Trees & Tombs

Genesis 2: 8  And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9  And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 15  And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 3:1  Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 2  And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3  But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5  For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 6  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 7  And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 8  And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 9  And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 10  And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 11  And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

Mark 5:1 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 2  And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,

3  Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: 4  Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. 5  And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones.

· There are two objects in the text that are in stark contrast.  There are trees given by God to be a source of blessing for man.  The Bible says that God planted a garden for man to live in and in the garden “out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food.”   These trees the Lord meant to be a source of blessing for the man.  It was the intent of God that these trees be a source of nourishment, enjoyment, and comfort for the man. 

There is another object in scripture that God never meant for man to have to deal with.  Tombs.  These were not part of Gods plan for man.  They represent death, which is the end result of sin.  Tombs are a result of the disobedience of man.  Tombs represent the ultimate depravity of man in its final state.  

They are in stark contrast these trees and tombs.

One meant to be a blessing the other the final result of the curse.

One meant to sustain life the other the ultimate symbol of death.

One gives an annual message of renewal and hope (as it blossoms every spring) the other is the greatest symbol of despair. 

Trees to shade mans life; Tombs to house the rotting remains of his hopes.

One representing the will of God for man the other representing the end result of mans self-will. 

They could not be more different, these trees and tombs.

The Hiding Place
The Tombs
It is no surprise then to find a man who is alienated from God hiding among the tombs.  The demon possessed man of Mark 5 had his dwelling among the tombs.  In Luke the 8th chapter you will find that the demons that tormented this man drove him to that awful place.  It is a logical place for someone seeking alienation from God.  It is the right hiding place if you are trying to get away from God.  The tombs are where you go to hide from God.  And a whole lot of people have gone there.  The tombs represent sin and death and this is where people hide from God.  The tombs represent every evil place and activity that people use to hide from God.

People hide in depravity.
People hide in violence.

People hide in perversion.
People hide in chemical and substance abuse. 

People hide in a bottle and people hide in a needle. 

People seeking alienation from God turn to every dark despicable thing.

This is logical, it makes sense.  If you want to hide from God go to the place that is most unlike Him.  It makes perfect sense.  Scripture bears this out. 

I John 1:5b God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

I John 3:19  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

There is a perverse kind of reasoning here, if God is light and you want to hide from Him hide in the dark.  Live among that which is most unlike Him, the tombs.  And a lot of people live there.  It is really not surprising that we find a man hiding from God among the tombs.  

The Trees
What is surprising is to find people hiding among what was meant for blessing.  After they sinned Adam and Eve hid themselves among the trees.   These were all meant for blessing, they were meant for nourishment, these trees were the provision and the gift of God to man, and yet this is where they chose to hide themselves from the presence of God.  No surprise that you find the devil possessed man hiding in the tombs, that is where you expect to find him, but it is a little disconcerting to find people hiding from God among what was meant to be a place of blessing.  

Can I tell you one of the biggest challenges for this church?  It is not the ones hiding among the tombs.  We don’t get a lot of gang-bangers wandering in here.  We don’t have a lot of crack addicts.  While addictions and violence are certainly part of our world we don’t live in an area where these things seem to be prevalent.  It would be hard for us to have an outreach to prostitutes and homeless people, because there are not many of them on Preston road in Plano.  But what we do have in this community and to a degree even in this church, are a lot of people hiding among the trees.  They found themselves a place among what God intended for a blessing to hide from an encounter with God. 

They hide in their work.
They hide in their career.

They hide in their education.
They hide in a flurry of family activity.

· They hide in social activity. 

They hide even among ministries and church activities. 

All of these things are meant for a blessing, these are the trees that are “pleasant to the sight, and good for food”.   And yet somehow we manage to use them to avoid an encounter with the presence of God.  

In Hiding
· The purpose of the hiding place is 
always to avoid an encounter with God.
 Adam and Eve were avoiding a Creator they had disobeyed, the demoniac was running from a Deliverer who could with a word drive the demons from his life.  And it really does not matter that one hid in the tombs and the other in the trees.  The end result is the same, they are avoiding God.  What I want you to get today is that if you are hiding in a bottle or hiding in a 60 hour work week, if you are hiding in a secret addiction or hiding in some religious activity, you are avoiding an encounter with the presence of God the end result is all the same.  The trees may be more respectable but you are still hiding from God.  

There are people that I used to wonder why they keep coming around.  They manifest no passion for God.  They do not pray, they do not worship.  They show no sign of pursuing God.  And yet here they are, week after week.  The only time they show any enthusiasm is when the dismissal comes around.  They then shoot out of here like they were fired from a cannon.  But it has dawned on me why they keep hanging around, they have found a hiding place among the trees.  It is more respectable that the tombs and it fulfills the same purpose, you get to avoid an encounter with God. 

People hide in ministries and in church activity.  

They hide in the choir loft.
They hide in the sound booth.

They hide in Sunday School classes.
They hide in an ushers coat.

They hide in the tape booth.
I watch people here and everywhere I preach and it always amazes me how much people find to do when the Spirit of the Lord starts to manifest in a service.  All of the sudden there is a flurry of ministry activity that cannot wait 30 more minutes, and people scurry by the dozen for their hiding place among the trees.  

