This Shall Turn

Paul is writing to the church at Phillipi.  He has been imprisoned at the time of this writing.  The authorities have arrested him because the preaching of the Gospel was considered treasonous.  As if this were not enough Paul had enemies that were using the occasion of his imprisonment to sow discord, attack Paul, and to try and take over his work.  Paul writes what amounts essentially a thank you note to his friends at Phillipi, which is the first church he founded in Macedonia, and in response to their concern he writes the following words. 

Phillipians 1:19  For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

· Paul states as fact what we all hope in our worst situations.  “This shall turn”.  Paul declares it as an absolute statement of fact.  Not hoping, declaring.  In this sermon I want to give you some knowledge about God that will help you to be able to say with absolute certainty about the most challenging circumstances “This shall turn”.

· How God Turns Things
Out of the chaos, darkness, and void of a shattered universe God sculpted a world of surpassing beauty and excellence. He always seemed to be searching for the cast off pieces because He loves transformation. God would not be the kind of guy that would want to trade in His car for a new model every year.  I rather believe He would be the guy that would go find some rusted hulk, broken, smashed wreck.  And bit by bit, piece by piece He would rebuild it until it was better than it was the day it rolled off the assembly line.  He delights in transforming stuff. 

· He wanted a nation, so He chose an old man and a barren woman.  And transformed that unlikely pair into a people so numerous that they are like the stars of the sky and the sands of the sea. 

· When that people became enslaved in Egypt God had an inside track.  A hot young prince in the king of Egypt’s household.  But I guess that was just too easy for God, any prince can start an insurrection.   So God took His prince to the backside of a desert somewhere for forty years, until all of the arrogance and confidence is gone.  Then when the guy is a stuttering country-fied shepherd, God transforms Him into a deliverer. 

· Things That Are Mundane
· You see how God thinks in this regard all through scripture, and in creation.  He is not into transforming the beautiful into something else that is beautiful.  He takes a nasty, slimy caterpillar and transforms it into a butterfly.  God is into rejects, discards, and throw aways.  He thrills to astound us with what we thought was just ordinary.  
· I don’t think it is insignificant that the first miracle Jesus ever performed was one of transformation.  Jars of ordinary water were transformed into the best wine.  He was sending a message.  “I have come to take the ordinary, the mundane, I have come to take what no one else values, and make something out of it that everyone desires.  I have come to take what every one else takes for granted, and make it into something every one will want.” 

· When He was setting up the team that would take His gospel to the world He kind of shocked everyone.  He did not choose orators, statesmen, and influential men.  He chose every day men.  They were not men of influence.  But how He called them gives you a clue that He is a transformer.  He did not say, “I need you because you will be a valuable member of my team, you bring certain gifts to the table that I need.”  Instead He called them to His Kingdom by saying “Follow me and I will make you…”  (Matthew 4:19)  No one ever takes anyone on this basis, not a spouse, not an employee, not a friend.  Only God will take someone for what they can be not what they are, He is a transformer. You must understand that this is very deliberate on the part of God.  This is simply how He operates.  
· Matthew 21:42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?
I Corinthians 4:26  Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were  influential; not many were of noble birth. 27  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28  He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are.

God Turns Things Around With The Mundane

Things That Are Not

· I like the phrase Paul used: “The things that are not”.  God is so creative that He will use something that for all practical purposes does not even exist.

· Judges 6:12  When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior." 13  "But sir," Gideon replied, "if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, 'Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?' But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian."

· God declares there to be a mighty warrior when all Gideon could see was his own weakness. (Later claims to be of the weakest clan)  

· God claimed to be present when the evidence would declare Him to be absent.  

· God declared deliverance when all anyone could see was unending bondage.

Are you surprised?   We are talking about the same God that:

Created dry land out of nothing more than the vibration of His voice.
Created a living soul from nothing more than dust and wind.  

Made water to pour from a rock in the middle of the desert.
Made food appear upon the ground to feed His people.

From the jawbone of a donkey created a weapon of mass destruction.
Produced unending supply out of an empty barrel.

Made wine from water.
Made money appear in the mouth of a fish to pay His disciples taxes.

Out of spit and dust He created a poultice that caused a blind man to see.
He makes the marvelous out of the things that are not.

He makes great marriages out of marriages that are not great.
He makes useful people out of people that are not useful.

He makes to be free people that are not free.
He makes to be whole people that are not whole.

He makes to be healthy people that are not healthy.

He puts people at peace that are not at peace.

He comforts people that are not able to be comforted by any other.
He saves people that are not saved.

Many artist work with different mediums.  A sculpture may sculpt in bronze, clay and iron.  A painter may paint with oil, watercolor, or dyes.  A musician may be accomplished on a variety of instruments or in a variety of styles.  But all artist have one medium that they work best with.  They all have one medium that gives birth to their best work. God can save by many or by few.  He can bless you in your abundance or in your deepest need.  I submit to you however, that His greatest work emerges when He is working with the medium of “things that are not”.  This is when He does His best work.  So the next time you are reminded of something that you are not, take heart, you are the perfect medium for a miracle.  

You are not able…
You are not worthy…

You are not qualified…
You are not smart enough…

You are not educated enough…
You are not old enough…

You are not young enough…
That may be true, but if it is true, and I am not then I am the perfect medium for God to do His greatest work.  Because while the prefix to my name may be “are not”  the prefix to His name as recorded in Exodus 3:14 is “I Am”.  And not just any I am but God said I am THAT I am.  (This revelation came as Moses was going through His are nots)

God turns things around with things that are not. 

Things In Your Hand.

There is a question that God will put to people that come to Him in times of distress.   

He asked it of Moses in Exodus 4 when Moses was wondering how He would bring deliverance to His people.  He rephrased it a bit and asked it of a little widow lady whose sons had been taken into slavery because of her debt in II Kings 4.  There was a multitude of people numbering in the thousands that followed Christ into a desert place and became hungry. He put this question in a little bit different format to His disciples.

The question is this, “What do you have in your hand?”.  “What is in your house?” “What do we have to work with?”  Paul told the church at Phillipi, “I know this shall turn, through your prayer.”  “God is going to do it, but we need to be doing all we can.  I know you cannot stage a jailbreak but you can pray.”  
As I have already told you, God can create from nothing that which you need, but whatever small thing you have whatever minuscule effort you can make you need to add it to the mix.  I am not sure why God works the way He does, but I know when we couple what we have in our hand with His incredible power it always results in our deliverance.  

Maybe you feel like all you have adds up to nothing.  Maybe in comparison to your need, what you have in your hand is practically nothing.  The little widow lady of II Kings 4 felt that way. (Verse 2) When God asked her what she had in her house she replied “nothing”.  Maybe in comparison to your need what you have looks like nothing, but remember, that is where God does His best work.  

There is nothing wrong with what you have, there is nothing wrong with what you are doing, you just need to let God put His hand on it.  The disciples fished all night with no luck.  Then Christ said, “Let down your nets”.  You are doing the right thing you just need God to be involved in it. 

To every one who has a situation that you need turned I would ask you, what is in your hand?   What can you do?  Don’t discount anything just because it seems inadequate or insignificant.  It may seem like nothing, go ahead and turn loose of it and let God work in His favorite medium.  Sometimes deliverance does not come because we will not turn loose of what is in our hand.  

-Most of the time He blesses through channels you know.

90% of us have a situation we need turned.  

God will use the mundane.

God will use what is not.

God will use what is in your hand.  

He is a transformer.  Perhaps the greatest transformation He ever did is what He has done in our lives.

I Peter 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 10  Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

