and end the threat of nuclear holocaust would we be to allow a political system that is fatally flawed to become our governing credo?  I would hope that on this day we would remember the cost of freedom and remember to honor the price paid by exercising our freedom and not allowing it to be taken away.  

I am appalled that Americans are so cavalier about the freedoms they posses.  We take them for granted and are not nearly as aggressive as we should be in exercising that freedom. 

But I cannot have those thoughts about American freedom without my mind seizing upon ultimate freedom, which is spiritual freedom.  

If the price paid for our national freedom is enormous, the price paid for our spiritual freedom is mind-boggling.  We are made free from sin and death by the precious blood of Jesus Christ that was shed on Calvary, and by the infilling of the Holy Spirit of God that will come and take up residence in our heart.  I don’t have time to qualify all that with scripture, but I certainly can.

Let me move quickly to the central truth that I want to communicate to you in this sermon. How foolish are we to allow ourselves to be bound when Christ has died to make us free?  

How foolish are we to submit to the tyranny of our emotions when the Prince of Peace has promised us peace that surpasses anything this world has ever known. (John 14:27)
How foolish are we to be the slaves of ravaging carnal appetites when the Word of God declares us to no longer be that entrapped person. (II Corinthians 5:17)
How foolish are we to allow ourselves to be bound by the pain of the circumstances of our lives when Christ declared that one of the central reasons He came to the planet was to set us at liberty. (Luke 4:18)
How foolish are we to let our days be ruled by sadness and depression when we are the declared recipients of joy unspeakable and full of glory. (I Peter 1:8)
I guess the sum of what I want to say to you is that your spiritual freedom has been purchased, signed, sealed, and delivered.  If you are a servant of anything other than Christ you are beyond foolish.  You don’t have to live that way. 

A New Declaration
Paul stood with bound hands looking at a Roman soldier who was preparing to beat him bloody, and Paul said: “Hang on a minute, I don’t have to stand here bound, I don’t have to allow you to beat me, I don’t have to take your brutality for one more moment.”  The soldier responded that freedom comes at a high price, implying that Paul could not afford it.  Paul responded that he did not have to buy his freedom, he was born free. And as such he did not have to be subjected to their abuse.

I have come to offer a new declaration of liberty and freedom.  To the devil and to my flesh I echo the declaration of Paul.   I have been born again.  I did not have to purchase my freedom.

The devil would tell you that true spiritual freedom is out of your price range.  You can never afford to buy your way out of your servitude and bondage.  But here is the good news.  We don’t have to be.  We can be born free. 

Romans 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.

II Corinthians 3:17b Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. (If you want to be free, get the Spirit of the Lord inside of you.)

I do not have to be in bondage to my emotions.
I do not have to be in bondage to my raging fleshly appetites.

I do not have to be in bondage to fear.
I do not have to be in bondage to lust.

I do not have to be in bondage to debt.
I do not have to be in bondage to anger and rage.

I do not have to be in bondage to other peoples’ opinions. 

I do not have to be in bondage to chemical substances.

If I am a born-again, blood-bought, Spirit-filled child of God I do not have to take the daily beating the devil and my flesh want to give me.  How stupid do I have to be if I put up with it? I recently heard a preacher say he was so stupid he just obeys God.  I take umbrage with that.  I actually think your stupid if you don’t obey God.  But I would be a blithering idiot if lived in bondage after Christ has made me free. 

Quit Yielding
Some people cant seem to get set free.  But then again they don’t want to do anything to be set free.

Romans 6:3  Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

· 5  If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6  For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin--7  because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 8  Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9  For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10  The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11  In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body (Don’t tread on me) so that you obey its evil desires. 13  Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.  14  For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 15  What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16  Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?  17  But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18  You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.
· Quit yielding to sin and you will no longer be enslaved to it.
· Tell the devil and your flesh, you are not the boss of me. 
· Do as Jairius and ask to leave that which you invited in.
· The one that hired them had to fire them.

· He had to tell them “I don’t need you now, my miracle has arrived”
· Abraham had to kiss Hagar goodbye to embrace his promised miracle.  Maybe some of you need to walk that thing to the edge of the desert and kiss it good bye so you can embrace the freedom God has for you.
· The tragedy of Samson is not that a great man fell, but that he laid his head knowingly and willingly into Delilahs’ lap and told her the secret of his strength. 
What I am trying to say to you in this sermon is the subject of much of Pauls’ writing to the Galation church.  A few passages really sum it up.

Galations 3:26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 29  And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 4:1  Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; 2  But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. 3  Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: 4  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 6  And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7  Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 8  Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no gods. 9  But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? 4:31  So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free. 5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.
I have come to declare to some child of God that you are free, you do not have to live in bondage.  I have come to make you aware of the fact that you are more than a slave.

Amos Fortune.