Tomb-Dwellers And Tree-Dwellers

The hiding place among the trees is infinitely more appealing.  There is no social stigma like there would be if you were an alcoholic.  You just work a lot of hours and have stretched yourself a little too thin on time.  And you are just over-committed, we understand.  But hear me my friend, at the root of all that is the irrefutable fact that you are avoiding an encounter with God.  

· Before you get to smug up in your hiding place among the trees please consider this, you may have ultimately been better off to have been among the tombs.  

· God had to coax Adam and Eve out of hiding, while the second the foot of Jesus hit the beach in the Gadarenes the demoniac came running.  You don’t have to point out to the guy among the tombs that he needs help, but the guy in the trees always more obstinate.   If I were preaching to a room full of tomb-dwellers I could have filled this altar a long time ago.  (I know) But I will be fortunate if at the end of this sermon I don’t stand with my heart falling to my knees while I watch another Sunday end with empty altars while eyes peer at me from the trees.  

· The Bible says that the guy in the tombs spent all his time crying and cutting himself.  This is what tomb-dwellers do.  They are filled with regret and remorse and they beat themselves up over what they have done, and they live among the graves of what could have been.  And they come running at any chance for redemption.  But the tree-dwellers are different.  They make coverings of fig leaves.  They try to cover up.  They blame other people. (The woman, the serpent) The tomb dweller is filled with remorse while the tree dweller is filled with justification. 

· The tomb guy had no problem flinging himself naked at the feet of Christ.  Every body knows about him any way why try to hide it, but it is so hard for the tree guy to admit he has a problem.  According to the Bible they are both naked.  Not a great difference in their condition.  So the tomb guy was completely set free and completely restored and walked away to a great new life.  While the tree people slunk out of the garden into pain, frustration, and fear.  It may be an easier path to God from a barstool than it is from a church pew.

· Don’t think I am stretching a text or making this up.  Jesus ran  into the same exact thing.  Luke 14: 16  Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many: 17  And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 18  And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. 19  And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused. 20  And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. 21  So that servant came, and showed his lord these things. Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 22  And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is room. 23  And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 24  For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper. If the tree dwellers don’t want it I will give it to the tomb dwellers.  I know they will come and fill my house, they have nothing else. 

Out Of Hiding (Encountering God) 

You need to come out of hiding and have an encounter with God.  You need to get rid of the fig leaves, get rid of all the things that you are using to cover up your need for God and meet with Him.  The tree-dwellers need to get the desperation of the tomb-dwellers.  

We will seek after God with desperation and passion the day we realize how great our need of Him really is.  We need to understand that our condition is this same no matter where we are hiding. 

· Dead is dead.  (Lazarus rotting in a tomb, widows son on his way to the graveyard, Centurions daughter, still in the bed where she died.  Yet their condition was all the same, dead)  If you are dead you are dead and your need for an encounter with the resurrector is just as great as any other dead persons.   

Not only is our condition the same no matter where we are hiding.  We need God the same no matter why we are hiding.  There are only two reasons people avoid an encounter with God. God put both options to Adam.

Genesis 3:11  And God said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?
1. At the end of chapter two Adam and Eve are not ashamed.  By the time God finds them in chapter three they are filled with shame.  And God knew there are only two reasons for that.

2. Somebody said something that made them feel that way.

3. They had disobeyed. 

I know you are hiding.  I know because God has been talking to me, and I have been doing this half of my life.  I know your hiding.  I know that in this house today are people hiding in the trees and people hiding in the tombs.  And I know why.  Either you did something wrong, or somebody said something to you that made you feel the way you do.  

Words can cut.  And maybe somewhere somebody told you that you are worthless, maybe people have made you to feel shame and guilt.   It could even have been a preacher that did carelessly scarred you with words and drove you into hiding from a God that you think wants to destroy you.  It doesn’t make a big difference where you are hiding, your condition is still the same, it doesn’t make a big difference why you are hiding, your answer is still the same, come to Jesus.   I don’t care what anybody said, what matters is what He said.  And this is the promise He left you. 

Romans 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

His touch can erase from you all of the scarring and pain from words that have been said to you.  Quit listening to all of those voices and listen to me.  I know those voices are not of God because they drove you into hiding.  (I don’t even care if the words that hurt you came from a preacher, if they drove you into hiding they are not of God)  God can cut deep with His word.  Paul talks about this in II Corinthians. 

II Corinthians 7:8  For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent: for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season. 9  Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing.

10  For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

· When God makes you sorry it will turn you to Him. (Peter on the day of Pentecost) It always contains within the message the hope that you can change.

· The sorrow of the world worketh deat, despair.  That voice telling you there is no hope, no answer, no resolution, is not of God.  

Maybe you did something.  Maybe you took forbidden fruit.  And now you are hiding because you are scared and ashamed.  

I John 1: 9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 2:1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2  And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

It doesn’t matter where you are hiding, you need to come out of hiding and encounter God.  It doesn’t matter why you are hiding, your answer is found in the embrace of Jesus Christ.  Maybe you need healing from what was said, maybe you need forgiveness for what you have done.  There is only one place to find both, at the feet of Christ.  

(feel hope)

(Acts 2 / Must go away so the Comforter can come / same spirit that operated through Herod now would prevent the Spirit)

