Unfinished Business

Genesis 2:8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 Out of the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 10 A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides and becomes four branches. 11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 12 and the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13 The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows around the whole land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.

Most people’s concept of Eden is that it was a perfect paradise.  We imagine lush jungles, crystalline rivers, water splashing over falls into azure pools.  When I thought about Eden I imagined a world where there was no need for me to ever lift a hand.  If I hungered some friendly animal would brig me a tray of delicacies.  If I got tired the trees and vines would magically work together to form a bower where I could rest.  Should I get bored the animals would conduct a show for my entertainment and amusement.  I kind of had a Disney concept of Eden.  One phrase I read in Genesis changed all of that for me.  <vs 15>

Let me ask you a question.  If Eden was a perfect Paradise why was there a need to till the Garden?  Let me give you a couple of different translations of till.  Develop, cultivate, work, organize…  God put Adam in a place of limitless potential…  God placed every element needed for perfection… (vs 9,10)  God created a place where perfection and beauty were within grasp and then told the man, you have all of the pieces of the puzzle, now put it together.  Work this thing, develop it, cultivate it, and organize it.  You can have paradise, you have all of the essential ingredients, but you have to till the ground and develop it. 

In the beginning when God was establishing a world and a race He set a divine precedent.  

God provides man with the essential ingredients needed to make mans dreams come true, it is up to the man to put the pieces together and produce the finished product.  

It was true in Eden and it is true in every facet of human existence.  People want God to hand them a completed package, everything fully developed, all the bugs worked out, but what He gives you are the pieces and it is up to you to put them together.  God gives us unfinished business and what it becomes is entirely up to us.

When God created the planet He put every mineral in it we would ever need.  He placed every chemical necessary for every medication man would ever have need of. All materials needed to develop and sustain life were buried in the ground, growing in the trees, resident in the physical frame of creatures.  It was up to man to mine, harvest, cultivate, explore and use the elements God provided to make his world all that it could be.  God gave humanity an entire globe of unfinished business and freed us to handle out business and develop the lives we desire.
Wealth

Deuteronomy 8:18 But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth.
There are a lot of people telling you that God is going to give you wealth and prosperity.  That is not how it works.   God said He gives us the power to get wealth.  

God gives you the ingenuity, the creativity, the tenacity, the physical capacity to work.  God gives you the ability to get wealth, but you have to go out there and get it.    He gives you unfinished business.  Don’t be thinking it is simply your lot in life to suffer while others prosper.  Handle your business.  You have the ingredients.
Faith
I have had people come to me and say “Man, I wish I had faith like you.  I wish I had that level of relationship with God.  I just am not a person of faith.  I can’t believe in God like that.”  
Romans 12:3 God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

We are all given the same seed, the same drive to believe, the same longing for a divine connection.  Some of us cultivate that faith a little more than others.  So in some faith flourishes and in other it dies.  We are all given some unfinished business in the arena of faith and it is up to us to develop and cultivate it.  Don’t be talking about how God loves them more than you, cares about so and so more….  You need to handle your business. 

Marriage

God gave us an incredible piece of unfinished business that has the capacity to be one of the best things in our life. 

Matthew 19:4  "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' 5  and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6  So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 

The concept or model of marriage is something God created.  The idea that a man and a woman would commit to spend their life together as one is God’s plan.  However, all He gave us was the shell.  All he gave us were the elements, marriage is not some fairy tale thing that the moment we say “I do”  there is instantly perfect harmony and life long passion.  You get the model, some unfinished business.  Then you have to cultivate it, develop it, work it so that it can become the thing of beauty God envisioned.  Your marriage has the same capacity for happiness and fulfillment as anyone else.  You have to cultivate it.  (You will have to with anyone)  All you got the day you committed to God’s plan was some unfinished business, now you need to handle your business. 

The bottom line is God never hands us a finished product.  He always gives us the pieces and it is up to us to complete the unfinished business. 

I thought God could do anything?   He can.  

Ephesians 3: 20  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to (only restrained by) the power that worketh in us.

God can do anything but He requires that you do something.  

Noah had to build an arc. (wood is there, plans are available, pitch is there)

Abraham had to walk over the land. (a promise is dangling there for you, start walking…all some of you need to arrive at your destiny is movement)

Deuteronomy 1:8 Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after them.(you can have it all but you at least have to go live in it / italian villa and a leer jet…you mean I have to get myself to the airport)

The essential ingredients for peace are available to you
The essential ingredients for salvation (mercy, forgiveness, Spirit, baptism) are available to you

The unfinished business of meaning in your life is within your grasp
The unfinished business of a meaningful ministry is viable

Every piece of the puzzle you need for wholeness in your life exist
You just need to handle your business.  It is all not going to just fall into place.  (Church is to teach you how)

Not in your marriage, not in your spiritual walk, not in your finances, not in your ministry.  Paradise is a possibility but you need to till it, cultivate it, work it, develop it. 

It is time for some people of God to quit whining about what you don’t have, about what is not happening in your life, about what is not coming together for you and start tilling, cultivating, and working the resources God has given you to create the life, ministry, family, and destiny you dream of.  God gave you all the pieces, God made available to you all the resources, God gave you some unfinished business it is high time you started handling it.  

If there is lack in any area of your life it is because of one of two things. 

1. You are not cultivating what God gave you. 

2. You are mismanaging the resources God gave you to work with.

Children

Psalm 127:3 Sons and daughters are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from him.

(Personalize this to David and Candy)

God gives us our children.  They are gifts from Him.  But as with all He does what He gives us is unfinished business. 

He did not give you an articulate, accomplished, well-mannered, well-adjusted, confident, poised young lady.   He did not give you a valuable member of a community whose life is a thing of significance to the world.  He did not give you a young lady that has incredibly high aspirations and drive.  He did not give you a selfless person who is generous, giving, kind, and selfless.  

He gave you __ pounds and ___ inches of unfinished business.  

All of the ingredients are there.  Everything she needs to become that person are resident inside of her. 

Just as surely as there is gold in the rocks there is goodness in her, but it must be mined out. 

Just as surely as there are houses and shelter in the trees of the forest there is talent and incredible accomplishment resident in this child but it has to be developed. 

Just a surely as the ability to produce crops that feed humanity is in the soil there are abilities to live an incredibly life in this child but that must be cultivated. 

If she does not achieve her almost limitless potential it will be in great part because Dad and Mom did not start early cultivating her, or it will be because Dad and Mom did not manage all of the resources God has given them to raise an exceptional child. 

She is a beautiful, healthy girl. 

There are family and friends all around her. 

There is a church that will spiritually nourish not just her, but you as well. 

There are wise people in her world you can confer with and seek council from. 

There are people to protect and shelter.  

She lives in a free land where the only limitations on our lives are the ones we place on our self.

God has handed you a very important piece of wriggling, sleeping, eating, growing piece of business.  And you need to handle your business.  

Cultivate, develop, teach…

The first thing we need to do with any unfinished business is ask God to partner with us.  (Unto Him that is able…)  (Appeal to all unfinished business)  

